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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Functions of the Secretary of the Interior transferred
to the Secretary of Commerce in view of: creation of
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in
Department of Commerce and Office of Administrator
of such Administration; abolition of Bureau of Com-
mercial Fisheries in Department of the Interior and Of-
fice of Director of such Bureau; transfers of functions
formerly vested by law in Secretary of the Interior or
Department of the Interior which were administered
through Bureau of Commercial Fisheries or were pri-
marily related to such Bureau, exclusive of certain
enumerated functions with respect to Great Lakes fish-
ery research, Missouri River Reservoir research, Gulf
Breeze Biological Laboratory, and Trans-Alaska pipe-
line investigations; and transfer of marine sport fish
program of Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife by
Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627,
84 Stat. 2090, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees.

§956. Inspection of returns, records, or other re-
ports

Any person authorized to carry out enforce-
ment activities under this chapter and any per-
son authorized by the commissions shall have
power without warrant or other process, to in-
spect, at any reasonable time, catch returns,
statistical records, or other reports as are re-
quired by regulations adopted pursuant to this
chapter to be made, kept, or furnished.

(Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, §7, 64 Stat. 778; Pub. L.
87-814, §3, Oct. 15, 1962, 76 Stat. 924.)

AMENDMENTS

1962—Pub. L. 87-814 substituted provisions respecting
inspection of returns, records, or other reports for pro-
visions authorizing a fine not exceeding $1,000 and pro-
ceedings for injunction against fishing for or possessing
the kind of fish covered by the convention for failure to
make, keep, furnish, or refusal to permit inspection of
returns, records, or reports or for furnishing a false re-
turn, record, or report.

§957. Violations; fines and forfeitures; applica-
tion of related laws

(a) Fishing violations

It shall be unlawful for any master or other
person in charge of a fishing vessel of the United
States to engage in fishing in violation of any
regulation adopted pursuant to section 955 of
this title or for any person knowingly to ship,
transport, purchase, sell, offer for sale, import,
export, or have in custody, possession, or con-
trol any fish taken or retained in violation of
such regulations.

(b) Failures to keep required records; failures to
stop upon being hailed; refusals to permit in-
spections

It shall be unlawful for the master or any per-
son in charge of any fishing vessel of the United
States or any person on board such vessel to fail
to make, keep, or furnish any catch returns, sta-
tistical records, or other reports as are required
by regulations adopted pursuant to this chapter
to be made, kept, or furnished; or to fail to stop
upon being hailed by a duly authorized official
of the United States; or to refuse to permit the
duly authorized officials of the United States or
authorized officials of the commissions to board
such vessel or inspect its catch, equipment,
books, documents, records, or other articles or
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question the persons on board in accordance
with the provisions of this chapter, or the con-
vention, as the case may be.

(c) Import violations

It shall be unlawful for any person to import,
in violation of any regulation adopted pursuant
to section 955 of this title, from any country,
any fish in any form of those species subject to
regulation pursuant to a recommendation of the
commission, or any tuna in any form not under
regulation but under investigation by the com-
mission, during the period such fish have been
denied entry in accordance with the provisions
of section 955 of this title. In the case of any fish
as described in this subsection offered for entry
into the United States, the Secretary of Com-
merce shall require proof satisfactory to him
that such fish is not ineligible for such entry
under the terms of section 955 of this title.

(d) Fines for subsection (a) violations

Any person violating any provisions of sub-
section (a) of this section shall be fined not
more than $25,000, and for a subsequent violation
of any provisions of said subsection (a) shall be
fined not more than $50,000.

(e) Fines for subsection (b) violations

Any person violating any provision of sub-
section (b) of this section shall be fined not
more than $1,000, and for a subsequent violation
of any provision of subsection (b) shall be fined
not more than $5,000.

(f) Fines for subsection (c) violations

Any person violating any provision of sub-
section (c¢) of this section shall be fined not more
than $100,000.

(g) Forfeitures

All fish taken or retained in violation of sub-
section (a) of this section, or the monetary
value thereof, may be forfeited.

(h) Application of related laws

All provisions of law relating to the seizure,
judicial forfeiture, and condemnation of a cargo
for violation of the customs laws, the disposi-
tion of such cargo or the proceeds from the sale
thereof, and the remission or mitigation of such
forfeitures shall apply to seizures and forfeitures
incurred, or alleged to have been incurred, under
the provisions of this chapter, insofar as such
provisions of law are applicable and not incon-
sistent with the provisions of this chapter.

(i) Additional prohibitions and enforcement

For prohibitions relating to this chapter and
enforcement of this chapter, see section 1826g of
this title.

(Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, §8, 64 Stat. 779; Pub. L.
87-814, §4, Oct. 15, 1962, 76 Stat. 924; 1970 Reorg.
Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat.
2090; Pub. L. 114-81, title II, §207, Nov. 5, 2015, 129
Stat. 663.)

AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsecs. (a), (c¢). Pub. L. 114-81, §207(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 955 of this title” for ‘‘section 955(c) of
this title”” wherever appearing.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 114-81, §207(2), added subsec. (i).

