
Page 349 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 410aaa–49 

1 See References in Text note below. 

reau of Land Management depicted on the maps 
described in section 410aaa–42 of this title, with-
out consideration, to the administrative juris-
diction of the Director of the National Park 
Service. The boundaries of the public lands shall 
be adjusted accordingly. 

(Pub. L. 103–433, title V, § 503, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4490.) 

§ 410aaa–44. Maps and legal description 

Within six months after October 31, 1994, the 
Secretary shall file maps and a legal description 
of the preserve designated under this part with 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the United States Senate and the 
Committee on Natural Resources of the United 
States House of Representatives. Such maps and 
legal description shall have the same force and 
effect as if included in this part, except that the 
Secretary may correct clerical and typo-
graphical errors in such legal description and in 
the maps referred to in section 410aaa–42 of this 
title. The maps and legal description shall be on 
file and available for public inspection in the ap-
propriate offices of the National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior. 

(Pub. L. 103–433, title V, § 504, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4490.) 

§ 410aaa–45. Abolishment of scenic area 

The East Mojave National Scenic Area, des-
ignated on January 13, 1981 (46 FR 3994), and 
modified on August 9, 1983 (48 FR 36210), is here-
by abolished. 

(Pub. L. 103–433, title V, § 505, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4490.) 

§ 410aaa–46. Administration 

(a) The Secretary shall administer the pre-
serve in accordance with this part and with the 
provisions of law generally applicable to units of 
the National Park System, including the Act en-
titled ‘‘An Act to establish a National Park 
Service, and for other purposes’’, approved Au-
gust 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535; 16 U.S.C. 1, 2–4).1 

(b) The Secretary shall permit hunting, fish-
ing, and trapping on lands and waters within the 
preserve designated by this Act in accordance 
with applicable Federal and State laws except 
that the Secretary may designate areas where, 
and establish periods when, no hunting, fishing, 
or trapping will be permitted for reasons of pub-
lic safety, administration, or compliance with 
provisions of applicable law. Except in emer-
gencies, regulations closing areas to hunting, 
fishing, or trapping pursuant to this subsection 
shall be put into effect only after consultation 
with the appropriate State agency having re-
sponsibility for fish and wildlife. Nothing in this 
Act shall be construed as affecting the jurisdic-
tion or responsibilities of the States with re-
spect to fish and wildlife on Federal lands and 
waters covered by this part nor shall anything 
in this Act be construed as authorizing the Sec-
retary concerned to require a Federal permit to 
hunt, fish, or trap on Federal lands and waters 
covered by this part. 

(Pub. L. 103–433, title V, § 506, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4490.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act entitled ‘‘An Act to establish a National 
Park Service, and for other purposes’’, approved August 
25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535; 16 U.S.C. 1, 2–4), referred to in sub-
sec. (a), is act Aug. 25, 1916, ch. 408, 39 Stat. 535, known 
as the National Park Service Organic Act, which en-
acted sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this title and provisions 
set out as a note under section 100101 of Title 54, Na-
tional Park Service and Related Programs. Sections 1 
to 4 of the Act were repealed and restated as section 
1865(a) of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and 
section 100101(a), chapter 1003, and sections 100751(a), 
100752, 100753, and 102101 of Title 54 by Pub. L. 113–287, 
§§ 3, 4(a)(1), 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3094, 3260, 3272. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Tables. For disposition of former sections of this title, 
see Disposition Table preceding section 100101 of Title 
54. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (b), is defined in sec-
tion 410aaa–81 of this title. 

§ 410aaa–47. Withdrawal 

Subject to valid existing rights, all Federal 
lands within the preserve are hereby withdrawn 
from all forms of entry, appropriation, or dis-
posal under the public land laws; from location, 
entry, and patent under the United States min-
ing laws; and from disposition under all laws 
pertaining to mineral and geothermal leasing, 
and mineral materials, and all amendments 
thereto. 

(Pub. L. 103–433, title V, § 507, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4491.) 

§ 410aaa–48. Regulation of mining 

Subject to valid existing rights, all mining 
claims located within the preserve shall be sub-
ject to all applicable laws and regulations appli-
cable to mining within units of the National 
Park System, including section 1865(b) of title 18 
and subchapter III of chapter 1007 of title 54, and 
any patent issued after October 31, 1994, shall 
convey title only to the minerals together with 
the right to use the surface of lands for mining 
purposes, subject to such laws and regulations. 

(Pub. L. 103–433, title V, § 508, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4491.) 

CODIFICATION 

In text, ‘‘section 1865(b) of title 18 and subchapter III 
of chapter 1007 of title 54’’ substituted for ‘‘the Mining 
in the Parks Act (16 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.)’’ on authority 
of Pub. L. 113–287, § 6(e), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3272, 
which Act enacted Title 54, National Park Service and 
Related Programs. 

§ 410aaa–49. Study as to validity of mining claims 

(a) The Secretary shall not approve any plan 
of operation prior to determining the validity of 
the unpatented mining claims, mill sites, and 
tunnel sites affected by such plan within the 
preserve and shall submit to Congress recom-
mendations as to whether any valid or patented 
claims should be acquired by the United States, 
including the estimated acquisition costs of 
such claims, and a discussion of the environ-
mental consequences of the extraction of min-
erals from these lands. 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Secretary shall permit the holder or 
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holders of mining claims identified on the 
records of the Bureau of Land Management as 
Volco #A CAMC 105446, Volco #B CAMC 105447, 
Volco 1 CAMC 80155, Volco 2 CAMC 80156, Volco 
3 CAMC 170259, Volco 4 CAMC 170260, Volco 5 
CAMC 78405, Volco 6 CAMC 78404, and Volco 7 
CAMC 78403, Volco Placer 78332, to continue ex-
ploration and development activities on such 
claims for a period of two years after October 31, 
1994, subject to the same regulations as applied 
to such activities on such claims on the day be-
fore October 31, 1994. 

