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peal by Pub. L. 88–558, § 7, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 768, ef-

fective two years from Aug. 31, 1964. See section 3721 of 

Title 31, Money and Finance. Pub. L. 89–185 and Pub. L. 

88–558 were repealed by Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 

1982, 96 Stat. 1068. 

A prior section 492a was renumbered section 492b of 

this title and subsequently renumbered section 2738 of 

this title. 

A prior section 495, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

535, related to additional pay for holders of medals, 

prior to repeal by Pub. L. 87–526, § 1(3), July 10, 1962, 76 

Stat. 141, and by Pub. L. 87–649, §§ 14d(5), 15, Sept. 7, 

1962, 76 Stat. 502, effective Nov. 1, 1962. 

CHAPTER 5—FUNCTIONS AND POWERS 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL POWERS 

Sec. 

501. Secretary; general powers. 

502. Delegation of powers by the Secretary. 

503. Regulations. 

504. Commandant; general powers. 

505. Functions and powers vested in the Com-

mandant. 

506. Prospective payment of funds necessary to 

provide medical care. 

507. Appointment of judges. 

508. Coast Guard health-care professionals; licen-

sure portability. 

SUBCHAPTER II—LIFE SAVING AND LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES 

521. Saving life and property. 

522. Law enforcement. 

523. Enforcement authority. 

524. Enforcement of coastwise trade laws. 

525. Special agents of the Coast Guard Investiga-

tive Service law enforcement authority. 

526. Stopping vessels; indemnity for firing at or 

into vessel. 

527. Safety of vessels of the Armed Forces. 

528. Protecting against unmanned aircraft. 

SUBCHAPTER III—AIDS TO NAVIGATION 

541. Aids to navigation authorized. 

542. Unauthorized aids to maritime navigation; 

penalty. 

543. Interference with aids to navigation; penalty. 

544. Aids to maritime navigation; penalty. 

545. Marking of obstructions. 

546. Deposit of damage payments. 

547. Rewards for apprehension of persons interfer-

ing with aids to navigation. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—MISCELLANEOUS 

561. Icebreaking in polar regions. 

562. Appeals and waivers. 

563. Notification of certain determinations. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior analysis for chapter 5 ‘‘FUNCTIONS AND 

POWERS’’ consisted of items 81 ‘‘Aids to navigation 

authorized’’, 83 ‘‘Unauthorized aids to maritime naviga-

tion; penalty’’, 84 ‘‘Interference with aids to naviga-

tion; penalty’’, 85 ‘‘Aids to maritime navigation; pen-

alty’’, 86 ‘‘Marking of obstructions’’, 87 ‘‘Icebreaking in 

polar regions’’, 88 ‘‘Saving life and property’’, 89 ‘‘Law 

enforcement’’, 90 ‘‘Arctic maritime transportation’’, 91 

‘‘Safety of naval vessels’’, 92 ‘‘Secretary; general pow-

ers’’, 93 ‘‘Commandant; general powers’’, 94 ‘‘Oceano-

graphic research’’, 95 ‘‘Special agents of the Coast 

Guard Investigative Service law enforcement author-

ity’’, 96 ‘‘Prohibition on overhaul, repair, and mainte-

nance of Coast Guard vessels in foreign shipyards’’, 97 

‘‘Procurement of buoy chain’’, 98 ‘‘National Coast 

Guard Museum’’, 99 ‘‘Enforcement authority’’, 100 ‘‘En-

forcement of coastwise trade laws’’, 101 ‘‘Appeals and 

waivers’’, 102 ‘‘Agreements’’, 103 ‘‘Notification of cer-

tain determinations’’, and 104 ‘‘Protecting against un-

manned aircraft’’, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 115–282, 

title I, § 105(a), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4199. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 105(a), title III, §§ 305(b), 

318(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4200, 4246, 4252, inserted 

chapter 5 designation and heading and added items 501 

to 563. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL POWERS 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 105(c)(1), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 

Stat. 4202, inserted subchapter I designation and head-

ing. 

§ 501. Secretary; general powers 

For the purpose of executing the duties and 
functions of the Coast Guard the Secretary may 
within the limits of appropriations made there-
for: 

(a) establish, change the limits of, consoli-
date, discontinue, and re-establish Coast 
Guard districts; 

(b) arrange with the Secretaries of the 
Army, Navy and Air Force to assign members 
of the Coast Guard to any school maintained 
by the Army, Navy, and Air Force, for instruc-
tion and training, including aviation schools; 

(c) construct, or cause to be constructed, 
Coast Guard shore establishments; 

(d) design or cause to be designed, cause to 
be constructed, accept as gift, or otherwise ac-
quire vessels, aircraft, and systems, and sub-
ject to applicable regulations under subtitle I 
of title 40 and division C (except sections 3302, 
3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710, and 4711) of subtitle I of 
title 41 dispose of them; 

(e) acquire land or interests in land, includ-
ing acceptance of gifts thereof, where required 
for the purpose of carrying out any project or 
purpose for which an appropriation has been 
made; 

(f) exchange land or interests in land in part 
or in full payment for such other land or inter-
ests in land as may be necessary or desirable, 
the balance of such part payment to be defray-
able in accordance with other provisions of 
this section; 

(g) exercise any of the powers vested by this 
title in the Commandant in any case in which 
the Secretary deems it appropriate; and 

(h) do any and all things necessary to carry 
out the purposes of this title. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 503, § 92; Oct. 31, 
1951, ch. 654, §§ 1(32), 2(9), 3(3), 65 Stat. 702, 707, 
708; Pub. L. 97–295, § 2(4), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 
1301; Pub. L. 98–557, § 15(a)(3)(D), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2865; Pub. L. 107–217, § 3(c)(1), Aug. 21, 2002, 
116 Stat. 1298; Pub. L. 111–350, § 5(c)(1), Jan. 4, 
2011, 124 Stat. 3847; Pub. L. 115–232, div. C, title 
XXXV, § 3533(a), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2321; re-
numbered § 501 and amended Pub. L. 115–282, title 
I, § 105(b), title III, § 311(a), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4200, 4248.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section grants broad general powers concerning 

policy matters to the Secretary. Many of the powers 

are contained in existing law but some are enlarged and 

some additional powers are added as explained follow-

ing. 
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