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1 See References in Text note below. 

(h) NOTICE OF DEADLINES AND REQUIREMENTS.— 
The Secretary of each military department, uti-
lizing the voting assistance officer network es-
tablished for each military installation, shall, to 
the maximum extent practicable, provide notice 
to members of the armed forces stationed at 
that installation of the last date before a gen-
eral Federal election for which absentee ballots 
mailed from a postal facility located at that in-
stallation can reasonably be expected to be 
timely delivered to the appropriate State and 
local election officials. 

(i) REGISTRATION AND VOTING INFORMATION FOR 
MEMBERS AND DEPENDENTS.—(1) The Secretary 
of each military department, using a variety of 
means including both print and electronic 
media, shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, ensure that members of the armed 
forces and their dependents who are qualified to 
vote have ready access to information regarding 
voter registration requirements and deadlines 
(including voter registration), absentee ballot 
application requirements and deadlines, and the 
availability of voting assistance officers to as-
sist members and dependents to understand and 
comply with these requirements. 

(2) The Secretary of each military department 
shall make the national voter registration form 
prepared for purposes of the Uniformed and 
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act by the 
Federal Election Commission available so that 
each person who enlists shall receive such form 
at the time of the enlistment, or as soon there-
after as practicable. 

(3) Where practicable, a special day or days 
shall be designated at each military installation 
for the purpose of informing members of the 
armed forces and their dependents of election 
timing, registration requirements, and voting 
procedures. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1602(a)(1), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1274; amended 
Pub. L. 107–252, title VII, § 701, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1722; Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title X, 
§ 1084(d)(13), Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 2062; Pub. L. 
109–364, div. A, title V, § 596(a), (d), Oct. 17, 2006, 
120 Stat. 2235, 2236.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, referred to in subsecs. (b)(1), (e), and (i)(2), is 
Pub. L. 99–410, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, which was for-
merly classified principally to subchapter I–G (§ 1973ff 
et seq.) of chapter 20 of Title 42, The Public Health and 
Welfare, prior to editorial reclassification and renum-
bering in Title 52, Voting and Elections, and is now 
classified principally to chapter 203 (§ 20301 et seq.) of 
Title 52. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–364, § 596(a), struck out 
subsec. (d), which required the Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense to periodically conduct unan-
nounced assessments of compliance with requirements 
of law regarding voting by members of the armed forces 
at Department of Defense installations. 

Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 109–364, § 596(d), struck out at 
end ‘‘Not later than April 29, 2003, the Secretary shall 
submit to Congress a report describing the measures to 
be implemented to ensure the timely transmittal and 
postmarking of voting materials and identifying the 
persons responsible for implementing such measures.’’ 

2004—Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 108–375, § 1084(d)(13)(A), 
substituted ‘‘April 29, 2003’’ for ‘‘the date that is 6 
months after the date of the enactment of the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002’’. 

Subsecs. (h), (i)(1), (3). Pub. L. 108–375, § 1084(d)(13)(B), 
substituted ‘‘armed forces’’ for ‘‘Armed Forces’’. 

2002—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 107–252, § 701(a), designated 
existing provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 107–252, § 701(b), inserted at end 
‘‘The Secretary shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, implement measures to ensure that a postmark 
or other official proof of mailing date is provided on 
each absentee ballot collected at any overseas location 
or vessel at sea whenever the Department of Defense is 
responsible for collecting mail for return shipment to 
the United States. The Secretary shall ensure that the 
measures implemented under the preceding sentence do 
not result in the delivery of absentee ballots to the 
final destination of such ballots after the date on which 
the election for Federal office is held. Not later than 
the date that is 6 months after the date of the enact-
ment of the Help America Vote Act of 2002, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report describing the 
measures to be implemented to ensure the timely 
transmittal and postmarking of voting materials and 
identifying the persons responsible for implementing 
such measures.’’ 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 107–252, § 701(c), added subsec. (h). 
Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 107–252, § 701(d), added subsec. (i). 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective Dec. 31, 2021, of provisions 
in subsec. (c)(3) of this section requiring submittal of 
annual report to Congress, see section 1061 of Pub. L. 
114–328, set out as a note under section 111 of this title. 

