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is held by persons other than a Federal, State, local, 

or foreign government; 

‘‘(3) the term ‘critical path’ means the sequence of 

events of a schedule of events under which a delay in 

any event causes a delay in the overall schedule; 

‘‘(4) the term ‘grant agreement’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 6302(2) of title 31, United 

States Code; 

‘‘(5) the term ‘institution of higher education’ has 

the meaning given such term in section 101 of the 

Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001); 

‘‘(6) the term ‘State’ means each of the several 

States of the United States, the District of Columbia, 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-

lands, Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of 

the Northern Mariana Islands, and any other com-

monwealth, territory, or possession of the United 

States; and 

‘‘(7) the term ‘United States commercial provider’ 

means a commercial provider, organized under the 

laws of the United States or of a State, which is— 

‘‘(A) more than 50 percent owned by United States 

nationals; or 

‘‘(B) a subsidiary of a foreign company and the 

Secretary of Commerce finds that— 

‘‘(i) such subsidiary has in the past evidenced a 

substantial commitment to the United States 

market through— 

‘‘(I) investments in the United States in long- 

term research, development, and manufacturing 

(including the manufacture of major compo-

nents and subassemblies); and 

‘‘(II) significant contributions to employment 

in the United States; and 

‘‘(ii) the country or countries in which such for-

eign company is incorporated or organized, and, if 

appropriate, in which it principally conducts its 

business, affords reciprocal treatment to compa-

nies described in subparagraph (A) comparable to 

that afforded to such foreign company’s subsidi-

ary in the United States, as evidenced by— 

‘‘(I) providing comparable opportunities for 

companies described in subparagraph (A) to par-

ticipate in Government sponsored research and 

development similar to that authorized under 

this Act; 

‘‘(II) providing no barriers to companies de-

scribed in subparagraph (A) with respect to 

local investment opportunities that are not pro-

vided to foreign companies in the United 

States; and 

‘‘(III) providing adequate and effective protec-

tion for the intellectual property rights of com-

panies described in subparagraph (A).’’ 
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AMENDMENTS 

2017—Pub. L. 115–10, title III, § 305(b), title IV, § 443(b), 

Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 32, 47, added items 20148 and 

20149. 

SUBCHAPTER I—SHORT TITLE, DECLARA-

TION OF POLICY, AND DEFINITIONS 

§ 20101. Short title 

This chapter may be cited as the ‘‘National 

Aeronautics and Space Act’’. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3330.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20101 .......... (no source) 

Chapter 201 of title 51 restates the National Aero-

nautics and Space Act of 1958. Although short titles are 

generally eliminated as unnecessary in positive law 

titles of the United States Code, in this case it was sug-

gested that the short title ‘‘National Aeronautics and 

Space Act’’ be provided for convenience. 

§ 20102. Congressional declaration of policy and 
purpose 

(a) DEVOTION OF SPACE ACTIVITIES TO PEACE-

FUL PURPOSES FOR BENEFIT OF ALL HUMAN-

KIND.—Congress declares that it is the policy of 

the United States that activities in space should 

be devoted to peaceful purposes for the benefit 

of all humankind. 

(b) AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE ACTIVITIES FOR 

WELFARE AND SECURITY OF UNITED STATES.— 

Congress declares that the general welfare and 
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