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lected by the Secretary upon receipt of certifi-
cation that the recipient will adhere to a spe-
cific and detailed plan of study and research ap-
proved by a graduate level institution of higher 
education. 

(e) Funding 

Of the amount available each fiscal year to 
carry out this chapter, the Secretary shall 
award 1 percent as Dr. Nancy Foster Scholar-
ships. 

(f) Scholarship repayment requirement 

The Secretary shall require an individual re-
ceiving a scholarship under this section to repay 
the full amount of the scholarship to the Sec-
retary if the Secretary determines that the indi-
vidual, in obtaining or using the scholarship, en-
gaged in fraudulent conduct or failed to comply 
with any term or condition of the scholarship. 

(g) Maritime archeology defined 

In this section the term ‘‘maritime archeol-
ogy’’ includes the curation, preservation, and 
display of maritime artifacts. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title III, § 318, as added Pub. L. 
106–513, § 18, Nov. 13, 2000, 114 Stat. 2392.) 

CODIFICATION 

For similar provisions relating to the Dr. Nancy Fos-
ter Scholarship Program, see section 1445c–1 of this 
title. 

§ 1445c–1. Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary of Commerce shall establish 
and administer through the National Ocean 
Service the Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Pro-
gram. Under the program, the Secretary shall 
award graduate education scholarships in ma-
rine biology, oceanography, or maritime archae-
ology, including the curation, preservation, and 
display of maritime artifacts, to be known as 
‘‘Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarships’’. 

(b) Purpose 

The purpose of the Dr. Nancy Foster Scholar-
ship Program is to recognize outstanding schol-
arship in marine biology, oceanography, or mar-
itime archaeology, particularly by women and 
members of minority groups, and encourage 
independent graduate level research in such 
fields of study. 

(c) Award 

Each Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship award— 
(1) shall be used to support a candidate’s 

graduate studies in marine biology, oceanog-
raphy, or maritime archaeology at a sponsor-
ing institution; and 

(2) shall be made available to individual can-
didates in accordance with guidelines issued 
by the Secretary. 

(d) Distribution of funds 

The amount of each Dr. Nancy Foster Scholar-
ship shall be provided directly to each recipient 
selected by the Secretary upon receipt of certifi-
cation that the recipient will adhere to a spe-
cific and detailed plan of study and research ap-
proved by the sponsoring institution. 

(e) Funding 

The Secretary shall make 1 percent of the 
amount appropriated each fiscal year to carry 

out the National Marine Sanctuaries Act [16 
U.S.C. 1431 et seq.] available for Dr. Nancy Fos-
ter Scholarships. 

(f) Scholarship repayment requirement 

Repayment of the award shall be made to the 
Secretary in the case of fraud or noncompliance. 

(Pub. L. 106–553, § 1(a)(2) [title II, § 210], Dec. 21, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2762, 2762A–79.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Marine Sanctuaries Act, referred to in 
subsec. (e), is title III of Pub. L. 92–532, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 
Stat. 1061, as amended, which is classified generally to 
this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
1431 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

For similar provisions relating to the Dr. Nancy Fos-
ter Scholarship Program, see section 1445c of this title. 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of 
Commerce and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2001, and also as part of the Departments of Commerce, 
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2001, and not as part of the Na-
tional Marine Sanctuaries Act which comprises this 
chapter. 

CHAPTER 32A—REGIONAL MARINE 
RESEARCH PROGRAMS 

Sec. 

1447. Purposes. 
1447a. Definitions. 
1447b. Regional Marine Research Boards. 
1447c. Regional research plans. 
1447d. Research grant program. 
1447e. Report on research program. 
1447f. Authorization of appropriations. 

§ 1447. Purposes 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish re-
gional research programs, under effective Fed-
eral oversight, to— 

(1) set priorities for regional marine and 
coastal research in support of efforts to safe-
guard the water quality and ecosystem health 
of each region; and 

(2) carry out such research through grants 
and improved coordination. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title IV, § 401, as added Pub. L. 
101–593, title III, § 301, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2963.) 

