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‘‘(1) The oceans and coastal areas of the United 
States are among the Nation’s most valuable natural 
resources, making substantial contributions to eco-
nomic growth, quality of life, and national security. 

‘‘(2) Oceans drive global and regional climate. 
Hence, they contain information affecting agri-
culture, fishing, and the prediction of severe weather. 

‘‘(3) Understanding of the oceans through basic and 
applied research is essential for using the oceans 
wisely and protecting their limited resources. There-
fore, the United States should maintain its world 
leadership in oceanography as one key to its competi-
tive future. 

‘‘(4) Ocean research and education activities take 
place within Federal agencies, academic institutions, 
and industry. These entities often have similar re-
quirements for research facilities, data, and other re-
sources (such as oceanographic research vessels). 

‘‘(5) The need exists for a formal mechanism to 
coordinate existing partnerships and establish new 
partnerships for the sharing of resources, intellectual 
talent, and facilities in the ocean sciences and edu-
cation, so that optimal use can be made of this most 
important natural resource for the well-being of all 
Americans.’’ 

§ 8932. National Ocean Research Leadership 
Council 

(a) COUNCIL.—There is a National Ocean Re-
search Leadership Council (hereinafter in this 
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Council’’). 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Council is composed of 
the following members: 

(1) The Secretary of the Navy. 
(2) The Administrator of the National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administration. 
(3) The Director of the National Science 

Foundation. 
(4) The Administrator of the National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration. 
(5) The Deputy Secretary of Energy. 
(6) The Administrator of the Environmental 

Protection Agency. 
(7) The Commandant of the Coast Guard. 
(8) The Director of the United States Geo-

logical Survey of the Department of the Inte-
rior. 

(9) The Director of the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency. 

(10) The Director of the Minerals Manage-
ment Service of the Department of the Inte-
rior. 

(11) The Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology. 

(12) The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget. 

(13) The Under Secretary for Science and 
Technology of the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

(14) Other Federal officials the Council con-
siders appropriate. 

(c) CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN.—(1) Except 
as provided in paragraph (2), the chairman and 
vice chairman of the Council shall be appointed 
every two years by a selection committee of the 
Council composed of, at a minimum, the Sec-
retary of the Navy, the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
and the Director of the National Science Foun-
dation. The term of office of the chairman and 
vice chairman shall be two years. A person who 
has previously served as chairman or vice chair-
man may be reappointed. 

(2) The first chairman of the Council shall be 
the Secretary of the Navy. The first vice chair-
man of the Council shall be the Administrator of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. 

(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Council shall have 
the following responsibilities: 

(1) To prescribe policies and procedures to 
implement the National Oceanographic Part-
nership Program. 

(2) To review, select, and identify and allo-
cate funds for partnership projects for imple-
mentation under the program, based on the 
following criteria: 

(A) Whether the project addresses critical 
research objectives or operational goals, 
such as data accessibility and quality assur-
ance, sharing of resources, education, or 
communication. 

(B) Whether the project has, or is designed 
to have, broad participation within the 
oceanographic community. 

(C) Whether the partners have a long-term 
commitment to the objectives of the project. 

(D) Whether the resources supporting the 
project are shared among the partners. 

(E) Whether the project has been subjected 
to adequate peer review. 

(3) To assess whether there is a need for a fa-
cility (or facilities) to provide national cen-
tralization of oceanographic data, and to es-
tablish such a facility or facilities if deter-
mined necessary. In conducting the assess-
ment, the Council shall review, at a minimum, 
the following: 

(A) The need for a national oceanographic 
data center. 

(B) The need for a national coastal data 
center. 

(C) Accessibility by potential users of such 
centers. 

(D) Preexisting facilities and expertise. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March 1 
of each year, the Council shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the National Oceanographic 
Partnership Program. The report shall contain 
the following: 

(1) A description of activities of the program 
carried out during the fiscal year before the 
fiscal year in which the report is prepared, to-
gether with a list of the members of the Ocean 
Research Advisory Panel and any working 
groups in existence during the fiscal year cov-
ered. 

(2) A general outline of the activities 
planned for the program during the fiscal year 
in which the report is prepared. 

(3) A summary of projects continued from 
the fiscal year before the fiscal year in which 
the report is prepared and projects expected to 
be started during the fiscal year in which the 
report is prepared and during the following fis-
cal year. 

(4) A description of the involvement of the 
program with Federal interagency coordi-
nating entities. 

(5) The amounts requested, in the budget 
submitted to Congress pursuant to section 
1105(a) of title 31 for the fiscal year following 
the fiscal year in which the report is prepared, 
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for the programs, projects, and activities of 
the program and the estimated expenditures 
under such programs, projects, and activities 
during such following fiscal year. 

(f) PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM OFFICE.—(1) The 
Council shall establish a partnership program 
office for the National Oceanographic Partner-
ship Program. The Council shall use competitive 
procedures in selecting an operator for the part-
nership program office. 

