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§ 423a–3. Petersburg National Battlefield bound-
ary modification 

(a) In general 

The boundary of the Petersburg National Bat-
tlefield is modified to include the land and in-
terests in land as generally depicted on the map 
titled ‘‘Petersburg National Battlefield Pro-
posed Boundary Expansion’’, numbered 325/ 
80,080, and dated June 2007/March 2016. The map 
shall be on file and available for public inspec-
tion in the appropriate offices of the National 
Park Service. 

(b) Acquisition of properties 

(1) Authority 

The Secretary of the Interior (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized 
to acquire the land and interests in land de-
scribed in subsection (a) from willing sellers 
only, by donation, purchase with donated or 
appropriated funds, exchange, or transfer. 

(2) Omitted 

(c) Administration 

The Secretary shall administer any land or in-
terests in land acquired under subsection (b) as 
part of the Petersburg National Battlefield in 
accordance with applicable laws and regula-
tions. 

(d) Administrative jurisdiction transfer 

(1) In general 

There is transferred— 
(A) from the Secretary to the Secretary of 

the Army administrative jurisdiction over 
the approximately 1.170-acre parcel of land 
depicted as ‘‘Area to be transferred to Fort 
Lee Military Reservation’’ on the map de-
scribed in paragraph (2); and 

(B) from the Secretary of the Army to the 
Secretary administrative jurisdiction over 
the approximately 1.171-acre parcel of land 
depicted as ‘‘Area to be transferred to Pe-
tersburg National Battlefield’’ on the map 
described in paragraph (2). 

(2) Map 

The parcels of land described in paragraph 
(1) are depicted on the map titled ‘‘Petersburg 
National Battlefield Proposed Transfer of Ad-
ministrative Jurisdiction’’, numbered 325/ 
80,801A, dated May 2011/March 2016. The map 
shall be on file and available for public inspec-
tion in the appropriate offices of the National 
Park Service. 

(3) Conditions of transfer 

The transfer of administrative jurisdiction 
under paragraph (1) is subject to the following 
conditions: 

(A) No reimbursement or consideration 

The transfer shall be without reimburse-
ment or consideration. 

(B) Management 

(i) Land transferred to the Secretary of the 
Army 

The land transferred to the Secretary of 
the Army under paragraph (1)(A) shall be 
excluded from the boundary of the Peters-
burg National Battlefield. 

(ii) Land transferred to the Secretary 

The land transferred to the Secretary 
under paragraph (1)(B)— 

(I) shall be included within the bound-
ary of the Petersburg National Battle-
field; and 

(II) shall be administered as part of Pe-
tersburg National Battlefield in accord-
ance with applicable laws and regula-
tions. 

(Pub. L. 114–328, div. B, title XXVIII, § 2834, Dec. 
23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2740.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 2834 of Pub. L. 114–328. 
Subsec. (b)(2) of section 2834 of Pub. L. 114–328 amended 
section 313(a) of Pub. L. 95–625, 92 Stat. 3479, which is 
not classified to the Code. 

§ 423b. Commission; organization 

The affairs of the Petersburg National Battle-
field shall, subject to the supervision and direc-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior, be in 
charge of three commissioners, consisting of 
Army officers, civilians, or both, to be appointed 
by the Secretary of the Interior, one of whom 
shall be designated as chairman and another as 
secretary of the commission. 

(July 3, 1926, ch. 746, § 3, 44 Stat. 822; Ex. Ord. No. 
6166, § 2, June 10, 1933; Ex. Ord. No. 6228, § 1, July 
28, 1933; Pub. L. 87–603, § 1, Aug. 24, 1962, 76 Stat. 
403.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Petersburg National Battlefield’’ substituted in text 
for ‘‘Petersburg National Military Park’’ pursuant to 
Pub. L. 87–603. See section 423h–1 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of administrative functions of park, see note 
set out under section 423 of this title. 

§ 423c. Duties of commission 

It shall be the duties of the commissioners, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, to superintend the opening or repair of 
such roads as may be necessary to the purposes 
of the battlefield, and to ascertain and mark 
with historical tablets or otherwise, as the Sec-
retary of the Interior may determine, all breast-
works, earthworks, walls, or other defenses or 
shelters, lines of battle, location of troops, 
buildings, and other historical points of interest 
within the battlefield or in its vicinity, and the 
said commission in establishing the battlefield 
shall have authority, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, to employ such labor 
and service at rates to be fixed by the Secretary 
of the Interior, and to obtain such supplies and 
materials as may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of sections 423, 423a, and 423b to 423h 
of this title. 

(July 3, 1926, ch. 746, § 4, 44 Stat. 822; Ex. Ord. No. 
6166, § 2, June 10, 1933; Ex. Ord. No. 6228, § 1, July 
28, 1933; Pub. L. 87–603, § 1, Aug. 24, 1962, 76 Stat. 
403.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Battlefield’’ substituted in text for ‘‘park’’ in view 
of redesignation of Petersburg National Military Park 
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as Petersburg National Battlefield by Pub. L. 87–603. 
See section 423h–1 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of administrative functions of park, see note 
set out under section 423 of this title. 

