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§ 3522. Detail of employees 

The Director may— 
(1) detail any personnel of the Agency on a 

reimbursable basis indefinitely to the Na-
tional Reconnaissance Office without regard 
to any limitation under law on the duration of 
details of Federal Government personnel; and 

(2) hire personnel for the purpose of any de-
tail under paragraph (1). 

(June 20, 1949, ch. 227, § 22, as added Pub. L. 
106–567, title IV, § 404, Dec. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 
2848.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 403v of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 

§ 3523. Intelligence operations and cover en-
hancement authority 

(a) Definitions 

In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘designated employee’’ means 

an employee designated by the Director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency under subsection 
(b); and 

(2) the term ‘‘Federal retirement system’’ 
includes the Central Intelligence Agency Re-
tirement and Disability System, and the Fed-
eral Employees’ Retirement System (including 
the Thrift Savings Plan). 

(b) In general 

(1) Authority 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Director of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy may exercise the authorities under this sec-
tion in order to— 

(A) protect from unauthorized disclosure— 
(i) intelligence operations; 
(ii) the identities of undercover intel-

ligence officers; 
(iii) intelligence sources and methods; or 
(iv) intelligence cover mechanisms; or 

(B) meet the special requirements of work 
related to collection of foreign intelligence 
or other authorized activities of the Agency. 

(2) Designation of employees 

The Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency may designate any employee of the 
Agency who is under nonofficial cover to be an 
employee to whom this section applies. Such 
designation may be made with respect to any 
or all authorities exercised under this section. 

(c) Compensation 

The Director of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy may pay a designated employee salary, allow-
ances, and other benefits in an amount and in a 
manner consistent with the nonofficial cover of 
that employee, without regard to any limitation 
that is otherwise applicable to a Federal em-
ployee. A designated employee may accept, uti-
lize, and, to the extent authorized by regula-
tions prescribed under subsection (i), retain any 
salary, allowances, and other benefits provided 
under this section. 

(d) Retirement benefits 

(1) In general 

The Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency may establish and administer a non-
official cover employee retirement system for 
designated employees (and the spouse, former 
spouses, and survivors of such designated em-
ployees). A designated employee may not par-
ticipate in the retirement system established 
under this paragraph and another Federal re-
tirement system at the same time. 

(2) Conversion to other Federal retirement sys-
tem 

(A) In general 

A designated employee participating in 
the retirement system established under 
paragraph (1) may convert to coverage under 
the Federal retirement system which would 
otherwise apply to that employee at any ap-
propriate time determined by the Director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency (including 
at the time of separation of service by rea-
son of retirement), if the Director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency determines that 
the employee’s participation in the retire-
ment system established under this sub-
section is no longer necessary to protect 
from unauthorized disclosure— 

(i) intelligence operations; 
(ii) the identities of undercover intel-

ligence officers; 
(iii) intelligence sources and methods; or 
(iv) intelligence cover mechanisms. 

(B) Conversion treatment 

Upon a conversion under this paragraph— 
(i) all periods of service under the retire-

ment system established under this sub-
section shall be deemed periods of cred-
itable service under the applicable Federal 
retirement system; 
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