(2) The Council shall assign the following du-
ties to the partnership program office: 

(A) To establish and oversee working groups 
to propose partnership projects to the Council 
and advise the Council on such projects. 

(B) To manage the process for proposing 
partnership projects to the Council, including 
managing peer review of such projects. 

(C) To submit to the Council an annual re-
port on the status of all partnership projects 
and activities of the office. 

(D) Any additional duties for the adminis-
tration of the National Oceanographic Part-
nership Program that the Council considers 
appropriate. 

(3) The Council shall supervise the perform-
ance of duties by the partnership program office. 

(g) CONTRACT AND GRANT AUTHORITY.—The 
Council may authorize one or more of the de-
partments or agencies represented on the Coun-
cil to enter into contracts and make grants, 
using funds appropriated pursuant to an author-
ization of appropriations for the National 
Oceanographic Partnership Program, for the 
purpose of implementing the program and carry-
ing out the responsibilities of the Council. 

(h) ESTABLISHMENT AND FORMS OF PARTNER-
SHIP PROJECTS.—(1) A partnership project under 
the National Oceanographic Partnership Pro-
gram may be established by any instrument 
that the Council considers appropriate, includ-
ing a memorandum of understanding, a coopera-
tive research and development agreement, and 
any similar instrument. 

(2) Projects under the program may include 
demonstration projects. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title II, § 282(a)(1), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2470, § 7902; amended Pub. 
L. 105–85, div. A, title II, § 241(a), title X, 
§ 1073(a)(64), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1665, 1903; 
Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title X, § 1066(a)(30), Oct. 5, 
1999, 113 Stat. 772; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, 
§ 1713, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2320; renumbered 
§ 8932, Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title VIII, 
§ 807(d)(14), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1837.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 7902 of this 
title as this section. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(13), (14). Pub. L. 107–296 added pars. 
(13) and (14). 

1999—Subsec. (e)(5). Pub. L. 106–65 struck out 
‘‘, United States Code,’’ after ‘‘title 31’’. 

1997—Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 105–85, § 1073(a)(64), in-
serted ‘‘United States’’ before ‘‘Geological Survey’’. 

Subsec. (b)(11) to (13). Pub. L. 105–85, § 241(a)(1), redes-
ignated pars. (12) and (13) as (11) and (12), respectively, 
and struck out former par. (11) which read as follows: 
‘‘The President of the National Academy of Sciences, 
the President of the National Academy of Engineering, 
and the President of the Institute of Medicine.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(14) to (17). Pub. L. 105–85, § 241(a)(1)(A), 
struck out pars. (14) to (17) which read as follows: 

‘‘(14) One member appointed by the chairman from 
among individuals who will represent the views of 
ocean industries. 

‘‘(15) One member appointed by the chairman from 
among individuals who will represent the views of 
State governments. 

‘‘(16) One member appointed by the chairman from 
among individuals who will represent the views of aca-
demia. 

‘‘(17) One member appointed by the chairman from 
among individuals who will represent such other views 
as the chairman considers appropriate.’’ 

Subsecs. (d) to (i). Pub. L. 105–85, § 241(a)(2), (3), redes-
ignated subsecs. (e) to (i) as (d) to (h), respectively, and 
struck out former subsec. (d) which read as follows: 

‘‘(d) TERM OF OFFICE.—The term of office of a member 
of the Council appointed under paragraph (14), (15), (16), 
or (17) of subsection (b) shall be two years, except that 
any person appointed to fill a vacancy occurring before 
the expiration of the term for which his predecessor 
was appointed shall be appointed for the remainder of 
such term.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective 60 days after 
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of Pub. L. 107–296, set out as 
an Effective Date note under section 101 of Title 6, Do-
mestic Security. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title II, § 241(d), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 
Stat. 1666, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
subsections (a) and (b) [amending this section, section 
7903 of this title, and provisions set out as a note under 
section 7903 of this title] shall be effective as of Sep-
tember 23, 1996, as if included in section 282 of Public 
Law 104–201.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

The Minerals Management Service was abolished and 
functions divided among the Office of Natural Re-
sources Revenue, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment, and the Bureau of Safety and Environmental En-
forcement. See Secretary of the Interior Orders No. 3299 
of May 19, 2010, and No. 3302 of June 18, 2010, and chap-
ters II, V, and XII of title 30, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, as revised by final rules of the Department of the 
Interior at 75 F.R. 61051 and 76 F.R. 64432. 

INITIAL APPOINTMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title II, § 282(b), Sept. 23, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2473, directed Secretary of the Navy to make 
appointments required by subsec. (b) of this section, 
not later than Dec. 1, 1996, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
105–85, div. A, title II, § 241(c)(1), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 
1666. 