§ 1447a. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, the term— 
(1) ‘‘Board’’ means any Regional Marine Re-

search board 1 established pursuant to section 
1447b(a) of this title; 

(2) ‘‘Federal agency’’ means any department, 
agency, or other instrumentality of the Fed-
eral Government, including any independent 
agency or establishment of the Federal Gov-
ernment and any government corporation; 

(3) ‘‘local government’’ means any city, 
town, borough, county, parish, district, or 
other public body which is a political subdivi-
sion of a State and which is created pursuant 
to State law; 

(4) ‘‘marine and coastal waters’’ means estu-
aries, waters of the estuarine zone, including 
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wetlands, any other waters seaward of the his-
toric height of tidal influence, the territorial 
seas, the contiguous zone, and the ocean; 

(5) ‘‘nonprofit organization’’ means any or-
ganization, association, or institution de-
scribed in section 501(c)(3) of title 26 which is 
exempt from taxation pursuant to section 
501(a) of title 26; 

(6) ‘‘region’’ means 1 of the 9 regions de-
scribed in section 1447b(a) of this title; and 

(7) ‘‘State’’ means a State, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mari-
ana Islands. 

(Pub. L. 92–532, title IV, § 402, as added Pub. L. 
101–593, title III, § 301, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2963.) 

TERRITORIAL SEA AND CONTIGUOUS ZONE OF UNITED 
STATES 

For extension of territorial sea and contiguous zone 
of United States, see Proc. No. 5928 and Proc. No. 7219, 
respectively, set out as notes under section 1331 of Title 
43, Public Lands. 

§ 1447b. Regional Marine Research Boards 

(a) Establishment 

A Regional Marine Research board 1 shall be 
established for each of the following regions: 

(1) the Gulf of Maine region, comprised of 
the marine and coastal waters off the State of 
Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts 
(north of Cape Cod); 

(2) the greater New York bight region, com-
prised of the marine and coastal waters off the 
States of Massachusetts (south of Cape Cod), 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, and 
New Jersey, from Cape Cod to Cape May; 

(3) the mid-Atlantic region, comprised of the 
marine and coastal waters off the States of 
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
and North Carolina, from Cape May to Cape 
Fear; 

(4) the South Atlantic region, comprised of 
the marine and coastal waters off the States 
of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Florida, from Cape Fear to the Florida 
Keys, including the marine and coastal waters 
off Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin 
Islands; 

(5) the Gulf of Mexico region, comprised of 
the marine and coastal waters off the States 
of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
and Texas, along the Gulf coast from the Flor-
ida Keys to the Mexican border; 

(6) the California region, comprised of the 
marine and coastal waters off the State of 
California, from Point Reyes to the Mexican 
border; 

(7) the North Pacific region, comprised of 
the marine and coastal waters off the States 
of California, Oregon, and Washington, from 
Point Reyes to the Canadian border; 

(8) the Alaska region, comprised of the ma-
rine and coastal waters off the State of Alas-
ka; and 

(9) insular Pacific region, comprised of the 
marine and coastal waters off the State of Ha-

waii, Guam, American Samoa, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

The Great Lakes Research Office authorized 
under section 1268(d) of title 33 shall be respon-
sible for research in the Great Lakes region and 
shall be considered the Great Lakes counterpart 
to the research program established pursuant to 
this chapter. 

(b) Membership 

(1) Composition 

Each Board shall be comprised of 11 mem-
bers of which— 

(A) 3 members shall be appointed by the 
Administrator of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, including 1 
member who shall be a Sea Grant Program 
Director from a State within such region, 
who shall serve as chairman of the board; 1 

(B) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency; and 

(C) 6 members shall be appointed by Gov-
ernors of States located within the region. 

(2) Qualifications 

Each individual appointed as a member of a 
Board shall possess expertise, pertinent to the 
region concerned, in scientific research, coast-
al zone management, fishery management, 
water quality management, State and local 
government, or any other area which is di-
rectly relevant to the functions of the Board. 
A majority of the members of each Board shall 
be trained in a field of marine or aquatic 
science and shall be currently engaged in re-
search or research administration. 

(3) Terms 

Each appointed member of a Board shall 
serve for a term of 4 years. 

(4) Vacancies 

In the event of a vacancy, a replacement 
member shall be appointed in the same man-
ner and in accordance with the same require-
ments as the member being replaced and shall 
serve the remainder of the term of the re-
placed member. 

(5) Reimbursement of expenses 

Each appointed member of a Board may be 
paid actual travel expenses, and per diem in 
lieu of subsistence expenses when away from 
the member’s usual place of residence, in ac-
cordance with section 5703 of title 5, when en-
gaged in the actual performance of Board du-
ties. 

(c) Functions 

Each Board shall, in accordance with the pro-
visions of this chapter— 

(1) develop and submit to the Administrators 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration and the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency a marine research plan, including 
periodic amendments thereto, that meets the 
requirements of section 1447c of this title; 

(2) provide a forum for coordinating research 
among research institutions and agencies; 

(3) provide for review and comment on re-
search plans by affected users and interests, 
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