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CENSUS MONITORING BOARD 

Pub. L. 105–119, title II, § 210(a)–(j), Nov. 26, 1997, 111 

Stat. 2483–2487, established the Census Monitoring 

Board to observe and monitor all aspects of the prepa-

ration and implementation of the 2000 decennial census, 

described the membership and duties of the Board, and 

provided for its termination on Sept. 30, 2001. 

CENSUS DATA ON GRANDPARENTS AS PRIMARY 

CAREGIVERS FOR THEIR GRANDCHILDREN 

Pub. L. 104–193, title I, § 105, Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 

2163, provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the 

date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 22, 1996], the 

Secretary of Commerce, in carrying out section 141 of 

title 13, United States Code, shall expand the data col-

lection efforts of the Bureau of the Census (in this sec-

tion referred to as the ‘Bureau’) to enable the Bureau 

to collect statistically significant data, in connection 

with its decennial census and its mid-decade census, 

concerning the growing trend of grandparents who are 

the primary caregivers for their grandchildren. 
‘‘(b) EXPANDED CENSUS QUESTION.—In carrying out 

subsection (a), the Secretary of Commerce shall expand 

the Bureau’s census question that details households 

which include both grandparents and their grand-

children. The expanded question shall be formulated to 

distinguish between the following households: 
‘‘(1) A household in which a grandparent tempo-

rarily provides a home for a grandchild for a period 

of weeks or months during periods of parental dis-

tress. 
‘‘(2) A household in which a grandparent provides a 

home for a grandchild and serves as the primary care-

giver for the grandchild.’’ 

DECENNIAL CENSUS IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1991 

Pub. L. 102–135, Oct. 24, 1991, 105 Stat. 635, known as 

the Decennial Census Improvement Act of 1991, pro-

vided that the Secretary of Commerce was to contract 

with the National Academy of Sciences for a study of 

the means by which the Government could achieve the 

most accurate population count possible and ways for 

the Government to collect other demographic and 

housing data, and that the Academy was to submit to 

the Secretary and to committees of Congress an in-

terim report and, within 36 months after the date of the 

contract, a final report on the study. 

STUDY OF COUNTING OF HOMELESS FOR NATIONAL 

CENSUS 

Pub. L. 101–645, title IV, § 402, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 

4723, provided that not later than 1 year after Nov. 29, 

1990, the General Accounting Office was to conduct a 

study of the methodology and procedures used by the 

Bureau of the Census in counting the number of home-

less persons for the most recent decennial census con-

ducted pursuant to this title, to determine the accu-

racy of such count, and report to the Congress the re-

sults of that study. 

MONITORING ECONOMIC PROGRESS OF RURAL AMERICA 

Pub. L. 101–624, title XXIII, § 2382, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 

Stat. 4050, provided that Director of Bureau of the Cen-

sus was to expand data collection efforts of Bureau to 

enable it to collect statistically significant data con-

cerning changing economic condition of rural counties 

and communities in United States, including data on 

rural employment, poverty, income, and other informa-

tion concerning rural labor force, and authorized to be 

appropriated $1,000,000 for each fiscal year for such ef-

forts, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 104–127, title VII, § 707, 

Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1112. 

AMERICANS OF SPANISH ORIGIN OR DESCENT; STUDY 

FOR DEVELOPMENT OF CREDITABLE ESTIMATES IN FU-

TURE CENSUSES 

Pub. L. 94–311, § 4, June 16, 1976, 90 Stat. 688, provided 

that: ‘‘The Department of Commerce, in cooperation 

with appropriate Federal, State and local agencies and 

various population study groups and experts, shall im-

mediately undertake a study to determine what steps 

would be necessary for developing creditable estimates 

of undercounts of Americans of Spanish origin or de-

scent in future censuses.’’ 

NEEDS AND CONCERNS OF SPANISH-ORIGIN POPULATION; 

USE OF SPANISH LANGUAGE QUESTIONNAIRES AND BI-

LINGUAL ENUMERATORS 

Pub. L. 94–311, § 5, June 16, 1976, 90 Stat. 689, provided 

that: ‘‘The Secretary of Commerce shall ensure that, in 

the Bureau of the Census data-collection activities, the 

needs and concerns of the Spanish-origin population 

are given full recognition through the use of Spanish 

language questionnaires, bilingual enumerators, and 

other such methods as deemed appropriate by the Sec-

retary.’’ 

[§ 142. Repealed. Pub. L. 105–113, § 3(a), Nov. 21, 
1997, 111 Stat. 2275] 

Section, acts Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1020; Aug. 

28, 1957, Pub. L. 85–207, § 10, 71 Stat. 483; Mar. 15, 1976, 

Pub. L. 94–229, § 1, 90 Stat. 210; Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. L. 

99–544, § 1(a), 100 Stat. 3046, provided that Secretary of 

Commerce take periodic censuses of agriculture and ir-

rigation. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1998, see section 3(d) of Pub. 

L. 105–113, set out as an Effective Date of 1997 Amend-

ment note under section 1991 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

1997 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

Pub. L. 105–86, title I, Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 2083, pro-

vided in part: ‘‘That, notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Secretary of Agriculture shall conduct 

the 1997 Census of Agriculture, to the extent prac-

ticable, pursuant to the provisions of title 13, United 

States Code.’’ 

[§§ 143 to 146. Repealed. Pub. L. 85–207, § 11, Aug. 
28, 1957, 71 Stat. 483] 

Sections, act Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1020, re-

lated to the following subject matter: 
Section 143, decennial census period; completion of 

reports upon inquiries. See section 141 of this title. 
Section 144, restriction on inquiries. See sections 

141(a) and 142 of this title. 
Section 145, commencement of inquiries as to popu-

lation, agriculture, and housing; time for completion. 