(2) At the end of the period specified in para-
graph (1), or sooner if so requested by the holder 
or holders of the claims specified in such para-
graph, the Secretary shall determine whether 
there has been a discovery of valuable minerals 
on such claims and whether, if such discovery 
had been made on or before July 1, 1994, such 
claims would have been valid as of such date 
under the mining laws of the United States in 
effect on such date. 

(3) If the Secretary, pursuant to paragraph (2), 
makes an affirmative determination concerning 
the claims specified in paragraph (1), the holder 
or holders of such claims shall be permitted to 
continue to operate such claims subject only to 
such regulations as applied on July 1, 1994 to the 
exercise of valid existing rights on patented 
mining claims within a unit of the National 
Park System. 

(Pub. L. 103–433, title V, § 509, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4491.) 

§ 410aaa–50. Grazing 

(a) The privilege of grazing domestic livestock 
on lands within the preserve shall continue to be 
exercised at no more than the current level, sub-
ject to applicable laws and National Park Serv-
ice regulations. 

(b) If a person holding a grazing permit re-
ferred to in subsection (a) informs the Secretary 
that such permittee is willing to convey to the 
United States any base property with respect to 
which such permit was issued and to which such 
permittee holds title, the Secretary shall make 
the acquisition of such base property a priority 
as compared with the acquisition of other lands 
within the preserve, provided agreement can be 
reached concerning the terms and conditions of 
such acquisition. Any such base property which 
is located outside the preserve and acquired as a 
priority pursuant to this section shall be man-
aged by the Federal agency responsible for the 
majority of the adjacent lands in accordance 
with the laws applicable to such adjacent lands. 

(Pub. L. 103–433, title V, § 510, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4492.) 

§ 410aaa–51. Utility rights-of-way 

(a) Continuation of rights-of-way and other ac-
tivities; upgrading transmission lines; emer-
gency access plans 

(1) Nothing in this part shall have the effect of 
terminating any validly issued right-of-way or 
customary operation, maintenance, repair, and 
replacement activities in such right-of-way, is-
sued, granted, or permitted to Southern Califor-
nia Edison Company, its successors or assigns, 

which is located on lands included in the Mojave 
National Preserve, but outside lands designated 
as wilderness under section 601(a)(3). Such ac-
tivities shall be conducted in a manner which 
will minimize the impact on preserve resources. 

(2) Nothing in this part shall have the effect of 
prohibiting the upgrading of an existing elec-
trical transmission line for the purpose of in-
creasing the capacity of such transmission line 
in the Southern California Edison Company val-
idly issued Eldorado-Lugo Transmission Line 
right-of-way and Mojave-Lugo Transmission 
Line right-of-way, or in a right-of-way if issued, 
granted, or permitted by the Secretary adjacent 
to the existing Mojave-Lugo Transmission Line 
right-of-way (hereafter in this section referred 
to as ‘‘adjacent right-of-way’’), including con-
struction of a replacement transmission line: 
Provided, That— 

(A) in the Eldorado-Lugo Transmission Line 
rights-of-way (hereafter in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Eldorado rights-of-way’’) at 
no time shall there be more than three elec-
trical transmission lines; 

(B) in the Mojave-Lugo Transmission Line 
right-of-way (hereafter in this section referred 
to as the ‘‘Mojave right-of-way’’) and adjacent 
right-of-way, removal of the existing elec-
trical transmission line and reclamation of 
the site shall be completed no later than three 
years after the date on which construction of 
the upgraded transmission line begins, after 
which time there may be only one electrical 
transmission line in the lands encompassed by 
Mojave right-of-way and adjacent right-of- 
way; 

(C) if there are no more than two electrical 
transmission lines in the Eldorado rights-of- 
way, two electrical transmission lines in the 
lands encompassed by the Mojave right-of-way 
and adjacent right-of-way may be allowed; 

(D) in the Eldorado rights-of-way and Mo-
jave right-of-way no additional land shall be 
issued, granted, or permitted for such upgrade 
unless an addition would reduce the impacts 
to preserve resources; 

(E) no more than 350 feet of additional land 
shall be issued, granted, or permitted for an 
adjacent right-of-way to the south of the Mo-
jave right-of-way unless a greater addition 
would reduce the impacts to preserve re-
sources; and 

(F) such upgrade activities, including heli-
copter aided construction, shall be conducted 
in a manner which will minimize the impact 
on preserve resources. 

(3) The Secretary shall prepare within one 
hundred and eighty days after October 31, 1994, 
in consultation with the Southern California 
Edison Company, plans for emergency access by 
the Southern California Edison Company to its 
rights-of-way. 

(b) Pipeline capacity 

(1) Nothing in this part shall have the effect of 
terminating any validly issued right-of-way, or 
customary operation, maintenance, repair, and 
replacement activities in such right-of-way; pro-
hibiting the upgrading of and construction on 
existing facilities in such right-of-way for the 
purpose of increasing the capacity of the exist-
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