INITIAL REPORT 

Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XVI, § 1602(b), Dec. 28, 
2001, 115 Stat. 1276, directed that the first report under 
subsec. (c)(3) of this section be submitted not later than 
Mar. 31, 2003. 

§ 1566a. Voting assistance: voter assistance of-
fices 

(a) DESIGNATION OF OFFICES ON MILITARY IN-
STALLATIONS AS VOTER ASSISTANCE OFFICES.— 
Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense under subsection (f), the Secretaries of 
the military departments shall designate offices 
on installations under their jurisdiction, or at 
such installations as the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned shall determine are 
best located to provide access to voter assist-
ance services for all covered individuals in a par-
ticular location, to provide absent uniformed 
services voters, particularly those individuals 
described in subsection (b), and their family 
members with the following: 

(1) Information on voter registration proce-
dures and absentee ballot procedures (includ-
ing the official post card form prescribed 
under section 101 of the Uniformed and Over-
seas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 
1973ff)).1 

(2) Information and assistance, if requested, 
including access to the Internet where prac-
ticable, to register to vote in an election for 
Federal office. 

(3) Information and assistance, if requested, 
including access to the Internet where prac-
ticable, to update the individual’s voter reg-
istration information, including instructions 
for absent uniformed services voters to change 
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their address by submitting the official post 
card form prescribed under section 101 of the 
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act to the appropriate State election 
official. 

(4) Information and assistance, if requested, 
to request an absentee ballot under the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff et seq.).1 

(b) COVERED INDIVIDUALS.—The individuals de-
scribed in this subsection are absent uniformed 
services voters who— 

(1) are undergoing a permanent change of 
duty station; 

(2) are deploying overseas for at least six 
months; 

(3) are returning from an overseas deploy-
ment of at least six months; or 

(4) otherwise request assistance related to 
voter registration. 

(c) TIMING OF PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE.—The 
regulations prescribed by the Secretary of De-
fense under subsection (f) shall ensure, to the 
maximum extent practicable and consistent 
with military necessity, that the assistance pro-
vided under subsection (a) is provided to a cov-
ered individual described in subsection (b)— 

(1) if described in subsection (b)(1), as part of 
the administrative in-processing of the cov-
ered individual upon arrival at the new duty 
station of the covered individual; 

(2) if described in subsection (b)(2), as part of 
the administrative out-processing of the cov-
ered individual in preparation for deployment 
from the home duty station of the covered in-
dividual; 

(3) if described in subsection (b)(3), as part of 
the administrative in-processing of the cov-
ered individual upon return to the home duty 
station of the covered individual; or 

(4) if described in subsection (b)(4), at the 
time the covered individual requests such as-
sistance. 

(d) OUTREACH.—The Secretary of each military 
department, or the Presidential designee, shall 
take appropriate actions to inform absent uni-
formed services voters of the assistance avail-
able under subsection (a), including— 

(1) the availability of information and voter 
registration assistance at offices designated 
under subsection (a); and 

(2) the time, location, and manner in which 
an absent uniformed services voter may utilize 
such assistance. 

(e) AUTHORITY TO DESIGNATE VOTING ASSIST-
ANCE OFFICES AS VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCY 
ON MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.—The Secretary of 
Defense may authorize the Secretaries of the 
military departments to designate offices on 
military installations as voter registration 
agencies under section 7(a)(2) of the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 
1973gg–5(a)(2)) 1 for all purposes of such Act. Any 
office so designated shall discharge the require-
ments of this section, under the regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense under sub-
section (f). 

