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CHAPTER 57—DECORATIONS AND AWARDS 

Sec. 

1121. Legion of Merit: award. 
1122. Medal for Merit: award. 
1123. Right to wear badges of military societies. 
1124. Cash awards for disclosures, suggestions, in-

ventions, and scientific achievements. 
1125. Recognition for accomplishments: award of 

trophies. 
1126. Gold star lapel button: eligibility and dis-

tribution. 
1127. Precedence of the award of the Purple Heart. 
1128. Prisoner-of-war medal: issue. 
1129. Purple Heart: members killed or wounded in 

action by friendly fire. 
1129a. Purple Heart: members killed or wounded in 

attacks by foreign terrorist organizations. 
1130. Consideration of proposals for decorations 

not previously submitted in timely fashion: 
procedures for review. 

1131. Purple Heart: limitation to members of the 
armed forces. 

1132. Presentation of decorations: prohibition on 
entering correctional facilities for presen-
tation to prisoners convicted of serious vio-
lent felonies. 

1133. Bronze Star: limitation on persons eligible to 
receive. 

1134. Medal of honor: award to individual interred 
in Tomb of the Unknowns as representative 
of casualties of a war. 

1134a. Medal of honor: Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Coast Guard Medal of Honor Roll. 

1135. Replacement of military decorations. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title V, § 571(a)(1)(B), 
Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3387, added item 1129a. 

2013—Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title V, § 563(a)(2), Dec. 26, 
2013, 127 Stat. 767, added item 1134a. 

2011—Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title V, § 571(b), Jan. 7, 
2011, 124 Stat. 4223, added item 1133 and struck out 
former item 1133 ‘‘Bronze star: limitation to members 
receiving imminent danger pay’’. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title V, § 571(b), Oct. 14, 
2008, 122 Stat. 4472, added item 1135. 

2004—Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title V, § 561(b), Oct. 28, 
2004, 118 Stat. 1918, added item 1134. 

2003—Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title X, § 1031(a)(10)(B), 
Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1597, struck out ‘‘and recom-
mendation’’ after ‘‘review’’ in item 1130. 

2000—Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title V, § 541(b)], 
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–114, added item 1133. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title V, § 537(b), Oct. 17, 
1998, 112 Stat. 2019, added item 1132. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title V, § 571(a)(2), Nov. 18, 
1997, 111 Stat. 1756, added item 1131. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 526(b), Feb. 10, 
1996, 110 Stat. 314, added item 1130. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title XI, § 1141(b), Nov. 30, 
1993, 107 Stat. 1757, added item 1129. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–145, title V, § 532(a)(2), title XII, 
§ 1225(a)(2)(B), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 634, 730, inserted 
‘‘disclosures,’’ and substituted ‘‘and’’ for ‘‘or’’ in item 
1124, and added item 1128. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–525, title V, § 553(b), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2532, added item 1127. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–718, § 9, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1117, re-
designated item 1124, added by Pub. L. 89–534, § 1(2), 
Aug. 11, 1966, 80 Stat. 345, as 1126. 

Pub. L. 89–534, § 1(2), Aug. 11, 1966, 80 Stat. 345, added 
item 1124, relating to eligibility for and distribution of 
gold star lapel button. 

Pub. L. 89–529, § 1(2), Aug. 11, 1966, 80 Stat. 339, added 
item 1125. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–198, § 1(2), Sept. 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 831, 
added item 1124, relating to payment of cash awards for 
members of armed forces for suggestions, inventions, or 
scientific achievements. 

ATOMIC VETERANS SERVICE CERTIFICATE 

Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title V, § 581, Aug. 13, 2018, 132 
Stat. 1787, provided that: 

‘‘(a) SERVICE CERTIFICATE REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
of Defense shall design and produce a military service 
certificate, to be known as the ‘Atomic Veterans Serv-
ice Certificate’, to honor retired and former members 
of the Armed Forces who are radiation-exposed veter-
ans (as such term is defined in section 1112(c)(3) of title 
38, United States Code). 

‘‘(b) DISTRIBUTION OF CERTIFICATE.— 
‘‘(1) ISSUANCE TO RETIRED AND FORMER MEMBERS.— 

At the request of a radiation-exposed veteran, the 
Secretary of Defense shall issue the Atomic Veterans 
Service Certificate to the veteran. 

‘‘(2) ISSUANCE TO NEXT-OF-KIN.—In the case of a radi-
ation-exposed veteran who is deceased, the Secretary 
may provide for issuance of the Atomic Veterans 
Service Certificate to the next-of-kin of the person.’’ 

