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CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460vv–3. Administration 

Subject to valid existing rights, each wilder-
ness area designated by section 460vv–1 of this 
title shall be administered by the Secretary of 
Agriculture in accordance with the provisions of 
the Wilderness Act of 1964 [16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.] 
governing areas designated by that Act as wil-
derness areas, except that with respect to any 
area designated in section 460vv–1 of this title, 
any reference in such provisions to the effective 
date of the Wilderness Act of 1964 shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the effective date of 
this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 5, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Wilderness Act of 1964, referred to in text, prob-
ably means the Wilderness Act, Pub. L. 88–577, Sept. 3, 
1964, 78 Stat. 890, as amended, which is classified gener-
ally to chapter 23 (§ 1131 et seq.) of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1131 of this title and 
Tables. 

The effective date of the Wilderness Act of 1964, re-
ferred to in text, means Sept. 3, 1964, the date of enact-
ment of Pub. L. 88–577, which enacted chapter 23 of this 
title. 

The effective date of this subchapter, referred to in 
text, means Oct. 18, 1988, the date of enactment of Pub. 
L. 100–499, which enacted this subchapter. 

§ 460vv–4. Wilderness review 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) the Department of Agriculture has com-

pleted the second roadless area review and 
evaluation program (RARE II); and 

(2) the Congress has made its own review and 
examination of National Forest System road-
less areas in Oklahoma and of the environ-
mental impacts associated with alternative al-
locations of such areas. 

(b) Congressional determination and direction 

On the basis of such review, the Congress here-
by determines and directs that— 

(1) without passing on the questions of the 
legal and factual sufficiency of the RARE II 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (dated 
January 1979) with respect to National Forest 
System lands in States other than Oklahoma, 
such statement shall not be subject to judicial 
review with respect to National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma; 

(2) with respect to the National Forest Sys-
tem lands in the State of Oklahoma which 
were reviewed by the Department of Agri-
culture in the second roadless area review and 
evaluation (RARE II) and those lands referred 
to in subsection (d), that review and evalua-
tion or reference shall be deemed for the pur-
poses of the initial land management plans re-
quired for such lands by the Forest and Range-
land Renewable Resources Planning Act of 
1974 [16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.], as amended by the 

National Forest Management Act of 1976, to be 
an adequate consideration of the suitability of 
such lands for inclusion in the National Wil-
derness Preservation System and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture shall not be required to 
review the wilderness option prior to the revi-
sion of the plans, but shall review the wilder-
ness option when the plans are revised, which 
revisions will ordinarily occur on a ten-year 
cycle, or at least every fifteen years, unless, 
prior to such time the Secretary of Agri-
culture finds that conditions in a unit have 
significantly changed; 

(3) areas in the State of Oklahoma reviewed 
in such final environmental statement or ref-
erenced in subsection (d) and not designated 
wilderness upon enactment of this subchapter 
shall be managed for multiple use in accord-
ance with land management plans pursuant to 
section 6 of the Forest and Rangeland Renew-
able Resources Planning Act of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 
1604], as amended by the National Forest Man-
agement Act of 1976, except that such areas 
need not be managed for the purpose of pro-
tecting their suitability for wilderness des-
ignation prior to or during revision of the ini-
tial land management plans; 

(4) in the event that revised land manage-
ment plans in the State of Oklahoma are im-
plemented pursuant to section 6 of the Forest 
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning 
Act of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1604], as amended by the 
National Forest Management Act of 1976, and 
other applicable law, areas not recommended 
for wilderness designation need not be man-
aged for the purpose of protecting their suit-
ability for wilderness designation prior to or 
during revision of such plans, and areas rec-
ommended for wilderness designation shall be 
managed for the purpose of protecting their 
suitability for wilderness designation as may 
be required by the Forest and Rangeland Re-
newable Resources Planning Act of 1974 [16 
U.S.C. 1600 et seq.], as amended by the Na-
tional Forest Management Act of 1976, and 
other applicable law; and 

(5) unless expressly authorized by Congress, 
the Department of Agriculture shall not con-
duct any further statewide roadless area re-
view and evaluation of the National Forest 
System lands in the State of Oklahoma for the 
purpose of determining their suitability for in-
clusion in the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System. 

(c) Use of term 

As used in this section, and as provided in sec-
tion 6 of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1604], 
as amended by the National Forest Management 
Act of 1976, the term ‘‘revision’’ shall not in-
clude an ‘‘amendment’’ to a plan. 

