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CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Grain Quality In-
centives Act of 1990, and also as part of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, and not as
part of the Federal Seed Act which comprises this
chapter.

§1594. Prohibition against alterations

No person shall detach, alter, deface, or de-
stroy any label provided for in this chapter or
the rules and regulations made and promulgated
thereunder by the Secretary of Agriculture, or
alter or substitute seed in a manner that may
defeat the purpose of this chapter.

(Aug. 9, 1939, ch. 615, title IV, §404, 53 Stat. 1286.)
EFFECTIVE DATE
See section 1610 of this title.

§ 1595. Seizure

(a) Any seed sold, delivered for transportation
in interstate commerce, or transported in inter-
state or foreign commerce in violation of any of
the provisions of this chapter shall, at the time
of such violation or at any time thereafter, be
liable to be proceeded against on libel of infor-
mation and condemned in any district court of
the United States within the jurisdiction of
which the seed is found.

(b) If seed is condemned by a decree of the
court as being in violation of the provisions of
this chapter, it may be disposed of by the court
by—

(1) sale; or

(2) delivery to the owner thereof after he has
appeared as claimant and paid the court costs
and fees and storage and other proper expenses
and executed and delivered a bond with good
and sufficient sureties that such seed will not
be sold or disposed of in any jurisdiction con-
trary to the provisions of this chapter and the
rules and regulations made and promulgated
thereunder, or the laws of such jurisdiction; or

(3) destruction.

(c) If such seed is disposed of by sale, the pro-
ceeds of the sale, less the court costs and fees
and storage and other proper expenses, shall be
paid into the Treasury as miscellaneous re-
ceipts, but such seed shall not be sold or dis-
posed of in any jurisdiction contrary to the pro-
visions of this chapter and the rules and regula-
tions made and promulgated thereunder, or the
laws of such jurisdiction.

(d) The proceedings in such libel cases shall
conform, as nearly as may be, to the proceedings
in admiralty, except that either party may de-
mand trial by jury of any issue of fact joined in
any such case; and such proceedings shall be at
the suit of and in the name of the United States.

(Aug. 9, 1939, ch. 615, title IV, §405, 53 Stat. 1286.)
EFFECTIVE DATE
See section 1610 of this title

§ 1596. Penalties

(a) Any person who knowingly, or as a result
either of gross negligence or of a failure to make
a reasonable effort to inform himself of the per-
tinent facts, violates any provision of this chap-
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ter or the rules and regulations made and pro-
mulgated thereunder shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall
pay a fine of not more than $1,000, for the first
offense, and upon conviction for each subsequent
offense not more than $2,000.

(b) Any person who violates any provision of
this chapter or the rules and regulations made
and promulgated thereunder shall forfeit to the
United States a sum, not less than $25 or more
than $500, for each such violation, which forfeit-
ure shall be recoverable in a civil suit brought
in the name of the United States.

(Aug. 9, 1939, ch. 615, title IV, §406, 53 Stat. 1286;
July 9, 1956, ch. 520, §1, 70 Stat. 508.)

AMENDMENTS

1956—Act July 9, 1956, designated existing provisions
as subsec. (a), inserted ‘“‘knowingly or as a result either
of gross negligence or of a failure to make a reasonable
effort to inform himself of the pertinent facts,” and
added subsec. (b).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT

Act July 9, 1956, ch. 520, §4, 70 Stat. 508, provided that:
“The amendments made by this Act [amending sections
1574, 1596, and 1602 of this title] shall be applicable only
with respect to violations occurring after the enact-
ment of this Act [July 9, 1956].”

EFFECTIVE DATE
See section 1610 of this title.

§1597. Agent’s acts as binding principal

When construing and enforcing the provisions
of this chapter, the act, omission, or failure of
any officer, agent, or other person acting for or
employed by any person, partnership, corpora-
tion, company, society, or association, shall in
every case be also deemed to be the act, omis-
sion, or failure of such person, partnership, cor-
poration, company, society, or association, as
well as that of the person employed.

(Aug. 9, 1939, ch. 615, title IV, §407, 53 Stat. 1286.)
EFFECTIVE DATE
See section 1610 of this title.

§ 1598. Notice of intention to prosecute

Before any violation of this chapter is re-
ported by the Secretary of Agriculture to any
United States attorney for institution of a
criminal proceeding, the person against whom
such proceeding is contemplated shall be given
appropriate notice and an opportunity to pre-
vent! his views, either orally or in writing, with
regard to such contemplated proceeding.

(Aug. 9, 1939, ch. 615, title IV, §408, 53 Stat. 1286.)
EFFECTIVE DATE
See section 1610 of this title.

§1599. Cease and desist proceedings
(a) Hearing

Whenever the Secretary of Agriculture has
reason to believe that any person has violated or
is violating any of the provisions of this chapter
or the rules and regulations made and promul-

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘present’.
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