AWARD OF MEDALS OR OTHER COMMENDATIONS TO 
HANDLERS OF MILITARY WORKING DOGS 

Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title V, § 582, Aug. 13, 2018, 132 
Stat. 1787, provided that: 

‘‘(a) PROGRAM OF AWARD REQUIRED.—Each Secretary 
of a military department shall carry out a program to 
provide for the award of one or more medals or other 
commendations to handlers of military working dogs 
under the jurisdiction of such Secretary to recognize 
valor or meritorious achievement by such handlers and 
dogs. 

‘‘(b) MEDALS AND COMMENDATIONS.—Any medal or 
commendation awarded pursuant to a program under 
subsection (a) shall be of such design, and include such 
elements, as the Secretary of the military department 
concerned shall specify. The Secretary concerned may 
use an existing award to carry out such program. 

‘‘(c) PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE.—Any medal or 
commendation awarded pursuant to a program under 
subsection (a) may be presented to and accepted by the 
handler concerned on behalf of the handler and the 
military working dog concerned. 

‘‘(d) REGULATIONS.—Medals and commendations shall 
be awarded under programs under subsection (a) in ac-
cordance with regulations prescribed by the Secretary 
of Defense for purposes of this section.’’ 

PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS AND RECOGNITION ITEMS FOR 
PARTICIPANTS IN OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM OR 
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 

Pub. L. 110–116, div. A, title VIII, § 8099, Nov. 13, 2007, 
121 Stat. 1337, provided that: ‘‘Hereafter, the Secretary 
of Defense may present promotional materials, includ-
ing a United States flag, to any member of an Active 
or Reserve component under the Secretary’s jurisdic-
tion who, as determined by the Secretary, participates 
in Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, along with other recognition items in con-
junction with any week-long national observation and 
day of national celebration, if established by Presi-
dential proclamation, for any such members returning 
from such operations.’’ 

REPORT ON DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PROCESS FOR 
AWARDING DECORATIONS 

Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title V, § 557, Oct. 17, 2006, 120 
Stat. 2219, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Defense shall conduct 
a review of the policy, procedures, and processes of the 
military departments for awarding decorations to 
members of the Armed Forces. 

‘‘(b) TIME PERIODS.—As part of the review under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall compare the time 
frames of the awards process between active duty and 
reserve components— 

‘‘(1) from the time a recommendation for the award 
of a decoration is submitted until the time the award 
of the decoration is approved; and 

‘‘(2) from the time the award of a decoration is ap-
proved until the time when the decoration is pre-
sented to the recipient. 
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‘‘(c) RESERVE COMPONENTS.—If the Secretary, in con-
ducting the review under subsection (a), finds that the 
timeliness of the awards process for members of the re-
serve components is not the same as, or similar to, that 
for members of the active components, the Secretary 
shall take appropriate steps to address the discrepancy. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than August 1, 2007, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives a report contain-
ing the Secretary’s findings as a result of the review 
under subsection (a), together with a plan for imple-
menting whatever changes are determined to be appro-
priate to the process for awarding decorations in order 
to ensure that decorations are awarded in a timely 
manner, to the extent practicable.’’ 

SEPARATE MILITARY CAMPAIGN MEDALS TO RECOGNIZE 
SERVICE IN OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM AND 
SERVICE IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 

Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title V, § 576, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3274, provided that: ‘‘For purposes of eligibility 
for the campaign medal for Operation Enduring Free-
dom established pursuant to Public Law 108–234 (10 
U.S.C. 1121 note), the beginning date of Operation En-
during Freedom is September 11, 2001.’’ 

Pub. L. 108–234, § 1, May 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 655, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—The President shall establish a 
campaign medal specifically to recognize service by 
members of the uniformed services in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom and a separate campaign medal specifi-
cally to recognize service by members of the uniformed 
services in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBILITY.—Subject to such limitations as may 
be prescribed by the President, eligibility for a cam-
paign medal established pursuant to subsection (a) 
shall be set forth in regulations to be prescribed by the 
Secretary concerned (as defined in section 101 of title 
10, United States Code). In the case of regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretaries of the military departments, 
the regulations shall be subject to approval by the Sec-
retary of Defense and shall be uniform throughout the 
Department of Defense.’’ 

COMMENDATION OF MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES AND 
GOVERNMENT CIVILIAN PERSONNEL WHO SERVED DUR-
ING COLD WAR 

Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title X, § 1084, Nov. 18, 1997, 111 
Stat. 1919, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the following: 
‘‘(1) During the period of the Cold War, from the 

end of World War II until the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, the United States and the Soviet Union 
engaged in a global military rivalry. 

‘‘(2) This rivalry, potentially the most dangerous 
military confrontation in the history of mankind, has 
come to a close without a direct superpower military 
conflict. 

