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(4) Public lands

The term ‘‘public lands’” has the meaning
given the term in section 1702(e) of title 43, ex-
cept that such term shall not include interest
in lands not owned by the United States.

(5) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of the Interior.

(Pub. L. 106-538, §1, Dec. 6, 2000, 114 Stat. 2563.)

§460000-1. Establishment of the Sonoita Valley
Acquisition Planning District

(a) In general

In order to provide for future acquisitions of
important conservation land within the Sonoita
Valley region of the State of Arizona, there is
hereby established the Sonoita Valley Acquisi-
tion Planning District.

(b) Areas included

The Acquisition Planning District shall con-
sist of approximately 142,800 acres of land in the
Arizona counties of Pima and Santa Cruz, in-
cluding the Conservation Area, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘‘Sonoita Valley Ac-
quisition Planning District and Las Cienegas
National Conservation Area’’ and dated October
2, 2000.

(c) Map and legal description

As soon as practicable after December 6, 2000,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a map
and legal description of the Acquisition Plan-
ning District. In case of a conflict between the
map referred to in subsection (b) and the map
and legal description submitted by the Sec-
retary, the map referred to in subsection (b)
shall control. The map and legal description
shall have the same force and effect as if in-
cluded in this subchapter, except that the Sec-
retary may correct clerical and typographical
errors in such map and legal description. Copies
of the map and legal description shall be on file
and available for public inspection in the Office
of the Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, and in the appropriate office of the Bu-
reau of Land Management in Arizona.

(Pub. L. 106-538, §2, Dec. 6, 2000, 114 Stat. 2563.)

§460000-2. Purposes of the Acquisition Planning
District

(a) In general

The Secretary shall negotiate with land own-
ers for the acquisition of lands and interest in
lands suitable for Conservation Area expansion
that meet the purposes described in section
460000-3(a) of this title. The Secretary shall only
acquire property under this subchapter pursuant
to section 4600006 of this title.

(b) Federal lands

The Secretary, through the Bureau of Land
Management, shall administer the public lands
within the Acquisition Planning District pursu-
ant to this subchapter and the applicable provi-
sions of the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), subject
to valid existing rights, and in accordance with
the management plan. Such public lands shall
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become part of the Conservation Area when they
become contiguous with the Conservation Area.

(c¢) Fish and wildlife

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed
as affecting the jurisdiction or responsibilities
of the State of Arizona with respect to fish and
wildlife within the Acquisition Planning Dis-
trict.

(d) Protection of State and private lands and in-
terests

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed
as affecting any property rights or management
authority with regard to any lands or interest in
lands held by the State of Arizona, any political
subdivision of the State of Arizona, or any pri-
vate property rights within the boundaries of
the Acquisition Planning District.

(e) Public lands

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed
as in any way diminishing the Secretary’s or the
Bureau of Land Management’s authorities,
rights, or responsibilities for managing the pub-
lic lands within the Acquisition Planning Dis-
trict.

(f) Coordinated management

The Secretary shall coordinate the manage-
ment of the public lands within the Acquisition
Planning District with that of surrounding
county, State, and private lands consistent with
the provisions of subsection (d).

(Pub. L. 106-538, §3, Dec. 6, 2000, 114 Stat. 2564.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976, referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 94-579, Oct. 21,
1976, 90 Stat. 2743, as amended, which is classified prin-
cipally to chapter 35 (§1701 et seq.) of Title 43, Public
Lands. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1701 of
Title 43 and Tables.

§460000-3. Establishment of the Las Cienegas
National Conservation Area

(a) In general

In order to conserve, protect, and enhance for
the benefit and enjoyment of present and future
generations the unique and nationally impor-
tant aquatic, wildlife, vegetative, archaeologi-
cal, paleontological, scientific, cave, cultural,
historical, recreational, educational, scenic,
rangeland, and riparian resources and values of
the public lands described in subsection (b)
while allowing livestock grazing and recreation
to continue in appropriate areas, there is hereby
established the Las Cienegas National Conserva-
tion Area in the State of Arizona.

(b) Areas included

The Conservation Area shall consist of ap-
proximately 42,000 acres of public lands in the
Arizona counties of Pima and Santa Cruz, as
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘“‘Sonoita
Valley Acquisition Planning District and Las
Cienegas National Conservation Area’” and
dated October 2, 2000.

