§1444-1

§ 1444-1. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, act Oct. 31, 1949, ch. 792, title I, §103A, as
added Dec. 23, 1985, Pub. L. 99-198, title V, §501, 99 Stat.
1407; amended Mar. 20, 1986, Pub. L. 99-260, §2(c), 100
Stat. 46; May 27, 1987, Pub. L. 100-45, §4, 101 Stat. 319;
Dec. 22, 1987, Pub. L. 100-203, title I, §§1101(c), 1102(c),
1113(c), 101 Stat. 1330-1, 1330-3, 1330-9, related to loan
rates, target prices, disaster payments, acreage limita-
tion program, and land diversion. See Effective and
Termination Dates note below.

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES

Pub. L. 99-198, title V, §501, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1407,
provided that this section is effective only for the 1986
through 1990 crops of upland cotton.

§1444-2. Repealed. Pub. L. 104-127, title I,
§171(b)(2)(B), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 938

Section, act Oct. 31, 1949, ch. 792, title I, §103B, as
added Nov. 28, 1990, Pub. L. 101-624, title V, §501, 104
Stat. 3421; amended Nov. 5, 1990, Pub. L. 101-508, title I,
§1101(c), 104 Stat. 1388-1; Dec. 13, 1991, Pub. L. 102-237,
title I, §§102(b), 106(b), 107, 113(2), (3), 125, 126, 105 Stat.
1821, 1825, 1827, 1837, 1845; Aug. 10, 1993, Pub. L. 103-66,
title I, §1101(a), 107 Stat. 313; May 6, 1994, Pub. L.
103-247, §1(a), 108 Stat. 618; Oct. 13, 1994, Pub. L. 103-354,
title I, §119(a)(3), 108 Stat. 3207; Dec. 8, 1994, Pub. L.
103-465, title IV, §401(b)(2), 108 Stat. 4957; Aug. 20, 1996,
Pub. L. 104-188, title I, §1954(b)(5), 110 Stat. 1928, related
to loans, payments, and acreage reduction programs for
1991 through 1997 crops of upland cotton.

§1444a. Corn and feed grains and cotton pro-
grams

(a) Referendum of 1958 corn producers

Not later than December 15, 1958, the Sec-
retary shall conduct a referendum of producers
of corn in 1958 in the commercial corn-producing
area for 1958 to determine whether such produc-
ers favor a price support program as provided in
subsection (b) of this section for the 1959 and
subsequent crops in lieu of acreage allotments
as provided in the Agricultural Adjustment Act
of 1938, as amended [7 U.S.C. 1281 et seq.], and
price support as provided in section 1441 of this
title.

(b) Operative status of certain provisions

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if
less than a majority of the producers voting in
the referendum conducted pursuant to sub-
section (a) favor a price support program as pro-
vided in this subsection (b), the following provi-
sions of law shall become inoperative:

(1) [Section enacted section 1329a of this
title.]

(2) [Section enacted section 1444b of this
title.]

(38) [Section repealed section 1441(d)(4) of this
title.]

(¢) Cotton research program

The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby author-
ized and directed to conduct a special cotton re-
search program designed to reduce the cost of
producing upland cotton in the United States at
the earliest practicable date. There are hereby
authorized to be appropriated such sums, not to
exceed $10,000,000 annually, as may be necessary
for the Secretary to carry out this special re-
search program. The Secretary shall report an-
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nually to the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives and to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate with respect to the results of such re-
search.

(d) Cotton insect eradication

In order to reduce cotton production costs, to
prevent the movement of certain cotton plant
insects to areas not now infested, and to en-
hance the quality of the environment, the Sec-
retary is authorized and directed to carry out
programs to destroy and eliminate cotton boll
weevils in infested areas of the United States as
provided herein and to carry out similar pro-
grams with respect to pink bollworms or any
other major cotton insect if the Secretary deter-
mines that methods and systems have been de-
veloped to the point that success in eradication
of such insects is assured. The Secretary shall
carry out the eradication programs authorized
by this subsection through the Commodity Cred-
it Corporation. In carrying out insect eradi-
cation projects, the Secretary shall utilize the
technical and related services of appropriate
Federal, State, private agencies, and cotton or-
ganizations. Producers and landowners in an
eradication zone, established by the Secretary,
who are receiving benefits from any program ad-
ministered by the United States Department of
Agriculture, shall, as a condition of receiving or
continuing any such benefits, participate in and
cooperate with the eradication project, as speci-
fied in regulations of the Secretary.

The Secretary may issue such regulations as
he deems necessary to enforce the provisions of
this subsection with respect to achieving the
compliance of producers and landowners who are
not receiving benefits from any program admin-
istered by the United States Department of Ag-
riculture. Any person who knowingly violates
any such regulation promulgated by the Sec-
retary under this subsection may be assessed a
civil penalty of not to exceed $5,000 for each of-
fense. No civil penalty shall be assessed unless
the person shall have been given notice and op-
portunity for a hearing on such charge in the
county, parish, or incorporated city of the resi-
dence of the person charged. In determining the
amount of the penalty the Secretary shall con-
sider the appropriateness of such penalty to the
size of the business of the person charged, the ef-
fect on the person’s ability to continue in busi-
ness, and the gravity of the violation. Where
special measures deemed essential to achieve-
ment of the eradication objective are taken by
the project and result in a loss of production and
income to the producer, the Secretary shall pro-
vide reasonable and equitable indemnification
from funds available for the project and also
provide for appropriate protection of the allot-
ment, acreage history, and average yield for the
farm. The cost of the program in each eradi-
cation zone shall be determined, and cotton pro-
ducers in the zone shall be required to pay up to
one-half thereof, with the exact share in each
zone area to be specified by the Secretary upon
his finding that such share is reasonable and
equitable based on population levels of the tar-
get insect and the degree of control measures
normally required. Each producer’s pro rata
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