‘‘(3) Military and civilian personnel of the Depart-
ment of Defense, personnel in the intelligence com-
munity, members of the foreign service, and other of-
ficers and employees of the United States faithfully 
performed their duties during the Cold War. 

‘‘(4) Many such personnel performed their duties 
while isolated from family and friends and served 
overseas under frequently arduous conditions in order 
to protect the United States and achieve a lasting 
peace. 

‘‘(5) The discipline and dedication of those person-
nel were fundamental to the prevention of a super-
power military conflict. 
‘‘(b) CONGRESSIONAL COMMENDATION.—The Congress 

hereby commends the members of the Armed Forces 
and civilian personnel of the Government who contrib-
uted to the historic victory in the Cold War and ex-
presses its gratitude and appreciation for their service 
and sacrifices. 

‘‘(c) CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION.—The Secretary of 
Defense shall prepare a certificate recognizing the Cold 

War service of qualifying members of the Armed Forces 
and civilian personnel of the Department of Defense 
and other Government agencies contributing to na-
tional security, as determined by the Secretary, and 
shall provide the certificate to such members and civil-
ian personnel upon request.’’ 

EX. ORD. NO. 11448. MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 11448, Jan. 16, 1969, 34 F.R. 915, as amend-
ed by Ex. Ord. No. 12312, July 2, 1981, 46 F.R. 35251; Ex. 
Ord. No. 13286, § 61, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 10629, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States and as Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, it is ordered as fol-
lows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a Meritorious 
Service Medal, with accompanying ribbons and appur-
tenances, for award by the Secretary of a Military De-
partment or the Secretary of Homeland Security with 
regard to the Coast Guard when not operating as a 
service in the Navy, or by such military commanders or 
other appropriate officers as the Secretary concerned 
may designate, to any member of the armed forces of 
the United States, or to any member of the armed 
forces of a friendly foreign nation, who has distin-
guished himself by outstanding meritorious achieve-
ment or service. 

SEC. 2. The Meritorious Service Medal and appur-
tenances thereto shall be of appropriate design ap-
proved by the Secretary of Defense, and shall be award-
ed under such regulations as the Secretary concerned 
may prescribe. Such regulations shall, so far as prac-
ticable, be uniform, and those of the military depart-
ments shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of Defense. 

SEC. 3. No more than one Meritorious Service Medal 
shall be awarded to any one person, but for each suc-
ceeding outstanding meritorious achievement or serv-
ice justifying such an award a suitable device may be 
awarded to be worn with the medal as prescribed by ap-
propriate regulations. 

SEC. 4. The Meritorious Service Medal or device may 
be awarded posthumously and, when so awarded, may 
be presented to such representative of the deceased as 
may be deemed appropriate by the Secretary of the de-
partment concerned. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11544 

Ex. Ord. No. 11544, July 8, 1970, 35 F.R. 11115, which es-
tablished a Vice Presidential Service Certificate and a 
Vice Presidential Service Badge, was superseded by Ex. 
Ord. No. 11926, July 19, 1976, 41 F.R. 29805, set out below. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11904. DEFENSE SUPERIOR SERVICE MEDAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 11904, Feb. 6, 1976, 41 F.R. 5625, provided: 
By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 

of the United States of America, and as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a Defense Su-
perior Service Medal with accompanying ribbons and 
appurtenances for award by the Secretary of Defense to 
any member of the Armed Forces of the United States 
who has rendered superior meritorious service in a po-
sition of significant responsibility with the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense, the Organization of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, a specified or unified command, a De-
fense agency, or such other joint activity as may be 
designated by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 2. The Defense Superior Service Medal and ap-
purtenances thereto shall be of appropriate design ap-
proved by the Secretary of Defense and shall be award-
ed under such regulations as he shall prescribe. These 
regulations shall place the Defense Superior Service 
Medal in an order of precedence after the Medal of 
Honor, the Distinguished Service Cross, the Defense 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Distinguished Service 
Medal and the Silver Star Medal, but before the Legion 
of Merit. 
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SEC. 3. No more than one Defense Superior Service 
Medal shall be awarded to any one person, but for each 
succeeding period of superior meritorious service justi-
fying such an award, a suitable device may be awarded 
to be worn with that Medal as prescribed by appro-
priate regulations of the Department of Defense. 

SEC. 4. The Defense Superior Service Medal or device 
may be awarded posthumously, and when so awarded, 
may be presented to such representative of the de-
ceased as may be deemed appropriate by the Secretary 
of Defense. 