(c) Maps and legal description

As soon as practicable after December 6, 2000,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a map
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and legal description of the Conservation Area.
In case of a conflict between the map referred to
in subsection (b) and the map and legal descrip-
tion submitted by the Secretary, the map re-
ferred to in subsection (b) shall control. The
map and legal description shall have the same
force and effect as if included in this subchapter,
except that the Secretary may correct clerical
and typographical errors in such map and legal
description. Copies of the map and legal descrip-
tion shall be on file and available for public in-
spection in the Office of the Director of the Bu-
reau of Land Management, and in the appro-
priate office of the Bureau of Land Management
in Arizona.

(d) Forest lands

Any lands included in the Coronado National
Forest that are located within the boundaries of
the Conservation Area shall be considered to be
a part of the Conservation Area. The Secretary
of Agriculture shall revise the boundaries of the
Coronado National Forest to reflect the exclu-
sion of such lands from the Coronado National
Forest.

(Pub. L. 106-538, §4, Dec. 6, 2000, 114 Stat. 2564.)

§460000-4. Management of the Las Cienegas Na-
tional Conservation Area

(a) In general

The Secretary shall manage the Conservation
Area in a manner that conserves, protects, and
enhances its resources and values, including the
resources and values specified in section
460000-3(a) of this title, pursuant to the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) and other applicable law, in-
cluding this subchapter.

(b) Uses

The Secretary shall allow only such uses of
the Conservation Area as the Secretary finds
will further the purposes for which the Con-
servation Area is established as set forth in sec-
tion 460000-3(a) of this title.

(¢) Grazing

The Secretary of the Interior shall permit
grazing subject to all applicable laws, regula-
tions, and Executive orders consistent with the
purposes of this subchapter.

(d) Motorized vehicles

Except where needed for administrative pur-
poses or to respond to an emergency, use of mo-
torized vehicles on public lands in the Conserva-
tion Area shall be allowed only—

(1) before the effective date of a manage-
ment plan prepared pursuant to section
460000-5 of this title, on roads and trails des-
ignated for use of motorized vehicles in the
management plan that applies on December 6,
2000; and

(2) after the effective date of a management
plan prepared pursuant to section 460000-5 of
this title, on roads and trails designated for
use of motor vehicles in that management
plan.

(e) Military airspace

Prior to December 6, 2000, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration approved restricted mili-
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tary airspace (Areas 2303A and 2303B) which cov-
ers portions of the Conservation Area. Designa-
tion of the Conservation Area shall not impact
or impose any altitude, flight, or other airspace
restrictions on current or future military oper-
ations or missions. Should the military require
additional or modified airspace in the future,
the Congress does not intend for the designation
of the Conservation Area to impede the military
from petitioning the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration to change or expand existing restricted
military airspace.

(f) Access to State and private lands

Nothing in this subchapter shall affect valid
existing rights-of-way within the Conservation
Area. The Secretary shall provide reasonable ac-
cess to nonfederally owned lands or interest in
lands within the boundaries of the Conservation
Area.

(g) Hunting

Hunting shall be allowed within the Conserva-
tion Area in accordance with applicable laws
and regulations of the United States and the
State of Arizona, except that the Secretary,
after consultation with the Arizona State wild-
life management agency, may issue regulations
designating zones where and establishing peri-
ods when no hunting shall be permitted for rea-
sons of public safety, administration, or public
use and enjoyment.

(h) Preventative measures

Nothing in this subchapter shall preclude such
measures as the Secretary determines necessary
to prevent devastating fire or infestation of in-
sects or disease within the Conservation Area.

(i) No buffer zones

The establishment of the Conservation Area
shall not lead to the creation of protective pe-
rimeters or buffer zones around the Conserva-
tion Area. The fact that there may be activities
or uses on lands outside the Conservation Area
that would not be permitted in the Conservation
Area shall not preclude such activities or uses
on such lands up to the boundary of the Con-
servation Area consistent with other applicable
laws.

(j) Withdrawals

Subject to valid existing rights all Federal
lands within the Conservation Area and all lands
and interest therein which are hereafter ac-
quired by the United States are hereby with-
drawn from all forms of entry, appropriation, or
disposal under the public land laws and from lo-
cation, entry, and patent under the mining laws,
and from operation of the mineral leasing and
geothermal leasing laws and all amendments
thereto.

(Pub. L. 106-538, §5, Dec. 6, 2000, 114 Stat. 2565.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 94-579, Oct. 21,
1976, 90 Stat. 2743, which is classified principally to
chapter 35 (§1701 et seq.) of Title 43, Public Lands. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1701 of Title 43
and Tables.
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