1962—Pub. L. 87-814 substituted provisions respecting
violations, fines, and forfeitures, and application of re-



§958

lated laws for provisions respecting enforcement of
chapter.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Transfer of functions to Secretary of Commerce from
Secretary of the Interior by Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970,
see note set out under section 955 of this title.

§958. Cooperation with other agencies

(a) Coordination of programs

In order to provide coordination between the
general annual programs of the commissions
and programs of other agencies, relating to the
exploration, development, and conservation of
fishery resources, the Secretary of State may
recommend to the United States Commissioners
that they consider the relationship of the com-
missions’ programs to those of such agencies
and when necessary arrange, with the concur-
rence of such agencies, for mutual cooperation
between the commissions and such agencies for
carrying out their respective programs.

(b) Scientific and other programs; facilities and
personnel

All agencies of the Federal Government are
authorized on request of the commissions to co-
operate in the conduct of scientific and other
programs, or to furnish facilities and personnel
for the purpose of assisting the commissions in
the performance of their duties.

(c) Facilities and personnel to non-Federal agen-
cies

The commissions are authorized and empow-
ered to supply facilities and personnel to exist-
ing non-Federal agencies to expedite research
work which in the judgment of the commissions
is contributing or will contribute directly to the
purposes of the conventions.

(Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, §9, 64 Stat. 779.)
§959. Enforcement

For enforcement of this chapter, see section
1826g of this title.

(Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, §10, 64 Stat. 779; Pub. L.
87-814, §5, Oct. 15, 1962, 76 Stat. 925; Pub. L.
90-578, title IV, §402(b)(2), Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat.
1118; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35
F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090; Pub. L. 101-650, title III,
§321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5117; Pub. L. 114-81,
title II, §208, Nov. 5, 2015, 129 Stat. 663.)

AMENDMENTS

2015—Pub. L. 114-81 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section related to procedures to enforce
this chapter.

1962—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 87-814 substituted provi-
sions for issuance of process for provisions respecting
arrest and execution of process, incorporated in sub-
secs. (¢) and (d)(1) of this section.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 87-814 substituted provisions re-
specting Federal law enforcement agents for provisions
relating to inspections, incorporated in section 956 of
this title.

Subsec. (¢c). Pub. L. 87-814 substituted provisions for
execution of process, formerly incorporated in subsec.
(a), for provisions respecting the functioning of officers
and law enforcement officers, incorporated in subsec.
(b) of this section.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 87-814 incorporated provisions of
former subsec. (a) in par. (1) and added par. (2).

TITLE 16—CONSERVATION

Page 1438

Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 87-814 added subsecs. (e) and
(f).

§960. Commissions’ functions not restrained by
this chapter or State laws

None of the prohibitions contained in this
chapter or in the laws and regulations of the
States shall prevent the commissions from con-
ducting or authorizing the conduct of fishing op-
erations and biological experiments at any time
for the purpose of scientific investigations as
authorized by the conventions, or shall prevent
the commissions from discharging any of its or
their functions or duties prescribed by the con-
ventions.

(Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, §11, 64 Stat. 779.)
§961. Authorization of appropriations

There is hereby authorized to be appropriated
from time to time, out of any moneys in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such sums
as may be necessary to carry out the provisions
of each convention and of this chapter, includ-
ing—

(a) contributions to each commission for the
United States share of any joint expenses of
the commission and the expenses of the United
States Commissioners and their staff, includ-
ing personal services in the District of Colum-
bia and elsewhere;

(b) travel expenses without regard to the
Standardized Government Travel Regulations,
as amended, subchapter I of chapter 57 of title
5, or section 5731(a) of title b5;

(c) printing and binding without regard to
section 501 of title 44 or section 6101 of title 41;

(d) stenographic and other services by con-
tract, if deemed necessary, without regard to
section 6101 of title 41; and

(e) purchase, hire, operation, maintenance,
and repair of aircraft, motor vehicles (includ-
ing passenger-carrying vehicles), boats and re-
search vessels.

(Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 907, §12, 64 Stat. 780.)
CODIFICATION

In subsec. (b), ‘‘subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
or section 5731(a) of title 5’ substituted for ‘‘the Travel
Expense Act of 1949, or section 10 of the Act of March
3, 1933 (U.S.C., title 5, sec. 73b)”’ on authority of Pub. L.
89-554, §7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first section
of which enacted Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

In subsec. (c), ‘“‘section 501 of title 44 or section 6101
of title 41 substituted for ‘‘section 11 of the Act of
March 1, 1919 (U.S.C., title 44, sec. 111), or section 3709
of the Revised Statutes (U.S.C., title 41, sec. 5)”’ on au-
thority of Pub. L. 90-620, §2(b), Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat.
1305, which Act enacted Title 44, Public Printing and
Documents, and Pub. L. 111-350, §6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124
Stat. 38564, which Act enacted Title 41, Public Con-
tracts.

In subsec. (d), ‘“‘section 6101 of title 41’ substituted
for ‘‘section 3709 of the Revised Statutes (U.S.C., title
41, sec. 5)”’ on authority of Pub. L. 111-350, §6(c), Jan.
4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3854, which Act enacted Title 41, Public
Contracts.

§962. Reduction of bycatch in eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean

The Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of Commerce and acting through
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