GERALD R. FORD. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11926. VICE PRESIDENTIAL SERVICE BADGE 

Ex. Ord. No. 11926, July 19, 1976, 41 F.R. 29805, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 56, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 
10629; Ex. Ord. No. 13373, § 1, Mar. 10, 2005, 70 F.R. 12579, 
provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States of America, and as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. There is established a Vice Presidential 
Service Badge to be awarded in the name of the Vice 
President of the United States of America to members 
of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and commissioned corps 
of the Public Health Service who have been assigned to 
duty in the Office of the Vice President for a period of 
at least one year subsequent to December 19, 1974, or 
who have been assigned to perform duties predomi-
nantly for the Vice President for a period of at least 
one year subsequent to January 20, 2001, in the imple-
mentation of Public Law 93–346, as amended [3 U.S.C. 
111 note], or in military units and support facilities to 
which section 1 of Executive Order 12793 of March 20, 
1992, as amended [set out below], refers. 

SEC. 2. The Vice Presidential Service Badge may be 
awarded, upon recommendation of the Vice President’s 
designee (with the concurrence of the Director of the 
White House Military Office in the case of personnel in 
military units or support facilities to which section 1 of 
Executive Order 12793, as amended, refers), by the Sec-
retary of the Army, the Secretary of the Navy, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, or, when the Coast Guard is not 
operating as a service in the Navy, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, to military personnel of their re-
spective services who have been assigned to duty in the 
Office of the Vice President and, in the case of mem-
bers of the commissioned corps of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration or the commissioned 
corps of the Public Health Service so assigned, by the 
Secretary of Commerce or the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, respectively. 

SEC. 3. The Vice Presidential Service Badge shall be 
accompanied by a certificate, the design of which is at-
tached hereto and is made a part of this Order. The 
Vice Presidential Service Badge shall consist of a white 
enameled disc surrounded by 27 gold rays radiating 
from the center, 115⁄16 inches in diameter overall. Super-
imposed on the white disc shall be a gold color device 
taken from the seal of the Vice President of the United 
States. The overall design of the badge shall be as 
shown at the top of the certificate which accompanies 
the Badge and which is attached to this Order. 

SEC. 4. Upon award, the Vice Presidential Service 
Badge may be worn as a part of the uniform of an indi-
vidual both during and after his assignment to duty in 
the Office of the Vice President. 

SEC. 5. Only one Vice Presidential Service Badge 
shall be awarded to an individual. It may be awarded 
posthumously. No award shall be made to an individual 
under this Order based on a period of service with re-
spect to which, in whole or in part, the individual was 
awarded the Presidential Service Badge. 

SEC. 6. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 1 
and 2 of this Order, any member of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, commissioned corps 

of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and commissioned corps of the Public Health 
Service, who has been assigned to duty in the Office of 
the Vice President, or who has been assigned to per-
form duties predominantly for the Vice President, in 
the implementation of Public Law 93–346, as amended, 
or in military units and support facilities to which sec-
tion 1 of Executive Order 12793, as amended, refers,,[sic] 
is authorized, unless otherwise directed by the Director 
of the White House Military Office in the case of per-
sonnel in military units or support facilities to which 
section 1 of Executive Order 12793, as amended, refers, 
to wear the Vice Presidential Service Badge on his or 
her uniform commencing on the first day of such duty 
and thereafter while assigned to such duty. 

SEC. 7. Executive Order No. 11544 of July 8, 1970, is 
hereby superseded; however, individuals previously 
awarded a Vice Presidential Service Badge under that 
Order are authorized to continue to wear such badge as 
part of their uniform. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11965. HUMANITARIAN SERVICE MEDAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 11965, Jan. 19, 1977, 42 F.R. 4329, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 55, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 
10629, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States of America, and as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a Humani-
tarian Service Medal with accompanying ribbons and 
appurtenances for award by the Secretary of Defense or 
the Secretary of Homeland Security with regard to the 
Coast Guard when not operating as a Service in the 
Navy. Individuals eligible for the medal are members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States (including Re-
serve Components) who, subsequent to April 1, 1975, dis-
tinguished themselves by meritorious participation in 
a military act or operation of a humanitarian nature. 
The Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of Home-
land Security for the Coast Guard will determine types 
of acts or operations that warrant award of the medal. 

SEC. 2. The Humanitarian Service Medal and ribbons 
and appurtenances thereto shall be of appropriate de-
sign approved by the Secretary of Defense and shall be 
awarded by the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security for the Coast Guard under uni-
form regulations, as prescribed by the Secretary of De-
fense. The regulations shall place the Humanitarian 
Service Medal in an order of precedence immediately 
after the Vietnam Service Medal. 

SEC. 3. No more than one Humanitarian Service 
Medal shall be awarded to any one person, but for each 
subsequent participation in a humanitarian act or op-
eration justifying such an award, a suitable device may 
be awarded to be worn with that medal as prescribed by 
appropriate regulations of the Military Departments. 