(f) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe 

regulations relating to the administration of 

the requirements of this section. The regula-
tions shall be prescribed before the regularly 
scheduled general election for Federal office 
held in November 2010, and shall be imple-
mented for such general election for Federal 
office and for each succeeding election for 
Federal office. 

(2) The Secretary of a military department 
shall provide the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Represent-
atives with notice of any decision by the Sec-
retary to close a voter assistance office that 
was designated on an installation before the 
date of the enactment of this paragraph. The 
notice shall include the rational for the clo-
sure, the timing of the closure, the number of 
covered individuals supported by the office, 
and the plan for providing the assistance 
available under subsection (a) to covered indi-
viduals after the closure of the office. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘absent uniformed services 

voter’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 107(1) of the Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 
1973ff–6(1)).1 

(2) The term ‘‘Federal office’’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 107(3) of the 
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff–6(3)).1 

(3) The term ‘‘Presidential designee’’ means 
the official designated by the President under 
section 101(a) of the Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 
1973ff(a)).1 

(Added Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 583(b)(1), 
Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2328; amended Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(b)(21), Jan. 7, 2011, 
124 Stat. 4370; Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title V, 
§ 592, title X, § 1071(e)(2), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 
3395, 3509.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 99–410, Aug. 28, 
1986, 100 Stat. 924, which was formerly classified prin-
cipally to subchapter I–G (§ 1973ff et seq.) of chapter 20 
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering in Title 52, Vot-
ing and Elections, and is now classified principally to 
chapter 203 (§ 20301 et seq.) of Title 52. Sections 101 and 
107 of the Act are now classified to sections 20301 and 
20310, respectively, of Title 52. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993, referred 
to in subsec. (e), is Pub. L. 103–31, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
77, which was formerly classified principally to sub-
chapter I–H (§ 1973gg et seq.) of chapter 20 of Title 42, 
The Public Health and Welfare, prior to editorial re-
classification and renumbering in Title 52, Voting and 
Elections, and is now classified principally to chapter 
205 (§ 20501 et seq.) of Title 52. Section 7 of the Act is 
now classified to section 20506 of Title 52. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–291, § 1071(e)(2), which di-
rected substitution of ‘‘Under’’ for ‘‘Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 and 
under’’ in introductory provisions, could not be exe-
cuted because of the prior amendment by Pub. L. 
113–291, § 592(a)(1). See below. 
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Pub. L. 113–291, § 592(a), in introductory provisions, 
substituted ‘‘Under’’ for ‘‘Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 and under’’ and in-
serted ‘‘, or at such installations as the Secretary of 
the military department concerned shall determine are 
best located to provide access to voter assistance serv-
ices for all covered individuals in a particular loca-
tion,’’ after ‘‘their jurisdiction’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 113–291, § 592(b), designated exist-
ing provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

2011—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111–383 inserted closing 
parenthesis before period at end. 

§ 1567. Duration of military protective orders 

A military protective order issued by a mili-
tary commander shall remain in effect until 
such time as the military commander termi-
nates the order or issues a replacement order. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title V, § 561(a), 
Oct. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4470; amended Pub. L. 
111–84, div. A, title X, § 1073(a)(16), Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2473.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Pub. L. 111–84 made technical amendment to 
section catchline. 

§ 1567a. Mandatory notification of issuance of 
military protective order to civilian law en-
forcement 

(a) INITIAL NOTIFICATION.—In the event a mili-
tary protective order is issued against a member 
of the armed forces and any individual involved 
in the order does not reside on a military instal-
lation at any time during the duration of the 
military protective order, the commander of the 
military installation shall notify the appro-
priate civilian authorities of— 

(1) the issuance of the protective order; and 
(2) the individuals involved in the order. 

