
Page 791 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 460qqq–4 

1 See References in Text note below. 

(A) describe the appropriate uses and man-
agement of the Conservation Area; 

(B)(i) authorize the use of motorized vehi-
cles in the Conservation Area— 

(I) for installing, repairing, maintaining, 
and reconstructing water development 
projects, including guzzlers, that would en-
hance the Conservation Area by promoting 
healthy, viable, and more naturally dis-
tributed wildlife populations; and 

(II) subject to any limitations that are 
not more restrictive than the limitations 
on such uses authorized in wilderness 
areas under section 208; 1 and 

(ii) include or provide recommendations on 
ways of minimizing the visual impacts of 
such activities on the Conservation Area; 

(C) include a plan for litter cleanup and 
public lands awareness campaign on public 
lands in and around the Conservation Area; 
and 

(D) include a recommendation on the loca-
tion for a right-of-way for a rural roadway 
to provide the city of Henderson with access 
to the Conservation Area, in accordance 
with the application numbered N–65874. 

(c) Uses 

The Secretary shall allow only such uses of 
the Conservation Area that the Secretary deter-
mines will further the purpose described in sec-
tion 460qqq of this title. 

(d) Motorized vehicles 

Except as needed for administrative purposes 
or to respond to an emergency, the use of motor-
ized vehicles in the Conservation Area shall be 
permitted only on roads and trails designated 
for the use of motorized vehicles by the manage-
ment plan developed under subsection (b). 

(e) Withdrawal 

(1) In general 

Subject to valid existing rights, all public 
land in the Conservation Area is withdrawn 
from— 

(A) all forms of entry and appropriation 
under the public land laws; 

(B) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(C) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws. 

(2) Additional land 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
if the Secretary acquires mineral or other in-
terests in a parcel of land within the Con-
servation Area after November 6, 2002, the par-
cel is withdrawn from operation of the laws re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) on the date of acqui-
sition of the land. 

(f) Hunting, fishing, and trapping 

(1) In general 

Nothing in this subchapter affects the juris-
diction of the State with respect to fish and 
wildlife, including hunting, fishing, and trap-
ping in the Conservation Area. 

(2) Limitations 

(A) Regulations 

The Secretary may designate by regula-
tion areas in which, and establish periods 
during which, for reasons of public safety, 
administration, or compliance with applica-
ble laws, no hunting, fishing, or trapping 
will be permitted in the Conservation Area. 

(B) Consultation 

Except in emergencies, the Secretary shall 
consult with the appropriate State agency 
before promulgating regulations under sub-
paragraph (A) that close a portion of the 
Conservation Area to hunting, fishing, or 
trapping. 

(g) No buffer zones 

(1) In general 

The establishment of the Conservation Area 
shall not create an express or implied protec-
tive perimeter or buffer zone around the Con-
servation Area. 

(2) Private land 

If the use of, or conduct of an activity on, 
private land that shares a boundary with the 
Conservation Area is consistent with applica-
ble law, nothing in this subchapter concerning 
the establishment of the Conservation Area 
shall prohibit or limit the use or conduct of 
the activity. 

(Pub. L. 107–282, title VI, § 605, Nov. 6, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2010.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976, referred to in subsec. (a)(2)(A), is Pub. L. 94–579, 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2743, which is classified prin-
cipally to chapter 35 (§ 1701 et seq.) of Title 43, Public 
Lands. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1701 of 
Title 43 and Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(2)(B), is Pub. L. 
107–282, Nov. 6, 2002, 116 Stat. 1994, known as the Clark 
County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Re-
sources Act of 2002. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 460qqq of this title and Tables. 

Section 208, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(B)(i)(II), is 
section 208 of Pub. L. 107–282, Nov. 6, 2002, 116 Stat. 2005, 
which is not classified to the Code. 

§ 460qqq–4. Sale of Federal parcel 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding sections 1712 and 1713 of title 
43 and subject to valid existing rights, not later 
than 1 year after November 6, 2002, the Sec-
retary shall convey to the highest qualified bid-
der all right, title, and interest of the United 
States in and to the Federal parcel. 