SEC. 4. The Humanitarian Service Medal or device 
may be awarded posthumously, and when so awarded, 
may be presented to such representative of the de-
ceased as may be deemed appropriate by the Secretary 
of Defense or the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12019. DEFENSE MERITORIOUS SERVICE 
MEDAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 12019, Nov. 3, 1977, 42 F.R. 57945, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13666, Apr. 18, 2014, 79 F.R. 
22591, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States of America, and as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a Defense Mer-
itorious Service Medal, with accompanying ribbons and 
appurtenances, for award by the Secretary of Defense 
to any member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, or to any member of the armed forces of a 
friendly foreign nation, who has rendered outstanding 
non-combat meritorious achievement or service while 
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assigned to the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the 
Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a specified or 
unified command, a Defense agency, or other such joint 
activity as may be designated by the Secretary of De-
fense. 

SEC. 2. The Defense Meritorious Service Medal, with 
accompanying ribbons and appurtenances, shall be of 
appropriate design approved by the Secretary of De-
fense and shall be awarded under such regulations as 
the Secretary of Defense may prescribe. These regula-
tions shall place the Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
in an order of precedence after the Medal of Honor, the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the Defense Distinguished 
Service Medal, the Distinguished Service Medal, the 
Silver Star Medal, the Defense Superior Service Medal, 
the Legion of Merit Medal, and the Bronze Star Medal, 
but before the Meritorious Service Medal. 

SEC. 3. No more than one Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal shall be awarded to any one person, but for each 
succeeding outstanding meritorious achievement or 
service justifying such an award a suitable device to be 
worn with that medal may be awarded under such regu-
lations as the Secretary of Defense may prescribe. 

SEC. 4. The Defense Meritorious Service Medal or de-
vice may be awarded posthumously and, when so 
awarded, may be presented to such representative of 
the deceased as may be deemed appropriate by the Sec-
retary of Defense. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12793. PRESIDENTIAL SERVICE CERTIFICATE 
AND PRESIDENTIAL SERVICE BADGE 

Ex. Ord. No. 12793, Mar. 20, 1992, 57 F.R. 10281, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 31, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 
10625, provided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, and as Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the United States, it is ordered of follows: 

SECTION 1. Presidential Service Certificate. The Presi-
dential Service Certificate (‘‘Certificate’’) is hereby 
continued, the design of which accompanies and is 
hereby made a part of this order. The Certificate shall 
be awarded in the name of the President of the United 
States by the Secretary of the Army, the Secretary of 
the Navy, the Secretary of the Air Force, or, when the 
Coast Guard is not operating as a service in the Navy, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security. It shall be award-
ed by the appropriate Secretary to members of the 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard, 
respectively, who have been assigned to the White 
House Office; to military units and support facilities 
under the administration of the White House Military 
Office; or to other direct support positions within the 
Executive Office of the President (‘‘EOP’’). The Certifi-
cate shall not be issued to any member who is issued a 
Vice Presidential Certificate, or similar EOP Certifi-
cate, for the same period of service. Such assignment 
must be for a period of at least one year, subsequent to 
January 21, 1989. 

SEC. 2. Presidential Service Badge. The Presidential 
Service Badge (‘‘Badge’’) is hereby continued, the de-
sign of which accompanies and is hereby made a part of 
this order. The Badge shall be awarded to those mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who have been granted the 
Certificate and shall be awarded in the same manner in 
which the Certificate has been given. The Badge shall 
be worn as a part of the uniform of those individuals 
under such regulations as their respective Secretaries 
may severally prescribe. 

SEC. 3. Only one Certificate may be awarded to an in-
dividual. 

SEC. 4. The Certificate and the Badge may be granted 
posthumously. 

SEC. 5. This order shall supersede Executive Order No. 
10879 of June 1, 1960, as amended. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12830. MILITARY OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER 
SERVICE MEDAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 12830, Jan. 9, 1993, 58 F.R. 4061, as amend-
ed by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 28, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 10625, 
provided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, and as Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a Military 
Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, with accom-
panying ribbons and appurtenances, for award by the 
Secretary of Defense or, with respect to the Coast 
Guard when it is not operating as a service in the Navy, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security. Members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States (including Reserve 
components) who perform outstanding volunteer serv-
ice to the civilian community of a sustained, direct, 
and consequential nature are eligible for the medal. 

SEC. 2. The Military Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medal and ribbons and appurtenances thereto shall be 
of appropriate design approved by the Secretary of De-
fense. The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe regula-
tions to govern the award and wear of the Military Out-
standing Volunteer Service Medal. The regulations 
shall place the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medal in order of precedence immediately after the Hu-
manitarian Service Medal. 