(b) NOTIFICATION OF CHANGES OR TERMI-
NATION.—The commander of the military instal-
lation also shall notify the appropriate civilian 
authorities of— 

(1) any change made in a protective order 
covered by subsection (a); and 

(2) the termination of the protective order. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title V, § 562(a), 
Oct. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4470; amended Pub. L. 
111–84, div. A, title X, § 1073(a)(17), Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2473.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Pub. L. 111–84 made technical amendment to 
section catchline. 

CHAPTER 81—CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES 

Sec. 

1580. Emergency essential employees: designation. 
1580a. Emergency essential employees: notification 

of required participation in anthrax vaccine 
immunization program. 

1581. Foreign National Employees Separation Pay 
Account. 

1582. Assistive technology, assistive technology de-
vices, and assistive technology services. 

1583. Employment of certain persons without pay. 
1584. Employment of non-citizens. 
1585. Carrying of firearms. 
1585a. Special agents of the Defense Criminal Inves-

tigative Service: authority to execute war-
rants and make arrests. 

Sec. 

1586. Rotation of career-conditional and career em-
ployees assigned to duty outside the United 
States. 

1587. Employees of nonappropriated fund instru-
mentalities: reprisals. 

1587a. Employees of nonappropriated fund instru-
mentalities: senior executive pay levels. 

1588. Authority to accept certain voluntary serv-
ices. 

1589. Participation in management of specified 
non-Federal entities: authorized activities. 

[1590. Repealed.] 
1591. Reimbursement for travel and transportation 

expenses when accompanying Members of 
Congress. 

1592. Prohibition on payment of severance pay to 
foreign nationals in the event of certain 
overseas base closures. 

1593. Uniform allowance: civilian employees. 
1594. Reimbursement for financial institution 

charges incurred because of Government 
error in direct deposit of pay. 

1595. Civilian faculty members at certain Depart-
ment of Defense schools: employment and 
compensation. 

1596. Foreign language proficiency: special pay for 
proficiency beneficial for intelligence inter-
ests. 

1596a. Foreign language proficiency: special pay for 
proficiency beneficial for other national se-
curity interests. 

1596b. Foreign language proficiency: National For-
eign Language Skills Registry. 

1597. Civilian positions: guidelines for reductions. 
1598. Assistance to terminated employees to obtain 

certification and employment as teachers 
or employment as teachers’ aides. 

[1599. Renumbered.] 
1599a. Financial assistance to certain employees in 

acquisition of critical skills. 
1599b. Employees abroad: travel expenses; health 

care. 
1599c. Health care professionals: enhanced appoint-

ment and compensation authority for per-
sonnel for care and treatment of wounded 
and injured members of the armed forces. 

1599d. Financial management positions: authority 
to prescribe professional certification and 
credential standards. 

1599e. Probationary period for employees. 
1599f. United States Cyber Command recruitment 

and retention. 
1599g. Public-private talent exchange. 
1599h. Personnel management authority to attract 

experts in science and engineering. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title XI, §§ 1104(b), 
1121(a)(2), Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2447, 2452, added items 
1599g and 1599h. 

2015—Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title XI, §§ 1105(a)(2), 
1107(c), Nov. 25, 2015, 129 Stat. 1024, 1027, added items 
1599e and 1599f. 

2011—Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title X, § 1051(b), Dec. 31, 
2011, 125 Stat. 1582, added item 1599d and struck out 
former item 1599d ‘‘Professional accounting positions: 
authority to prescribe certification and credential 
standards’’. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title XVI, § 1636(b), Jan. 
28, 2008, 122 Stat. 464, added item 1599c and struck out 
former item 1599c ‘‘Appointment in excepted service of 
certain health care professionals’’. 

2004—Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title XI, § 1104(b), Oct. 28, 
2004, 118 Stat. 2074, added item 1587a. 

Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title X, § 1084(g), Oct. 28, 2004, 
118 Stat. 2064, amended directory language of Pub. L. 
107–314, § 1064(a)(2), effective Dec. 2, 2002, as if included 
in Pub. L. 107–314 as enacted. See 2002 Amendment note 
below. 
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