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SUBCHAPTER CVII—WINDING STAIR MOUN-
TAIN NATIONAL RECREATION AND WIL-
DERNESS AREA 

§ 460vv. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) select areas of undeveloped National For-

est System lands in the State of Oklahoma 
possess outstanding natural characteristics 
which give them high values as wilderness and 
will, if properly preserved, contribute as an 
enduring resource of wilderness for the benefit 
of the American people; 

(2) the Department of Agriculture’s second 
roadless area review and evaluation (RARE II) 
and other studies of National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma and the relat-
ed congressional review of such lands have 
identified areas which, on the basis of their 
landform, ecosystem, associated wildlife, and 
location, will help to fulfill the National For-
est System’s share of a quality National Wil-
derness Preservation System; 

(3) the Department of Agriculture’s second 
roadless area review and evaluation, of Na-
tional Forest System lands in the State of 
Oklahoma and the related congressional re-
view of such lands have also identified areas 
which do not possess outstanding wilderness 
attributes or which possess outstanding en-
ergy, mineral, timber, grazing, dispersed 
recreation and other values, and which should 
not be designated as components of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System but 
should be available for nonwilderness multiple 
uses under the land management planning 
process and other applicable laws; 

(4) many areas of the Ouachita National For-
est possess qualities that can only be ex-
pressed and utilized in such a manner that des-
ignation of such areas as a national recreation 
area is appropriate for the maximum potential 
and enjoyment of the area by the American 
people; 

(5) select areas possess unique plant and tree 
species and plant communities that are sig-
nificant in their occurrence, variety and loca-
tion and warrant designation as botanical 
areas; and 

(6) select areas possess unique scenic and 
wildlife qualities that designation of such 
areas as a national scenic area and a national 
scenic and wildlife area is appropriate for the 
preservation of the natural beauty and wildlife 
habitat for the enjoyment of the American 
people. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this subchapter are to— 
(1) designate certain National Forest System 

lands in the State of Oklahoma as components 
of the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem, in order to promote, perpetuate, and pre-
serve the wilderness character of the lands, 
protect watersheds and wildlife habitat, pre-
serve scenic and historic resources, and pro-
mote scientific research, primitive recreation, 
solitude, physical and mental challenge, and 
inspiration for the benefit of all the American 
people, to a greater extent than is possible in 

the absence of wilderness designation; and to 
ensure that certain other National Forest Sys-
tem lands in the State of Oklahoma be avail-
able for nonwilderness multiple uses; and 

(2) designate certain National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma as a national 
recreation area, 2 botanical areas, a national 
scenic area, and a national scenic and wildlife 
area in order to enhance and further certain 
natural resources characteristics. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 2, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2491.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 100–499, § 1, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2491, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this subchapter] may 
be referred to as the ‘Winding Stair Mountain National 
Recreation and Wilderness Area Act’.’’ 

§ 460vv–1. Additions to National Wilderness Pres-
ervation System 

In furtherance of the purposes of the Wilder-
ness Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 890, 16 U.S.C. 1131 et 
seq.) the following lands in the State of Okla-
homa are hereby designated as wilderness and, 
therefore, as components of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System: 

(1) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
mately 4,583 acres, as generally depicted on a 
map entitled ‘‘Black Fork Mountain Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, and which 
shall be known as the Black Fork Mountain 
Wilderness. 

(2) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
mately 9,371 acres, as generally depicted on a 
map entitled ‘‘Upper Kiamichi River Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, and which 
shall be known as the Upper Kiamichi River 
Wilderness. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 3, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Wilderness Act of 1964, referred to in text, prob-
ably means the Wilderness Act, Pub. L. 88–577, Sept. 3, 
1964, 78 Stat. 890, as amended, which is classified gener-
ally to chapter 23 (§ 1131 et seq.) of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1131 of this title and 
Tables. 

§ 460vv–2. Maps and descriptions 

As soon as practicable after October 18, 1988, 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall file the maps 
referred to in section 460vv–1 of this title and 
legal descriptions of each wilderness area des-
ignated by section 460vv–1 of this title with the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs and 
the Committee on Agriculture of the United 
States House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
of the United States Senate. Each such map and 
legal description shall have the same force and 
effect as if included in this subchapter; except 
that correction of clerical and typographical er-
rors in such legal descriptions and maps may be 
made. Each such map and legal description shall 
be on file and available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Chief of the Forest Service, De-
partment of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 4, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 
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