(d) Application of provisions 

The provisions of this section shall also apply 
to: 

(1) those National Forest System roadless 
lands in the State of Oklahoma in the 
Ouachita National Forest which were evalu-
ated in the Rich Mountain and Beech Creek 
unit plans; and 
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(2) National Forest System roadless lands in 
the State of Oklahoma which are less than 
five thousand acres in size. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 6, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2493.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Planning Act of 1974, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), (4), is 
Pub. L. 93–378, Aug. 17, 1974, 88 Stat. 476, as amended, 
which is classified generally to subchapter I (§ 1600 et 
seq.) of chapter 36 of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 1600 of this title and Tables. 

The National Forest Management Act of 1976, re-
ferred to in subsecs. (b)(2)–(4) and (c), is Pub. L. 94–588, 
Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2949, as amended, which enacted 
sections 472a, 521b, 1600, and 1611 to 1614 of this title, 
amended sections 500, 515, 516, 518, 576b, and 1601 to 1610 
of this title, repealed sections 476, 513, and 514 of this 
title, and enacted provisions set out as notes under sec-
tions 476, 513, 528, 594–2, and 1600 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title of 1976 Amendment note set out under section 1600 
of this title and Tables. 

§ 460vv–5. Adjacent management 

Congress does not intend that designation of 
wilderness areas in the State of Oklahoma lead 
to the creation of protective perimeters or buff-
er zones around each wilderness area. The fact 
that nonwilderness activities or uses can be seen 
or heard from areas within the wilderness shall 
not, of itself, preclude such activities or uses up 
to the boundary of the wilderness area. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 7, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2494.) 

§ 460vv–6. Winding Stair Mountain National 
Recreation Area 

(a) Establishment 

In order to ensure the conservation and pro-
tection of certain natural, scenic, historic, pas-
toral, and fish and wildlife values and to provide 
for the enhancement of the recreational values 
associated therewith, there is hereby established 
the Winding Stair Mountain National Recre-
ation Area located in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma. 

(b) Area included 

The Winding Stair Mountain National Recre-
ation Area (hereafter in this subchapter referred 
to as the ‘‘recreation area’’) shall comprise ap-
proximately 26,445 acres as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘‘Winding Stair Mountain Na-
tional Recreation Area—Proposed’’, dated 
March 1988, which shall be on file and available 
for public inspection in the Office of the Chief, 
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture. 

(c) Maps and description 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall, as soon as practicable after October 18, 
1988, file a map and a legal description of the 
recreation area with the Committee on Interior 
and Insular Affairs and the Committee on Agri-
culture of the United States House of Represent-
atives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the United States Senate 
and each such map and legal description shall 
have the same force and effect as if included in 
this subchapter; except that correction of cleri-

cal and typographical errors in such legal de-
scription and map may be made. The map and 
legal description shall be on file and available 
for public inspection in the Office of the Chief of 
the Forest Service, Department of Agriculture. 

(d) Administration 

The Secretary shall administer the recreation 
area in accordance with the laws, rules and reg-
ulations applicable to the national forests in 
such manner as will best further the purposes of 
this section, as set forth in subsection (a). Man-
agement and utilization of natural resources 
within the recreation area shall be permitted to 
the extent such management and utilization is 
compatible with and does not impair the pur-
poses for which the recreation area is estab-
lished. 

(e) Timber management 

Any sales of timber from within the recreation 
area shall be designed so as to not detract from 
the scenic values of the recreation area. Man-
agement practices that would detract from the 
scenic quality and natural beauty within view 
from the Talimena Drive or the Holson Valley 
Road shall not be conducted in the recreation 
area. Unevenaged timber management shall be 
the timber management practice in the recre-
ation area, except that the Secretary may use 
evenaged management practices in order to pro-
mote public safety, mitigate the effects of fire, 
insects, and disease, or allow scenic vistas and 
recreational development or if such practices re-
sult in irregular cuts behind geographic barriers 
blocking the view from the Talimena Drive and 
the Holson Valley Road. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 8, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2494.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460vv–7. Botanical areas 

(a) Designation 

In order to protect and interpret to the public 
area within the Ouachita National Forest which 
contain unique plant species and unique plant 
communities that are significant in their occur-
rence, variety and location, the following lands 
are hereby designated as botanical areas: 

(1) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
mately eight thousand and twenty-six acres as 
generally depicted on a map entitled ‘‘Robert 
S. Kerr Memorial Arboretum, Nature Center 
and Botanical Area—Proposed’’, dated March 
1988, which shall be known as the ‘‘Robert S. 
Kerr Memorial Arboretum, Nature Center and 
Botanical Area’’. 

(2) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
mately four hundred acres as generally de-
picted on a map entitled ‘‘Beech Creek Botani-
cal Area—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, which 
shall be known as the ‘‘Beech Creek Botanical 
Area’’. 
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