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(Pub. L. 107–296, title V, § 511, as added Pub. L. 
109–295, title VI, § 611(13), Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 
1406.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 321, Pub. L. 107–296, title V, § 510, as 

added Pub. L. 108–458, title VII, § 7303(d), Dec. 17, 2004, 

118 Stat. 3844, related to urban and other high risk area 

communications capabilities, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 

109–295, title VI, § 611(5), Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1395. 

§ 321a. Evacuation plans and exercises 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
and subject to subsection (d), grants made to 
States or local or tribal governments by the De-

partment through the State Homeland Security 

Grant Program or the Urban Area Security Ini-

tiative may be used to— 
(1) establish programs for the development 

and maintenance of mass evacuation plans 

under subsection (b) in the event of a natural 

disaster, act of terrorism, or other man-made 

disaster; 
(2) prepare for the execution of such plans, 

including the development of evacuation 

routes and the purchase and stockpiling of 

necessary supplies and shelters; and 
(3) conduct exercises of such plans. 

(b) Plan development 

In developing the mass evacuation plans au-

thorized under subsection (a), each State, local, 

or tribal government shall, to the maximum ex-

tent practicable— 
(1) establish incident command and decision 

making processes; 
(2) ensure that State, local, and tribal gov-

ernment plans, including evacuation routes, 

are coordinated and integrated; 
(3) identify primary and alternative evacua-

tion routes and methods to increase evacua-

tion capabilities along such routes such as 

conversion of two-way traffic to one-way evac-

uation routes; 
(4) identify evacuation transportation modes 

and capabilities, including the use of mass and 

public transit capabilities, and coordinating 

and integrating evacuation plans for all popu-

lations including for those individuals located 

in hospitals, nursing homes, and other institu-

tional living facilities; 
(5) develop procedures for informing the pub-

lic of evacuation plans before and during an 

evacuation, including individuals— 
(A) with disabilities or other special needs, 

including the elderly; 
(B) with limited English proficiency; or 
(C) who might otherwise have difficulty in 

obtaining such information; and 

(6) identify shelter locations and capabili-

ties. 

(c) Assistance 

(1) In general 

The Administrator may establish any guide-

lines, standards, or requirements determined 

appropriate to administer this section and to 

ensure effective mass evacuation planning for 

State, local, and tribal areas. 

(2) Requested assistance 

The Administrator shall make assistance 

available upon request of a State, local, or 

tribal government to assist hospitals, nursing 

homes, and other institutions that house indi-

viduals with special needs to establish, main-

tain, and exercise mass evacuation plans that 

are coordinated and integrated into the plans 

developed by that State, local, or tribal gov-

ernment under this section. 

(d) Multipurpose funds 

Nothing in this section may be construed to 

preclude a State, local, or tribal government 

from using grant funds in a manner that en-

hances preparedness for a natural or man-made 

disaster unrelated to an act of terrorism, if such 

use assists such government in building capa-

bilities for terrorism preparedness. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title V, § 512, as added Pub. L. 

109–295, title VI, § 611(13), Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 

1407; amended Pub. L. 110–53, title I, § 102(b), 

Aug. 3, 2007, 121 Stat. 293.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Subsec. (b)(5)(A). Pub. L. 110–53 inserted 

‘‘, including the elderly’’ after ‘‘needs’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Any reference to the Administrator of the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency in title VI of Pub. L. 

109–295 or an amendment by title VI to be considered to 

refer and apply to the Director of the Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency until Mar. 31, 2007, see sec-

tion 612(f)(2) of Pub. L. 109–295, set out as a note under 

section 313 of this title. 

§ 321b. Disability Coordinator 

(a) In general 

After consultation with organizations rep-

resenting individuals with disabilities, the Na-

tional Council on Disabilities, and the Inter-

agency Coordinating Council on Preparedness 

and Individuals with Disabilities, established 

under Executive Order No. 13347, the Adminis-

trator shall appoint a Disability Coordinator. 

The Disability Coordinator shall report directly 

to the Administrator, in order to ensure that 

the needs of individuals with disabilities are 

being properly addressed in emergency prepared-

ness and disaster relief. 

(b) Responsibilities 

The Disability Coordinator shall be respon-

sible for— 

(1) providing guidance and coordination on 

matters related to individuals with disabilities 

in emergency planning requirements and relief 

efforts in the event of a natural disaster, act 

of terrorism, or other man-made disaster; 

(2) interacting with the staff of the Agency, 

the National Council on Disabilities, the 

Interagency Coordinating Council on Pre-

paredness and Individuals with Disabilities es-

tablished under Executive Order No. 13347, 

other agencies of the Federal Government, and 

State, local, and tribal government authori-

ties regarding the needs of individuals with 

disabilities in emergency planning require-

ments and relief efforts in the event of a natu-

ral disaster, act of terrorism, or other man- 

made disaster; 

(3) consulting with organizations that rep-

resent the interests and rights of individuals 

with disabilities about the needs of individuals 
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