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izen or an alien lawfully admitted for perma-

nent residence in the United States. 
(5) Establishing national immigration en-

forcement policies and priorities. 
(6) Except as provided in part C of this sub-

chapter, administering the customs laws of 

the United States. 
(7) Conducting the inspection and related ad-

ministrative functions of the Department of 

Agriculture transferred to the Secretary of 

Homeland Security under section 231 of this 

title. 
(8) In carrying out the foregoing responsibil-

ities, ensuring the speedy, orderly, and effi-

cient flow of lawful traffic and commerce. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 402, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2177; Pub. L. 114–125, title VIII, 

§ 802(g)(1)(B)(ii)(II), Feb. 24, 2016, 130 Stat. 211.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Part C of this subchapter, referred to in par. (6), was 

in the original ‘‘subtitle C’’, meaning subtitle C (§ 421 et 

seq.) of title IV of Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 

2182, which enacted part C (§ 231 et seq.) of this sub-

chapter and amended sections 2279e and 2279f of Title 7, 

Agriculture, and sections 115, 44901, and 47106 of Title 

49, Transportation. For complete classification of sub-

title C to the Code, see Tables. 
The customs laws of the United States, referred to in 

par. (6), are classified generally to Title 19, Customs 

Duties. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–125 substituted ‘‘Border, maritime, 

and transportation responsibilities’’ for ‘‘Responsibil-

ities’’ in section catchline and struck out ‘‘, acting 

through the Under Secretary for Border and Transpor-

tation Security,’’ after ‘‘The Secretary’’ in introduc-

tory provisions. 

§ 203. Functions transferred 

In accordance with subchapter XII (relating to 

transition provisions), there shall be transferred 

to the Secretary the functions, personnel, as-

sets, and liabilities of— 
(1) the United States Customs Service of the 

Department of the Treasury, including the 

functions of the Secretary of the Treasury re-

lating thereto; 
(2) the Transportation Security Administra-

tion of the Department of Transportation, in-

cluding the functions of the Secretary of 

Transportation, and of the Under Secretary of 

Transportation for Security, relating thereto; 
(3) the Federal Protective Service of the 

General Services Administration, including 

the functions of the Administrator of General 

Services relating thereto; 
(4) the Federal Law Enforcement Training 

Center of the Department of the Treasury; and 
(5) the Office for Domestic Preparedness of 

the Office of Justice Programs, including the 

functions of the Attorney General relating 

thereto. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 403, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2178.) 

PART B—U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER 

PROTECTION 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 114–125, title VIII, § 802(g)(1)(B)(iii)(I), Feb. 24, 

2016, 130 Stat. 211, substituted ‘‘U.S. Customs and Bor-

der Protection’’ for ‘‘United States Customs Service’’ 

in part heading. 

§ 211. Establishment of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection; Commissioner, Deputy Commis-
sioner, and operational offices 

(a) In general 

There is established in the Department an 

agency to be known as U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection. 

(b) Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection 

(1) In general 

There shall be at the head of U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection a Commissioner of U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (in this sec-

tion referred to as the ‘‘Commissioner’’). 

(2) Committee referral 

As an exercise of the rulemaking power of 

the Senate, any nomination for the Commis-

sioner submitted to the Senate for confirma-

tion, and referred to a committee, shall be re-

ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

(c) Duties 

The Commissioner shall— 

(1) coordinate and integrate the security, 

trade facilitation, and trade enforcement func-

tions of U.S. Customs and Border Protection; 

(2) ensure the interdiction of persons and 

goods illegally entering or exiting the United 

States; 

(3) facilitate and expedite the flow of legiti-

mate travelers and trade; 

(4) direct and administer the commercial op-

erations of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

tion, and the enforcement of the customs and 

trade laws of the United States; 

(5) detect, respond to, and interdict terror-

ists, drug smugglers and traffickers, human 

smugglers and traffickers, and other persons 

who may undermine the security of the United 

States, in cases in which such persons are en-

tering, or have recently entered, the United 

States; 

(6) safeguard the borders of the United 

States to protect against the entry of dan-

gerous goods; 

(7) ensure the overall economic security of 

the United States is not diminished by efforts, 

activities, and programs aimed at securing the 

homeland; 

(8) in coordination with U.S. Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement and United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Services, enforce 

and administer all immigration laws, as such 

term is defined in paragraph (17) of section 

1101(a) of title 8, including— 

(A) the inspection, processing, and admis-

sion of persons who seek to enter or depart 

the United States; and 

(B) the detection, interdiction, removal, 

departure from the United States, short- 

term detention, and transfer of persons un-

lawfully entering, or who have recently un-

lawfully entered, the United States; 

(9) develop and implement screening and 

targeting capabilities, including the screening, 

reviewing, identifying, and prioritizing of pas-
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