See sections 141(a) and 142(a) of this title. 
Section 146, mid-decade censuses of agriculture; ex-

clusion of certain areas; preliminary statistics. See sec-

tions 142(a), 191, and 193 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER III—GOVERNMENTS 

§ 161. Quinquennial censuses; inclusion of cer-
tain data 

The Secretary shall take, compile, and publish 

for the year 1957 and for every fifth year there-

after a census of governments. Each such census 

shall include, but shall not be limited to, data 

on taxes and tax valuations, governmental re-

ceipts, expenditures, indebtedness, and employ-

ees of States, counties, cities, and other govern-

mental units. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1021; Pub. L. 

85–207, § 12, Aug. 28, 1957, 71 Stat. 483.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., § 251 (Sept. 7, 1950, 

ch. 910, § 1, 64 Stat. 784). 
Section was derived from subsection (a) of section 251 

of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed. For remainder of such sec-

tion 251, see Distribution Table. 
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Reference to the year 1957 was substituted for ref-

erence to the year 1952, since the latter reference is 

now obsolete. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1957—Pub. L. 85–207 struck out ‘‘in the United States 

and in such of its Territories and possessions as may be 

determined by the Secretary’’ in last sentence. Geo-

graphical provisions now covered by section 191 of this 

title. 

[§ 162. Repealed. Pub. L. 85–207, § 13, Aug. 28, 
1957, 71 Stat. 483] 

Section, act Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1021, relat-

ed to acquisition of reports and material from govern-

mental units, private persons, and agencies. See section 

6(b) of this title. 

§ 163. Authority of other agencies 

This subchapter does not revoke or impair the 

authority of any other Federal agency with re-

spect to the collection or release of information. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1021.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., § 251 (Sept. 7, 1950, 

ch. 910, § 1, 64 Stat. 784). 

Section was derived from part of subsection (b) of 

section 251 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed. Subsection (a) of 

such section 251 is also incorporated in this subchapter, 

and the remainder of such subsection (b) thereof is in-

corporated in subchapter I of chapter 1 of this title. See 

Distribution Table. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—INTERIM CURRENT DATA 

§ 181. Population 

(a) During the intervals between each census 

of population required under section 141 of this 

title, the Secretary, to the extent feasible, shall 

annually produce and publish for each State, 

county, and local unit of general purpose gov-

ernment which has a population of fifty thou-

sand or more, current data on total population 

and population characteristics and, to the ex-

tent feasible, shall biennially produce and pub-

lish for other local units of general purpose gov-

ernment current data on total population. Such 

data shall be produced and published for each 

State, county, and other local unit of general 

purpose government for which data is compiled 

in the most recent census of population taken 

under section 141 of this title. Such data may be 

produced by means of sampling or other meth-

ods, which the Secretary determines will 

produce current, comprehensive, and reliable 

data. 

(b) If the Secretary is unable to produce and 

publish current data during any fiscal year on 

total population for any county and local unit of 

general purpose government as required by this 

section, a report shall be submitted by the Sec-

retary to the President of the Senate and to the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives not 

later than 90 days before the commencement of 

the following fiscal year, enumerating each gov-

ernment excluded and giving the reasons for 

such exclusion. 

(Added Pub. L. 94–521, § 8(a), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 

2462.) 

CODIFICATION 

A prior section 181, act Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 

1021, authorizing the Secretary to conduct surveys nec-

essary to furnish current data on subjects covered by 

the censuses under this title, was repealed by section 

8(a) of Pub. L. 94–521. See section 182 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 17, 1976, see section 17 of Pub. 

L. 94–521, set out as a note under section 1 of this title. 

§ 182. Surveys 

The Secretary may make surveys deemed nec-
essary to furnish annual and other interim cur-
rent data on the subjects covered by the cen-
suses provided for in this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 94–521, § 8(a), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2463.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 17, 1976, see section 17 of Pub. 

L. 94–521, set out as a note under section 1 of this title. 

§ 183. Use of most recent population data 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), for 
the purpose of administering any law of the 
United States in which population or other pop-
ulation characteristics are used to determine 
the amount of benefit received by State, county, 
or local units of general purpose government, 
the Secretary shall transmit to the President 
for use by the appropriate departments and 
agencies of the executive branch the data most 
recently produced and published under this title. 

(b) This section shall not apply with respect to 
any law of the United States which, for purposes 
of determining the amount of benefit received 
by State, county, or local units of general pur-
pose government, provides that only population 
or population characteristics data obtained in 
the most recent decennial census may be used in 
such determination. 

(Added Pub. L. 94–521, § 8(a), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2463.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 17, 1976, see section 17 of Pub. 

L. 94–521, set out as a note under section 1 of this title. 

§ 184. Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘local unit of general purpose 

government’’ means the government of a 
county, municipality, township, Indian tribe, 
Alaskan native village, or other unit of gov-
ernment (other than a State) which is a unit 
of general government, and 

(2) the term ‘‘State’’ includes the District of 
Columbia. 

(Added Pub. L. 94–521, § 8(a), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2463.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 17, 1976, see section 17 of Pub. 

L. 94–521, set out as a note under section 1 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER V—GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE, PRE-
LIMINARY AND SUPPLEMENTAL STATIS-

TICS, AND USE OF SAMPLING 

§ 191. Geographic scope of censuses 

(a) Each of the censuses authorized by this 

chapter shall include each State, the District of 
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