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§40301. Purposes

The purposes of this chapter are to—

(1) increase the understanding, assessment,
development,
sources by promoting a strong educational

base, responsive research and training activi-
ties, and broad and prompt dissemination of

knowledge and techniques;

(2) utilize the abilities and talents of the
universities of the Nation to support and con-
tribute to the exploration and development of
the resources and opportunities afforded by
the space environment;

(3) encourage and support, within the univer-
sity community of the Nation, the existence of
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary pro-
grams of space research that—

(A) engage in integrated activities of
training, research, and public service;

(B) have cooperative programs with indus-
try; and

(C) are coordinated with the overall pro-
gram of the Administration;

(4) encourage and support the existence of
consortia, made up of university and industry
members, in order to advance the exploration
and development of space resources in cases in
which national objectives can be better ful-
filled through such consortia than through the
programs of single universities;

(5) encourage and support Federal funding
for graduate fellowships in fields related to
space; and

(6) support activities in colleges and univer-
sities generally for the purpose of creating and
operating a network of institutional programs
that will enhance achievements resulting from
efforts under this chapter.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3382.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

42 U.S.C. 2486a. Pub. L. 100-147, title II, §203,

Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 869.

In paragraph (3), the word ‘‘that’ is substituted for
“, to” for clarity.
In paragraph (4), the words ‘‘in order to’ are sub-

stituted for “‘to”’, and the words ‘‘through such consor-
tia’ are added, for clarity.

CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT OF FINDINGS
Pub. L. 100-147, title II, §202, Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat.

869, provided that: ‘“The Congress finds that—
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‘(1) the vitality of the Nation and the quality of
life of the citizens of the Nation depend increasingly
on the understanding, assessment, development, and
utilization of space resources;

‘“(2) research and development of space science,
space technology, and space commercialization will
contribute to the quality of life, national security,
and the enhancement of commerce;

‘“(3) the understanding and development of the
space frontiers require a broad commitment and an
intense involvement on the part of the Federal Gov-
ernment in partnership with State and local govern-
ments, private industry, universities, organizations,
and individuals concerned with the exploration and
utilization of space;

‘“(4) the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, through the national space grant college and
fellowship program, offers the most suitable means
for such commitment and involvement through the
promotion of activities that will result in greater un-
derstanding, assessment, development, and utiliza-
tion; and

‘“(5) Federal support of the establishment, develop-

ment, and operation of programs and projects by
space grant colleges, space grant regional consortia,
institutions of higher education, institutes, labora-
tories, and other appropriate public and private enti-
ties is the most cost-effective way to promote such
activities.”
[For definition of terms used in section 202 of Pub. L.
100-147, set out above, see section 204 of Pub. L. 100-147,
title II, Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 870, which was classified
to former section 2486b of Title 42, The Public Health
and Welfare, and was repealed and reenacted as section
40302 of this title by Pub. L. 111-314, §§3, 6, Dec. 18, 2010,
124 Stat. 3328, 3444.]

§40302. Definitions

In this chapter:

(1) AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE ACTIVITIES.—
The term ‘‘aeronautical and space activities”
has the meaning given the term in section
20103 of this title.

(2) FIELD RELATED TO SPACE.—The term
“field related to space’” means any academic
discipline or field of study (including the phys-
ical, natural, and biological sciences, and engi-
neering, space technology, education, eco-
nomics, sociology, communications, planning,
law, international affairs, and public adminis-
tration) which is concerned with or likely to
improve the understanding, assessment, devel-
opment, and utilization of space.

(3) PANEL.—The term ‘‘panel’”’ means the
space grant review panel established pursuant
to section 40308 of this title.

(4) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’” means any
individual, any public or private corporation,
partnership, or other association or entity (in-
cluding any space grant college, space grant
regional consortium, institution of higher edu-
cation, institute, or laboratory), or any State,
political subdivision of a State, or agency or
officer of a State or political subdivision of a
State.

(5) SPACE ENVIRONMENT.—The term ‘‘space
environment” means the environment beyond
the sensible atmosphere of the Earth.

(6) SPACE GRANT COLLEGE.—The term ‘‘space
grant college’ means any public or private in-
stitution of higher education which is des-
ignated as such by the Administrator pursuant
to section 40306 of this title.

(7) SPACE GRANT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘space
grant program’ means any program that—
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