
Page 381 TITLE 5—GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOYEES § 5303 

order shall take effect on May 4, 1991, except that the 
Office of Personnel Management may establish an ear-
lier effective date, but not earlier than February 3, 
1991, for any such provisions with respect to which the 
Office determines an earlier effective date is appro-
priate. [For effective dates of certain provisions of 
FEPCA as established by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement, see notices and rules issued by the Office of 
Personnel Management and published in the Federal 
Register at 56 F.R. 6212, 11059, 12833, 20339, and 20343.] 

§ 5302. Definitions 

For the purpose of this subchapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘statutory pay system’’ means 

a pay system under— 
(A) subchapter III, relating to the General 

Schedule; 
(B) section 403 of the Foreign Service Act 

of 1980, relating to the Foreign Service of 
the United States; or 

(C) chapter 74 of title 38, relating to the 
Veterans Health Administration (other than 
a position subject to section 7451 of title 38); 

(2) the term ‘‘ECI’’ means the Employment 
Cost Index (wages and salaries, private indus-
try workers) published quarterly by the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics; 

(3) the ‘‘base quarter’’ for any year is the 3- 
month period ending on September 30 of such 
year; 

(4) the term ‘‘pay agent’’ means the agent 
designated by the President under section 
5304(d)(1); 

(5) the term ‘‘locality’’ or ‘‘pay locality’’ 
means any locality, as established or modified 
under section 5304; 

(6) the term ‘‘pay disparity’’, as used with 
respect to a locality, means the extent to 
which rates of pay payable under the General 
Schedule are generally lower than the rates 
paid for the same levels of work by non-Fed-
eral workers in the same locality; except as 
otherwise required in this subchapter, a pay 
disparity shall be expressed as a single per-
centage which, if uniformly applied to employ-
ees within the locality who are receiving rates 
of pay under the General Schedule, would 
cause the rates payable to such employees to 
become substantially equal (when considered 
in the aggregate) to the rates paid to non-Fed-
eral workers for the same levels of work in the 
same locality; 

(7) the term ‘‘comparability payment’’ 
means a payment payable under section 5304; 

(8) the term ‘‘rates of pay under the General 
Schedule’’, ‘‘rates of pay for the General 
Schedule’’, or ‘‘scheduled rates of basic pay’’ 
means the rates of basic pay under the General 
Schedule as established by section 5332, ex-
cluding pay under section 5304 and any other 
additional pay of any kind; and 

(9) the term ‘‘General Schedule position’’ 
means any position to which subchapter III 
applies. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–509, title V, § 529 [title I, 
§ 101(a)(1)], Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1427, 1429; 
amended Pub. L. 102–378, § 2(25), Oct. 2, 1992, 106 
Stat. 1348; Pub. L. 103–89, § 3(b)(1)(E), Sept. 30, 
1993, 107 Stat. 981; Pub. L. 108–411, title III, 
§ 301(a)(1), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2313.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 403 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980, re-
ferred to in par. (1)(B), is classified to section 3963 of 
Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5302, Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 
Stat. 458, provided for annual reports on pay com-
parability, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 91–656, § 2(b)(1), 
Jan. 8, 1971, 84 Stat. 1946. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Par. (8). Pub. L. 108–411 added par. (8) and struck 
out former par. (8) which read as follows: ‘‘the term 
‘rates of pay under the General Schedule’, ‘rates of pay 
for the General Schedule’, or ‘scheduled rates of basic 
pay’ means— 

‘‘(A) the rates of basic pay set forth in the General 
Schedule; and 

‘‘(B) in the case of an employee receiving a retained 
rate of basic pay under section 5363, the rate of basic 
pay payable under such section; and’’. 
1993—Par. (8). Pub. L. 103–89, § 3(b)(1)(E)(i), redesig-

nated subpar. (C) as (B) and struck out former subpar. 
(B) which read as follows: ‘‘in the case of an employee 
covered by the performance management and recogni-
tion system, the rates of basic pay under chapter 54; 
and’’. 

Par. (9). Pub. L. 103–89, § 3(b)(1)(E)(ii), substituted 
‘‘applies’’ for ‘‘applies (including any position under 
the performance management and recognition sys-
tem)’’. 

1992—Par. (1)(C). Pub. L. 102–378, § 2(25)(A), amended 
subpar. (C) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (C) 
read as follows: ‘‘chapter 73 of title 38, relating to the 
Veterans Health Services and Research Administra-
tion;’’. 

Par. (8)(C). Pub. L. 102–378, § 2(25)(B), added subpar. 
(C). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–411 effective on the first 
day of the first applicable pay period beginning on or 
after the 180th day after Oct. 30, 2004, with provisions 
relating to conversion rules, see section 301(d) of Pub. 
L. 108–411, set out as a note under section 5363 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–89 effective Nov. 1, 1993, 
see section 3(c) of Pub. L. 103–89, set out as a note under 
section 3372 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–378 effective Feb. 3, 1991, 
see section 9(b)(5) of Pub. L. 102–378, set out as a note 
under section 6303 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on such date as the President shall 
determine, but not earlier than 90 days, and not later 
than 180 days, after Nov. 5, 1990, see section 529 [title 
III, § 305] of Pub. L. 101–509, set out as an Effective Date 
of 1990 Amendment note under section 5301 of this title. 

§ 5303. Annual adjustments to pay schedules 

(a) Effective as of the first day of the first ap-
plicable pay period beginning on or after Janu-
ary 1 of each calendar year, the rates of basic 
pay for each statutory pay system shall be in-
creased by the percentage (rounded to the near-
est one-tenth of 1 percent) equal to one-half of 1 
percentage point less than the percentage by 
which the ECI for the base quarter of the year 
before the preceding calendar year exceeds the 
ECI for the base quarter of the second year be-
fore the preceding calendar year (if at all). 
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