(b) Disposition of proceeds 

Of the gross proceeds from the conveyance of 
land under subsection (a)— 

(1) 5 percent shall be available to the State 
for use in the general education program of 
the State; and 

(2) the remainder shall be deposited in the 
special account established under the South-
ern Nevada Public Lands Management Act of 
1998 (Public Law 105–263; 112 Stat. 2345), to be 
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available to the Secretary, without further ap-
propriation for— 

(A) the construction and operation of fa-
cilities to support the management of the 
Conservation Area; 

(B) the construction and repair of trails 
and roads in the Conservation Area author-
ized under the management plan; 

(C) research on and interpretation of the 
archaeological and geological resources of 
the Conservation Area; 

(D) conservation and research relating to 
the Conservation Area; and 

(E) any other purpose that the Secretary 
determines to be consistent with the purpose 
described in section 460qqq of this title. 

(Pub. L. 107–282, title VI, § 606, Nov. 6, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2012.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act 
of 1998, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), probably means the 
Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998, 
Pub. L. 105–263, Oct. 19, 1998, 112 Stat. 2343, which 
amended section 460ccc–1 of this title and section 6901 
of Title 31, Money and Finance, and enacted provisions 
set out as a note under section 6901 of Title 31. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title of 1998 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 6901 of Title 31 and Tables. 

§ 460qqq–5. Right-of-way 

Not later than 180 days after November 6, 2002, 
the Secretary shall convey to the City of Hen-
derson the public right-of-way requested for 
public trail purposes under the application num-
bered N–76312 and the public right-of-way re-
quested for public trail purposes under the appli-
cation numbered N–65874. 

(Pub. L. 107–282, title VI, § 607, Nov. 6, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2012.) 

SUBCHAPTER CXXIX—RIO GRANDE 
NATURAL AREA 

§ 460rrr. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Commission 

The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Rio 
Grande Natural Area Commission established 
by section 460rrr–2(a) of this title. 

(2) Natural Area 

The term ‘‘Natural Area’’ means the Rio 
Grande Natural Area established by section 
460rrr–1(a) of this title. 

(3) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(Pub. L. 109–337, § 2, Oct. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 1777.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 109–337, § 1, Oct. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 1777, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this subchapter] may 
be cited as the ‘Rio Grande Natural Area Act’.’’ 

§ 460rrr–1. Establishment of Rio Grande Natural 
Area 

(a) In general 

There is established the Rio Grande Natural 
Area in the State of Colorado to conserve, re-

store, and protect the natural, historic, cultural, 
scientific, scenic, wildlife, and recreational re-
sources of the Natural Area. 

(b) Boundaries 

The Natural Area shall include the Rio Grande 
River from the southern boundary of the 
Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge to the New 
Mexico State border, extending 1⁄4 mile on either 
side of the bank of the River. 

(c) Map and legal description 

(1) In general 

As soon as practicable after October 12, 2006, 
the Secretary shall prepare a map and legal 
description of the Natural Area. 

(2) Effect 

The map and legal description of the Natural 
Area shall have the same force and effect as if 
included in this subchapter, except that the 
Secretary may correct any minor errors in the 
map and legal description. 

(3) Public availability 

The map and legal description of the Natural 
Area shall be available for public inspection in 
the appropriate offices of the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(Pub. L. 109–337, § 3, Oct. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 1777.) 

§ 460rrr–2. Establishment of the Commission 

(a) Establishment 

There is established the Rio Grande Natural 
Area Commission. 

(b) Purpose 

The Commission shall— 
(1) advise the Secretary with respect to the 

Natural Area; and 
(2) prepare a management plan relating to 

non-Federal land in the Natural Area under 
section 460rrr–4(b)(2)(A) of this title. 

(c) Membership 

The Commission shall be composed of 9 mem-
bers appointed by the Secretary, of whom— 

(1) 1 member shall represent the Colorado 
State Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment; 

(2) 1 member shall be the manager of the 
Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge, ex officio; 

(3) 3 members shall be appointed based on 
the recommendation of the Governor of Colo-
rado, of whom— 

(A) 1 member shall represent the Colorado 
Division of Wildlife; 

(B) 1 member shall represent the Colorado 
Division of Water Resources; and 

(C) 1 member shall represent the Rio 
Grande Water Conservation District; and 

(4) 4 members shall— 
(A) represent the general public; 
(B) be citizens of the local region in which 

the Natural Area is established; and 
(C) have knowledge and experience in the 

fields of interest relating to the preserva-
tion, restoration, and use of the Natural 
Area. 

(d) Terms of office 

(1) In general 

Except for the manager of the Alamosa Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, the term of office of a 
member of the Commission shall be 5 years. 
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