SEC. 3. No more than one award of the Military Out-
standing Volunteer Service Medal may be made to any 
one person, but for each subsequent act justifying such 
an award, a suitable device may be awarded to be worn 
with that medal as prescribed by appropriate regula-
tions issued by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 4. The Military Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medal may be awarded posthumously, and when so 
awarded, may be presented to such representatives of 
the deceased as may be deemed appropriate by the Sec-
retary of Defense or, in the case of a member of the 
Coast Guard when it is not operating as a service in the 
Navy, the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12985. ESTABLISHING ARMED FORCES 
SERVICE MEDAL 

Ex. Ord. No. 12985, Jan. 11, 1996, 61 F.R. 1209, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 20, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 
10624, provided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including my authority as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Establishment. There is hereby established 
the Armed Forces Service Medal with accompanying 
ribbons and appurtenances, for award to members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States who, on or after 
June 1, 1992, in the opinion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 
(a) Participate, or have participated, as members of 
United States military units in a United States mili-
tary operation in which personnel of any Armed Force 
participate that is deemed to be significant activity; 
and 

(b) Encounter no foreign armed opposition or immi-
nent hostile action. 

SEC. 2. Approval and Award. The medal, with ribbons 
and appurtenances, shall be of an appropriate design 
approved by the Secretary of Defense and shall be 
awarded by the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security with respect to the Coast Guard 
when it is not operating as a service in the Navy, under 
uniform regulations, as prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense. The regulations shall place the Armed Forces 
Service Medal in an order of precedence immediately 
before the Humanitarian Service Medal. 

SEC. 3. Criteria. The medal shall be awarded only for 
operations for which no other United States service 
medal is approved. For operations in which personnel of 
only one Military Department or the Coast Guard par-
ticipate, the medal shall be awarded only if there is no 
other suitable award available to the department or the 
Coast Guard. No more than one medal shall be awarded 
to any one person, but for each succeeding operation 
justifying such award a suitable device may be awarded 
to be worn on the medal or ribbon as prescribed by ap-
propriate regulations. 
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SEC. 4. Posthumous Provision. The medal may be 
awarded posthumously and, when so awarded, may be 
presented to such representative of the deceased as 
may be deemed appropriate by the Secretary of Defense 
or the Secretary of Transportation [sic]. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13306. ESTABLISHING THE BOB HOPE 
AMERICAN PATRIOT AWARD 

Ex. Ord. No. 13306, May 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 33337, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President and as 
Commander in Chief by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is ordered as fol-
lows: 

SECTION 1. Establishment of the Award. In order to en-
courage love of country, service to the people of the 
United States, and support for our Armed Forces, and 
in order to recognize the unique and lifelong service of 
Bob Hope to the United States Armed Forces and to the 
Nation through his unwavering patriotism and dedica-
tion to maintaining the morale of the troops he enter-
tained for nearly six decades, and on the occasion of his 
100th birthday, there is hereby established the Bob 
Hope American Patriot Award (Award). 

SEC. 2. Granting and Presentation of the Award. 

(a) The Award may be granted by the President, in 
his sole discretion, to any civilian individual who has 
demonstrated extraordinary love of country and devo-
tion to the personnel of the United States Armed 
Forces, in the form of true patriotism. The Award may 
also be granted by the President to an organization 
that meets the same criteria. 

(b) Other than in exceptional circumstances, no more 
than one Award may be granted in any given year. 

(c) The presentation of the Award may take place at 
any time during the year. 

(d) Subject to the provisions of this order, the Award 
may be conferred posthumously. 

GEORGE W. BUSH. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13830. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO 
APPROVE CERTAIN MILITARY DECORATIONS 

Ex. Ord. No. 13830, Apr. 20, 2018, 83 F.R. 18191, pro-
vided: 

For the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions 
of sections 1121, 3742, 3743, 3746, 3749, 3750, 6242, 6243, 6244, 
6245, 6246, 8742, 8743, 8746, 8749, and 8750 of title 10, and 
sections 491a, 492, 492a, 492b, and 493 [now 2735, 2736, 
2737, 2738, and 2739] of title 14, United States Code, the 
following rules and regulations pertaining to the award 
of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air 
Force Cross, Coast Guard Cross, Distinguished Service 
Medal, Silver Star Medal, Legion of Merit, Distin-
guished Flying Cross, Soldier’s Medal, Navy and Marine 
Corps Medal, Airman’s Medal, and Coast Guard Medal 
are promulgated: 

SECTION 1. Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air 

Force Cross, and Coast Guard Cross. The Secretary of the 
military department concerned, or the Secretary of 
Homeland Security with respect to the Coast Guard 
when it is not operating as a service in the Navy, may 
award the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air 
Force Cross, and Coast Guard Cross in the name of the 
President to any person who, while serving in any ca-
pacity with the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, 
or Coast Guard, as the case may be, distinguishes him-
self or herself by extraordinary heroism not justifying 
award of the Medal of Honor: 

(a) while engaged in an action against an enemy of 
the United States; 

(b) while engaged in military operations involving 
conflict with an opposing foreign force or, with respect 
to the Coast Guard, an international terrorist organiza-
tion; or 

(c) while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged 
in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in 
which the United States is not a belligerent party. 

