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955, 957, 959, and 962 of this title and repealing chapter 
16B of this title and provisions set out as a note under 
section 972 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Antigua 
Convention Implementing Act of 2015’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Act Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, § 1, 64 Stat. 777, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as 
the ‘Tuna Conventions Act of 1950’.’’ 

SEPARABILITY 

Act Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, § 13, 64 Stat. 780, provided: 
‘‘If any provision of this Act [this chapter] or the appli-
cation of such provision to any circumstances or per-
sons shall be held invalid, the validity of the remainder 
of the Act and the applicability of such provision to 
other circumstances or persons shall not be affected 
thereby.’’ 

LANDING OF CATCH OF FISH BY FOREIGN VESSELS 

Pub. L. 87–814, § 6, Oct. 15, 1962, 76 Stat. 926, provided 
that: ‘‘Nothing in this Act [amending this section and 
sections 955 to 957, 959 of this title] shall be construed 
to amend or repeal the provisions of section 4311 of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended ([former] 46 U.S.C. [App.] 
251) [see 46 U.S.C. 55114].’’ 

§ 952. Commissioners 

(a) Commissioners 

The United States shall be represented on the 
Commission by four United States Commis-
sioners. The President shall appoint individuals 
to serve on the Commission. The United States 
Commissioners shall be subject to supervision 
and removal by the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary. In making the ap-
pointments, the President shall select United 
States Commissioners from among individuals 
who are knowledgeable or experienced concern-
ing highly migratory fish stocks in the eastern 
tropical Pacific Ocean, one of whom shall be an 
officer or employee of the Department of Com-
merce. Not more than two United States Com-
missioners may be appointed who reside in a 
State other than a State whose vessels maintain 
a substantial fishery in the area of the Conven-
tion. 

(b) Alternate Commissioners 

The Secretary of State, in consultation with 
the Secretary, may designate from time to time 
and for periods of time deemed appropriate Al-
ternate United States Commissioners to the 
Commission. Any Alternate United States Com-
missioner may exercise, at any meeting of the 
Commission or of the General Advisory Commit-
tee or Scientific Advisory Subcommittee estab-
lished pursuant to section 953(b) of this title, all 
powers and duties of a United States Commis-
sioner in the absence of any United States Com-
missioner appointed pursuant to subsection (a) 
of this section for whatever reason. The number 
of such Alternate United States Commissioners 
that may be designated for any such meeting 
shall be limited to the number of United States 
Commissioners appointed pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section who will not be 
present at such meeting. 

(c) Administrative matters 

(1) Employment status 

Individuals serving as United States Com-
missioners, other than officers or employees of 

the United States Government, shall not be 
considered Federal employees except for the 
purposes of injury compensation or tort 
claims liability as provided in chapter 81 of 
title 5 and chapter 171 of title 28. 

(2) Compensation 

The United States Commissioners or Alter-
nate Commissioners, although officers of the 
United States while so serving, shall receive 
no compensation for their services as United 
States Commissioners or Alternate Commis-
sioners. 

(3) Travel expenses 

(A) The Secretary of State shall pay the 
necessary travel expenses of United States 
Commissioners and Alternate United States 
Commissioners to meetings of the Inter- 
American Tropical Tuna Commission and 
other meetings the Secretary of State deems 
necessary to fulfill their duties, in accord-
ance with the Federal Travel Regulations 
and sections 5701, 5702, 5704 through 5708, and 
5731 of title 5. 

(B) The Secretary may reimburse the Sec-
retary of State for amounts expended by the 
Secretary of State under this subsection. 

(Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, § 3, 64 Stat. 777; 1970 Reorg. 
Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 
2090; Pub. L. 102–523, § 3(a)(1), Oct. 26, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3433; Pub. L. 105–42, § 7(a), Aug. 15, 1997, 111 
Stat. 1137; Pub. L. 106–562, title III, § 302, Dec. 23, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2806; Pub. L. 114–81, title II, § 204, 
Nov. 5, 2015, 129 Stat. 660.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Pub. L. 114–81 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section related to number, appoint-
ment, and qualification of United States Commis-
sioners. 

2000—Pub. L. 106–562 inserted after first sentence ‘‘In-
dividuals serving as such Commissioners shall not be 
considered to be Federal employees while performing 
such service, except for purposes of injury compensa-
tion or tort claims liability as provided in chapter 81 of 
title 5 and chapter 171 of title 28.’’ 

1997—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–42, which directed the 
general amendment of section 3(c) of the Tuna Conven-
tion Act, was executed by making the amendment to 
subsec. (c) of this section, to reflect the probable intent 
of Congress. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read as 
follows: ‘‘at least one shall be an officer of the Depart-
ment of Commerce; and’’. 

1992—Par. (d). Pub. L. 102–523 added par. (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 105–42, 
see section 8 of Pub. L. 105–42, set out as a note under 
section 1362 of this title. 

ALTERNATE UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS 

For additional provisions relating to the designation 
of Alternate United States Commissioners, see sections 
2672a and 2672b of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Inter-
course. 

§ 953. General Advisory Committee and Scientific 
Advisory Subcommittee 

(a) General Advisory Committee 

(1) Appointments; public participation; com-
pensation 

(A) The Secretary, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, shall appoint a General 
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