§ 423d. Acceptance and disposition of gifts 

The commission, acting through the Secretary 
of the Interior, is authorized to receive gifts and 
contributions from States, Territories, societies, 
organizations, and individuals for the Peters-
burg National Battlefield: Provided, That all 
contributions of money received shall be depos-
ited in the Treasury of the United States and 
credited to a fund to be designated ‘‘Petersburg 
National Battlefield Fund’’, which fund shall be 
applied to and expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, for carrying out 
the provisions of sections 423, 423a, and 423b to 
423h of this title. 

(July 3, 1926, ch. 746, § 5, 44 Stat. 822; Ex. Ord. No. 
6166, § 2, June 10, 1933; Ex. Ord. No. 6228, § 1, July 
28, 1933; Pub. L. 87–603, § 1, Aug. 24, 1962, 76 Stat. 
403.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Petersburg National Battlefield’’ substituted in text 
for ‘‘Petersburg National Military Park’’ pursuant to 
Pub. L. 87–603. See section 423h–1 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of administrative functions of park, see note 
set out under section 423 of this title. 

§ 423e. Ascertaining and marking lines of battle 

It shall be lawful for the authorities of any 
State having had troops engaged at Petersburg, 
to enter upon the lands and approaches of the 
Petersburg National Battlefield for the purpose 
of ascertaining and marking the lines of battle 
of troops engaged therein: Provided, That before 
any such lines are permanently designated, the 
position of the lines and the proposed methods 
of marking them by monuments, tablets, or 
otherwise, including the design and inscription 
for the same, shall be submitted to the Sec-
retary of the Interior and shall first receive 
written approval of the Secretary, which ap-
proval shall be based upon formal written re-
ports to be made to him in each case by the 
commissioners of the battlefield: Provided, That 
no discrimination shall be made against any 
State as to the manner of designating lines, but 
any grant made to any State by the Secretary of 
the Interior may be used by any other State. 

(July 3, 1926, ch. 746, § 6, 44 Stat. 823; Ex. Ord. No. 
6166, § 2, June 10, 1933; Ex. Ord. No. 6228, § 1, July 
28, 1933; Pub. L. 87–603, § 1, Aug. 24, 1962, 76 Stat. 
403.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Petersburg National Battlefield’’ and ‘‘battlefield’’ 
substituted in text for ‘‘Petersburg National Military 
Park’’ and ‘‘park’’, respectively, in view of redesigna-
tion of Petersburg National Military Park as Peters-
burg National Battlefield by Pub. L. 87–603. See section 
423h–1 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of administrative functions of park, see note 
set out under section 423 of this title. 

§ 423f. Protection of monuments, etc. 

If any person shall, except by permission of 
the Secretary of the Interior, destroy, mutilate, 
deface, injure, or remove any monument, col-
umn, statues, memorial structures, or work of 
art that shall be erected or placed upon the 
grounds of the battlefield by lawful authority, 
or shall destroy or remove any fence, railing, in-
closure, or other work for the protection or or-
nament of said battlefield, or any portion there-
of, or shall destroy, cut, hack, bark, break down, 
or otherwise injure any tree, bush, or shrubbery 
that may be growing upon said battlefield, or 
shall cut down or fell or remove any timber, bat-
tle relic, tree or trees growing or being upon 
said battlefield, or hunt within the limits of the 
battlefield, or shall remove or destroy any 
breastworks, earthworks, walls, or other de-
fenses or shelter or any part thereof constructed 
by the armies formerly engaged in the battles 
on the lands or approaches to the battlefield, 
any person so offending and found guilty there-
of, before any United States magistrate judge or 
court, justice of the peace of the county in 
which the offense may be committed, or any 
other court of competent jurisdiction, shall for 
each and every such offense forfeit and pay a 
fine, in the discretion of the said United States 
magistrate judge or court, justice of the peace 
or other court, according to the aggravation of 
the offense, of not less than $5 nor more than 
$500, one-half for the use of the battlefield and 
the other half to the informant, to be enforced 
and recovered before such United States mag-
istrate judge or court, justice of the peace or 
other court, in like manner as debts of like na-
ture were, on July 3, 1926, by law recoverable in 
the several counties where the offense may be 
committed. 

(July 3, 1926, ch. 746, § 7, 44 Stat. 823; Ex. Ord. No. 
6166, § 2, June 10, 1933; Ex. Ord. No. 6228, § 1, July 
28, 1933; Pub. L. 87–603, § 1, Aug. 24, 1962, 76 Stat. 
403; Pub. L. 90–578, title IV, § 402(b)(2), Oct. 17, 
1968, 82 Stat. 1118; Pub. L. 101–650, title III, § 321, 
Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5117.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Battlefield’’ substituted for ‘‘park’’ wherever ap-
pearing in text, in view of redesignation of Petersburg 
National Military Park as Petersburg National Battle-
field by Pub. L. 87–603. See section 423h–1 of this title. 

‘‘United States magistrate judge’’ substituted for 
‘‘United States magistrate’’ wherever appearing in text 
pursuant to section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a 
note under section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judi-
cial Procedure. Previously, ‘‘United States magistrate’’ 
substituted for ‘‘United States commissioner’’ pursuant 
to Pub. L. 90–578. See chapter 43 (§ 631 et seq.) of Title 
28. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of administrative functions of park, see note 
set out under section 423 of this title. 

§ 423g. Rules and regulations 

The Secretary of the Interior, subject to the 
approval of the President, shall have the power 
to make and shall make all needful rules and 
regulations for the care of the battlefield, and 
for the establishment and marking of lines of 
battle and other historical features of the bat-
tlefield. 
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