SEC. 2. Distinguished Service Medal. The Secretary of 
the military department concerned, or the Secretary of 

Homeland Security with respect to the Coast Guard 
when it is not operating as a service in the Navy, may 
award the Distinguished Service Medal of each of the 
respective Armed Forces of the United States in the 
name of the President to any person who, while serving 
in any capacity with the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Air Force, or Coast Guard, as the case may be, distin-
guishes himself or herself by exceptionally meritorious 
service to the United States in a duty of great respon-
sibility. 

SEC. 3. Silver Star Medal. The Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned, or the Secretary of Home-
land Security with respect to the Coast Guard when it 
is not operating as a service in the Navy, may award 
the Silver Star Medal in the name of the President to 
any person who, while serving in any capacity with the 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard, 
as the case may be, is cited for gallantry in action that 
does not warrant award of the Medal of Honor, Distin-
guished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, or 
Coast Guard Cross: 

(a) while engaged in an action against an enemy of 
the United States; 

(b) while engaged in military operations involving 
conflict with an opposing foreign force or, with respect 
to the Coast Guard, an international terrorist organiza-
tion; or 

(c) while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged 
in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in 
which the United States is not a belligerent party. 

SEC. 4. Legion of Merit. 
(a) The Secretary of the military department con-

cerned, or the Secretary of Homeland Security with re-
spect to the Coast Guard when it is not operating as a 
service in the Navy, may award the Legion of Merit, 
without degree, in the name of the President to any 
member of the Armed Forces of the United States, who, 
after September 8, 1939, has distinguished himself or 
herself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in per-
forming outstanding services. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense, after concurrence by 
the Secretary of State, may award the Legion of Merit, 
in the degrees of Commander, Officer, and Legionnaire, 
to a member of the armed forces of friendly foreign na-
tions. 

(c) The Secretary of Defense, after concurrence by 
the Secretary of State, shall submit to the President 
for his approval, recommendations for award of the Le-
gion of Merit, in the degree of Chief Commander, to a 
member of the armed forces of friendly foreign nations. 

SEC. 5. Distinguished Flying Cross. 

(a) The Secretary of the military department con-
cerned, or the Secretary of Homeland Security with re-
spect to the Coast Guard when it is not operating as a 
service in the Navy, may award the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross in the name of the President to any eligible 
person identified in subsection (b) who, while serving in 
any capacity with the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
Force, or Coast Guard, distinguishes himself or herself 
by heroism or extraordinary achievement while partici-
pating in an aerial flight aboard an aircraft or space-
craft. 

(b)(i) Any member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, including a member not on active duty, who, 
while participating in an aerial flight aboard an air-
craft or spacecraft, performs official duties incident to 
such membership is eligible for the award of the Distin-
guished Flying Cross. 

(ii) Any member of the armed forces of a friendly for-
eign nation who, while serving with the Armed Forces 
of the United States, participates in an aerial flight 
aboard an aircraft or spacecraft and performs official 
duties incident to such membership is eligible for the 
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

(iii) Civilians are not eligible for the award of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

(c) No Distinguished Flying Cross may be awarded or 
presented to any person, or to that person’s representa-
tive, if the person’s service after the qualifying act or 
achievement has not been honorable. 
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(d) With regard to the award of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for a qualifying act or achievement per-
formed: 

(i) on or before July 2, 1926, no award shall be made 
after July 2, 1929, unless the award recommendation 
was made on or before July 2, 1928, in which case the 
award may be made; 

(ii) between December 7, 1941, and September 2, 1945, 
no award shall be made after May 2, 1952, unless the 
award recommendation was made on or before May 2, 
1951, in which case the award may be made; 

(iii) between September 3, 1945, and twelve o’clock 
noon on December 31, 1946 (the date and time World 
War II hostilities were terminated pursuant to Procla-
mation 2714 of December 31, 1946 [50 U.S.C. note prec. 
1]), no award shall be made unless the award recom-
mendation was made on or before June 30, 1947; 

(iv) between July 2, 1926, and September 10, 2001, with 
the exception of a qualifying act or achievement au-
thorized pursuant to paragraphs (ii) or (iii) of this sub-
section, no award shall be made more than 3 years after 
the date of the qualifying act or achievement unless 
the award recommendation was made within 2 years of 
the qualifying act or achievement; or 

(v) on or after September 11, 2001, no award shall be 
made except in accordance with any time limitations 
established in regulations by the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned or by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security with respect to the Coast Guard 
when it is not operating as a service in the Navy. 

