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determine whether the civilian medical and dental

care providers available in such area are adequate

to fill the civilian positions created by the conver-
sion of military medical and dental positions to ci-
vilian positions in such area; and

‘(C) any action taken by the Secretary in re-
sponse to recommendations in the Comptroller
General report under subsection (b)(3).

*“(b) REQUIREMENT FOR STUDY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General shall
conduct a study on the effect of conversions of mili-
tary medical and dental positions to civilian medical
or dental positions on the defense health program.

‘“(2) MATTERS COVERED.—The study shall include
the following:

‘“(A) The number of military medical and dental
positions, by grade and specialty, planned for con-
version to civilian medical or dental positions.

‘(B) The number of military medical and dental
positions, by grade and specialty, converted to ci-
vilian medical or dental positions since October 1,
2004.

“(C) The ability of the military health care sys-
tem to fill the civilian medical and dental positions
required, by specialty.

‘(D) The degree to which access to health care is
affected in both the direct and purchased care sys-
tem, including an assessment of the effects of any
increased shifts in patient load from the direct care
to the purchased care system, or any delays in re-
ceipt of care in either the direct or purchased care
system because of lack of direct care providers.

‘“(E) The degree to which changes in military
manpower requirements affect recruiting and re-
tention of uniformed medical and dental personnel.

‘“(F) The degree to which conversion of the mili-
tary positions meets the joint medical and dental
readiness requirements of the uniformed services,
as determined jointly by all the uniformed services.

‘(G) The effect of the conversions of military
medical positions to civilian medical and dental po-
sitions on the defense health program, including
costs associated with the conversions, with a com-
parison of the estimated costs versus the actual
costs incurred by the number of conversions since
October 1, 2004.

‘“(H) The effectiveness of the conversions in en-
hancing medical and dental readiness, health care
efficiency, productivity, quality, and customer sat-
isfaction.

‘“(3) REPORT ON STUDY.—Not later than May 1, 2006,
the Comptroller General shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report containing the results of the
study under this section.

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘military medical or dental position’
means a position for the performance of health care
functions within the Armed Forces held by a member
of the Armed Forces.

‘“(2) The term ‘civilian medical or dental position’
means a position for the performance of health care
functions within the Department of Defense held by
an employee of the Department or of a contractor of
the Department.

“(3) The term ‘affected area’ means an area in
which military medical or dental positions were con-
verted to civilian medical or dental positions before
October 1, 2004, or in which such conversions are
scheduled to occur in the future.

‘“(4) The term ‘uniformed services’ has the meaning
given that term in section 1072(1) of title 10, United
States Code.”

SPECIAL TRANSITION RULE FOR FISCAL YEAR 1996

Pub. L. 104-106, div. A, title V, §564(b), Feb. 10, 1996,
110 Stat. 326, provided that, for purposes of applying
subsec. (b)(1) of this section during fiscal year 1996, the
number against which the percentage limitation of 95
percent was to be computed would be the number of
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medical personnel of the Department of Defense as of
the end of fiscal year 1994, rather than the number as
of the end of fiscal year 1995.

§129d. Disclosure to litigation support contrac-
tors

(a) DISCLOSURE AUTHORITY.—An officer or em-
ployee of the Department of Defense may dis-
close sensitive information to a litigation sup-
port contractor if—

(1) the disclosure is for the sole purpose of
providing litigation support to the Govern-
ment in the form of administrative, technical,
or professional services during or in anticipa-
tion of litigation; and

(2) under a contract with the Government,
the litigation support contractor agrees to and
acknowledges—

(A) that sensitive information furnished
will be accessed and used only for the pur-
poses stated in the relevant contract;

(B) that the contractor will take all pre-
cautions necessary to prevent disclosure of
the sensitive information provided to the
contractor;

(C) that such sensitive information pro-
vided to the contractor under the authority
of this section shall not be used by the con-
tractor to compete against a third party for
Government or non-Government contracts;
and

(D) that the violation of subparagraph (A),
(B), or (C) is a basis for the Government to
terminate the litigation support contract of
the contractor.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘litigation support contractor”
means a contractor (including an expert or
technical consultant) under contract with the
Department of Defense to provide litigation
support.

(2) The term ‘‘sensitive information’ means
confidential commercial, financial, or propri-
etary information, technical data, or other
privileged information.

(Added Pub. L. 112-81, div. A,
§802(a)(1), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1484.)

§130. Authority to withhold from public disclo-
sure certain technical data

title VIII,

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary of Defense may withhold
from public disclosure any technical data with
military or space application in the possession
of, or under the control of, the Department of
Defense, if such data may not be exported law-
fully outside the United States without an ap-
proval, authorization, or license under the Ex-
port Administration Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 4601 et
seq.) or the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2751 et seq.). However, technical data may not be
withheld under this section if regulations pro-
mulgated under either such Act authorize the
export of such data pursuant to a general, unre-
stricted license or exemption in such regula-
tions.

(b) Regulations under this section shall be
published in the Federal Register for a period of
no less than 30 days for public comment before
promulgation. Such regulations shall address,
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