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Pub. L. 105-119, title II, Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat. 2476.

Pub. L. 104208, div. A, title I, §101(a) [title II], Sept.
30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009, 3009-36.

Pub. L. 103-317, title II, Aug. 26, 1994, 108 Stat. 1741.

PUBLICATION IN FEDERAL REGISTER

Pub. L. 100-519, title I, §102(d), Oct. 24, 1988, 102 Stat.
2590, provided that the requirement of former subsec.
(c)(2) of this section was met by the publication made
by the National Bureau of Standards on July 18, 1988,
at 53 F.R. 27060.

§ 278k-1. Competitive awards program
(a) Establishment

The Director shall establish within the Hol-
lings Manufacturing Extension Partnership
under section 278k of this title and section 278l
of this title a program of competitive awards
among participants described in subsection (b)
of this section for the purposes described in sub-
section (c¢).

(b) Participants

Participants receiving awards under this sec-
tion shall be Centers, or a consortium of Cen-
ters.

(c) Purpose, themes, and reimbursement
(1) Purpose

The purpose of the program established
under subsection (a) is to add capabilities to
the Hollings Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership, including the development of projects
to solve new or emerging manufacturing prob-
lems as determined by the Director, in con-
sultation with the Director of the Hollings
Manufacturing Extension Partnership, the
MEP Advisory Board, other Federal agencies,
and small and medium-sized manufacturers.
(2) Themes

The Director may identify 1 or more themes
for a competition carried out under this sec-
tion, which may vary from year to year, as the
Director considers appropriate after assessing
the needs of manufacturers and the success of
previous competitions.

(3) Reimbursement

Centers may be reimbursed for costs in-

curred by the Centers under this section.
(d) Applications

Applications for awards under this section
shall be submitted in such manner, at such
time, and containing such information as the
Director shall require in consultation with the
MEP Advisory Board.
(e) Selection

(1) Peer review and competitively awarded

The Director shall ensure that awards under
this section are peer reviewed and competi-
tively awarded.

(2) Geographic diversity

The Director shall endeavor to have broad
geographic diversity among selected propos-
als.

(3) Criteria

The Director shall select applications to re-
ceive awards that the Director determines will
achieve 1 or more of the following:
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(A) Improve the competitiveness of indus-
tries in the region in which the Center or
Centers are located.

(B) Create jobs or train newly hired em-
ployees.

(C) Promote the transfer and commer-
cialization of research and technology from
institutions of higher education, national
laboratories or other federally funded re-
search programs, and nonprofit research in-
stitutes.

(D) Recruit a diverse manufacturing work-
force, including through outreach to under-
represented populations, including individ-
uals identified in section 188ba or section
1885b of title 42.

(E) Such other result as the Director de-
termines will advance the objective set forth
in section 278k(c) of this title or in section
2781 of this title.

(f) Program Contribution

Recipients of awards under this section shall
not be required to provide a matching contribu-
tion.

(g) Global marketplace projects

In making an award under this section, the Di-
rector, in consultation with the MEP Advisory
Board and the Secretary, may take into consid-
eration whether an application has significant
potential for enhancing the competitiveness of
small and medium-sized United States manufac-
turers in the global marketplace.

(h) Duration

The duration of an award under this section
shall be for not more than 3 years.
(i) Definitions

The terms used in this section have the mean-
ings given the terms in section 278k of this title.

(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, §25A, as added Pub. L.
114-329, title V, §501(c), Jan. 6, 2017, 130 Stat.
3031.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to this section were contained in
section 278k(f) of this title, prior to the general amend-
ment of section 278k by Pub. L. 114-329.

§ 278l. Assistance to State technology programs

(a) In addition to the Hollings Manufacturing
Extension Partnership under section 278k of this
title, the Secretary, through the Director and, if
appropriate, through other officials, shall pro-
vide technical assistance to State technology
programs throughout the United States, in order
to help those programs help businesses, particu-
larly small- and medium-sized businesses, to en-
hance their competitiveness through the appli-
cation of science and technology.

(b) Such assistance from the Institute to State
technology programs shall include, but not be
limited to—

(1) technical information and advice from In-
stitute personnel;

(2) workshops and seminars for State offi-
cials interested in transferring Federal tech-
nology to businesses; and

(3) entering into cooperative agreements
when authorized to do so under this chapter or
any other Act.
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