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNCIL 

Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title II, § 282(c), formerly 
§ 282(d), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2473, as renumbered by 
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Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title II, § 241(c)(2), Nov. 18, 1997, 
111 Stat. 1666, provided that: ‘‘The first annual report 
required by section 7902(f) [now 8932(f)] of title 10, 
United States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), shall 
be submitted to Congress not later than March 1, 1997. 
The first report shall include, in addition to the infor-
mation required by such section, information about the 
terms of office, procedures, and responsibilities of the 
Ocean Research Advisory Panel established by the 
Council.’’ 

§ 8933. Ocean Research Advisory Panel 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Council shall estab-
lish an Ocean Research Advisory Panel consist-
ing of not less than 10 and not more than 18 
members appointed by the chairman, including 
the following: 

(1) One member who will represent the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. 

(2) One member who will represent the Na-
tional Academy of Engineering. 

(3) One member who will represent the Insti-
tute of Medicine. 

(4) Members selected from among individ-
uals who will represent the views of ocean in-
dustries, State governments, academia, and 
such other views as the chairman considers ap-
propriate. 

(5) Members selected from among individ-
uals eminent in the fields of marine science or 
marine policy, or related fields. 

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Council shall as-
sign the following responsibilities to the Advi-
sory Panel: 

(1) To advise the Council on policies and pro-
cedures to implement the National Oceano-
graphic Partnership Program. 

(2) To advise the Council on selection of 
partnership projects and allocation of funds 
for partnership projects for implementation 
under the program. 

(3) To advise the Council on matters relating 
to national oceanographic data requirements. 

(4) Any additional responsibilities that the 
Council considers appropriate. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title II, § 282(a)(1), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2473, § 7903; amended Pub. 
L. 105–85, div. A, title II, § 241(b)(1), Nov. 18, 1997, 
111 Stat. 1666; Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title X, 
§ 1084, Nov. 25, 2015, 129 Stat. 1004; renumbered 
§ 8933, Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title VIII, 
§ 807(d)(14), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1837.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 7903 of this 
title as this section. 

2015—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 114–92 struck out subsec. (c). 
Text read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary of the Navy annu-
ally shall make funds available to support the activi-
ties of the Advisory Panel.’’ 

1997—Pub. L. 105–85 amended text generally. Prior to 
amendment, text read as follows: 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Council shall establish an 
Ocean Research Advisory Panel consisting of not less 
than 10 and not more than 18 members appointed by the 
Council from among persons eminent in the fields of 
marine science or marine policy, or related fields, and 
who are representative, at a minimum, of the interests 
of government, academia, and industry. 

‘‘(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Council shall assign to 
the Advisory Panel responsibilities that the Council 
considers appropriate.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–85 effective as of Sept. 23, 
1996, as if included in section 282 of Pub. L. 104–201, see 
section 241(d) of Pub. L. 105–85, set out as a note under 
section 7902 of this title. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY PANELS 

Advisory panels established after Jan. 5, 1973, to ter-
minate not later than the expiration of the 2-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of their establishment, un-
less, in the case of a panel established by the President 
or an officer of the Federal Government, such panel is 
renewed by appropriate action prior to the expiration 
of such 2-year period, or in the case of a panel estab-
lished by Congress, its duration is otherwise provided 
for by law. See sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, 
Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Appendix to 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

INITIAL APPOINTMENTS OF PANEL MEMBERS 

Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title II, § 282(b), formerly 
§ 282(c), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2473, as renumbered and 
amended by Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title II, § 241(b)(2), 
(c)(2), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1666, provided that: ‘‘The 
National Ocean Research Leadership Council estab-
lished by section 7902 [now 8932] of title 10, United 
States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), shall make 
the appointments required by section 7903 [now 8933] of 
such title not later than January 1, 1998.’’ 

CHAPTER 895—ISSUE OF SERVICEABLE MA-
TERIAL OTHER THAN TO ARMED FORCES 

Sec. 

8942. Rifles and ammunition for target practice: 
educational institutions having corps of 
midshipmen. 

8943. Supplies: military instruction camps. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title VIII, § 807(e)(4), 
(f)(1), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1838, redesignated chapter 
667 of this title as this chapter and items 7912 and 7913 
as 8942 and 8943, respectively. 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title V, § 552(c)(3), Jan. 2, 
2013, 126 Stat. 1741, struck out item 7911 ‘‘Arms, tent-
age, and equipment: educational institutions not main-
taining units of R.O.T.C.’’ 

§ 8942. Rifles and ammunition for target practice: 
educational institutions having corps of mid-
shipmen 

(a) AUTHORITY TO LEND.—The Secretary of the 
Navy may lend, without expense to the United 
States, magazine rifles and appendages that are 
not of the existing service models in use at the 
time and that are not necessary for a proper re-
serve supply, to any educational institution 
having a uniformed corps of midshipmen of suf-
ficient number for target practice. The Sec-
retary may also issue 40 rounds of ball car-
tridges for each midshipman for each range at 
which target practice is held, but not more than 
120 rounds each year for each midshipman par-
ticipating in target practice. 

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF INSTITUTIONS.—The in-
stitutions to which property is lent under sub-
section (a) shall— 

(1) use the property for target practice; 
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