(e) The Distinguished Flying Cross may be awarded 
posthumously. When so awarded, it may be presented 
to such representative of the deceased as may be 
deemed appropriate by the Secretary of the military 
department concerned, or the Secretary of Homeland 
Security with respect to the Coast Guard when it is not 
operating as a service in the Navy. 

(f) Not more than one Distinguished Flying Cross 
may be awarded to any one person. For each succeeding 
act of heroism or extraordinary achievement justifying 
such an award, a suitable bar or other device may be 
awarded to be worn with the medal. 

SEC. 6. Soldier’s Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Medal, 

Airman’s Medal, and Coast Guard Medal. 
(a) The Secretary of the military department con-

cerned, or the Secretary of Homeland Security with re-
spect to the Coast Guard when it is not operating as a 
service in the Navy, may award the Soldier’s Medal, 
Navy and Marine Corps Medal, Airman’s Medal, and 
Coast Guard Medal in the name of the President to any 
person who, while serving in any capacity with the 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard, 
as the case may be, distinguishes himself or herself by 
heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy. 

(b) The Secretary of the Navy may award the Navy 
and Marine Corps Medal to any person to whom the 
Secretary of the Navy, before August 7, 1942, awarded a 
letter of commendation for heroism, and who applies 
for that medal, regardless of the date of the act of hero-
ism. 

(c) Not more than one Soldier’s Medal, Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Medal, Airman’s Medal, or Coast Guard 
Medal may be awarded to any one person. For each suc-
ceeding act of heroism justifying such an award, a suit-
able bar or other device may be awarded to be worn 
with the medal. 

SEC. 7. Regulations. The Secretary of the military de-
partment concerned, and the Secretary of Homeland 
Security with respect to the Coast Guard when it is not 
operating as a service in the Navy, may prescribe such 
regulations as they may deem appropriate to carry out 
this order. The regulations of the Secretaries of the 
military departments concerned with respect to the 
award of the Silver Star Medal, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, and Legion of Merit shall, so far as practicable, 
be uniform and shall be subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 8. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order 
shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment or agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-
priations. 

(c) This order supersedes Executive Order 4601 of 
March 1, 1927, as amended, and Executive Order 9260 of 
October 29, 1942, as amended. However, existing regula-
tions prescribed pursuant to those orders, shall, so far 
as they are not inconsistent with this order, remain in 
effect until modified or revoked by regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the military department 
concerned, or the Secretary of Homeland Security with 
respect to the Coast Guard when it is not operating as 
a service in the Navy, under this order. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, invali-
date any award of military decorations covered by this 
order made prior to the effective date of this order. 

(e) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

DONALD J. TRUMP. 

§ 1121. Legion of Merit: award 

The President, under regulations to be pre-
scribed by him, may award a decoration called 
the ‘‘Legion of Merit’’, having suitable appur-
tenances and devices and not more than four de-
grees, to any member of the armed forces of the 
United States or of any friendly foreign nation 
who, after September 8, 1939, has distinguished 
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in 
performing outstanding services. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 88.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1121 ......... 10:1408b(1). July 20, 1942, ch. 508, 
§ 2(1), 56 Stat. 662. 

The words ‘‘Government of the Philippines’’ are omit-
ted as covered by the words ‘‘any friendly foreign na-
tion’’. The words ‘‘There is created’’, ‘‘rules and’’, and 
‘‘the proclamation of an emergency by the President 
on’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

§ 1122. Medal for Merit: award 

The President, under regulations to be pre-
scribed by him, may award a decoration called 
the ‘‘Medal for Merit’’, having distinctive appur-
tenances and devices and only one degree, to 
any civilian of any nation prosecuting the war 
in existence on July 20, 1942, under the joint dec-
laration of the United Nations, as then con-
stituted, or of any other friendly foreign nation, 
who, after September 8, 1939, has distinguished 
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in 
performing outstanding services. The Medal for 
Merit may be awarded to a civilian of a foreign 
nation but only for performing an exceptionally 
meritorious or courageous act in the further-
ance of the war efforts of the United Nations as 
then constituted. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 88.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1122 ......... 10:1408b (less (1)). July 20, 1942, ch. 508, § 2 
(less (1)), 56 Stat. 663. 
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