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§ 226. Bribery affecting port security 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Whoever knowingly— 
(1) directly or indirectly, corruptly gives, of-

fers, or promises anything of value to any pub-
lic or private person, with intent to commit 
international terrorism or domestic terrorism 
(as those terms are defined under section 2331), 
to— 

(A) influence any action or any person to 
commit or aid in committing, or collude in, 
or allow, any fraud, or make opportunity for 
the commission of any fraud affecting any 
secure or restricted area or seaport; or 

(B) induce any official or person to do or 
omit to do any act in violation of the lawful 
duty of such official or person that affects 
any secure or restricted area or seaport; or 

(2) directly or indirectly, corruptly demands, 
seeks, receives, accepts, or agrees to receive or 
accept anything of value personally or for any 
other person or entity in return for— 

(A) being influenced in the performance of 
any official act affecting any secure or re-
stricted area or seaport; and 

(B) knowing that such influence will be 
used to commit, or plan to commit, inter-
national or domestic terrorism, 

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than 15 years, or both. 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘se-
cure or restricted area’’ means an area of a ves-
sel or facility designated as secure in an ap-
proved security plan, as required under section 
70103 of title 46, United States Code, and the 
rules and regulations promulgated under that 
section. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–177, title III, § 309(a), Mar. 9, 
2006, 120 Stat. 241.) 

§ 227. Wrongfully influencing a private entity’s 
employment decisions by a Member of Con-
gress or an officer or employee of the legisla-
tive or executive branch 

(a) Whoever, being a covered government per-
son, with the intent to influence, solely on the 
basis of partisan political affiliation, an employ-
ment decision or employment practice of any 
private entity— 

(1) takes or withholds, or offers or threatens 
to take or withhold, an official act, or 

(2) influences, or offers or threatens to influ-
ence, the official act of another, 

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for 
not more than 15 years, or both, and may be dis-
qualified from holding any office of honor, trust, 
or profit under the United States. 

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘covered govern-
ment person’’ means— 

(1) a Senator or Representative in, or a Dele-
gate or Resident Commissioner to, the Con-
gress; 

(2) an employee of either House of Congress; 
or 

(3) the President, Vice President, an em-
ployee of the United States Postal Service or 
the Postal Regulatory Commission, or any 
other executive branch employee (as such 
term is defined under section 2105 of title 5, 
United States Code). 

(Added Pub. L. 110–81, title I, § 102(a), Sept. 14, 
2007, 121 Stat. 739; amended Pub. L. 112–105, 
§ 18(a), Apr. 4, 2012, 126 Stat. 304.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Pub. L. 112–105 inserted ‘‘or an officer or em-

ployee of the legislative or executive branch’’ after 

‘‘Congress’’ in section catchline, designated existing 

provisions as subsec. (a), substituted ‘‘a covered gov-

ernment person’’ for ‘‘a Senator or Representative in, 

or a Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, the Con-

gress or an employee of either House of Congress’’ in 

introductory provisions, and added subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 110–81, title I, § 105(b), Sept. 14, 2007, 121 Stat. 

741, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by section 

102 [enacting this section] shall take effect on the date 

of the enactment of this Act [Sept. 14, 2007].’’ 

CONSTRUCTION 

Pub. L. 110–81, title I, § 102(b), Sept. 14, 2007, 121 Stat. 

739, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in section 227 of title 18, 

United States Code, as added by this section, shall be 

construed to create any inference with respect to 

whether the activity described in section 227 of title 18, 

United States Code, was a criminal or civil offense be-

fore the enactment of this Act [Sept. 14, 2007], including 

under section 201(b), 201(c), any of sections 203 through 

209, or section 872, of title 18, United States Code.’’ 

CHAPTER 11A—CHILD SUPPORT 

Sec. 

228. Failure to pay legal child support obligations. 

§ 228. Failure to pay legal child support obliga-
tions 

(a) OFFENSE.—Any person who— 
(1) willfully fails to pay a support obligation 

with respect to a child who resides in another 
State, if such obligation has remained unpaid 
for a period longer than 1 year, or is greater 
than $5,000; 

(2) travels in interstate or foreign commerce 
with the intent to evade a support obligation, 
if such obligation has remained unpaid for a 
period longer than 1 year, or is greater than 
$5,000; or 

(3) willfully fails to pay a support obligation 
with respect to a child who resides in another 
State, if such obligation has remained unpaid 
for a period longer than 2 years, or is greater 
than $10,000; 

shall be punished as provided in subsection (c). 
(b) PRESUMPTION.—The existence of a support 

obligation that was in effect for the time period 
charged in the indictment or information cre-
ates a rebuttable presumption that the obligor 
has the ability to pay the support obligation for 
that time period. 

(c) PUNISHMENT.—The punishment for an of-
fense under this section is— 

(1) in the case of a first offense under sub-
section (a)(1), a fine under this title, imprison-
ment for not more than 6 months, or both; and 

(2) in the case of an offense under paragraph 
(2) or (3) of subsection (a), or a second or sub-
sequent offense under subsection (a)(1), a fine 
under this title, imprisonment for not more 
than 2 years, or both. 

(d) MANDATORY RESTITUTION.—Upon a convic-
tion under this section, the court shall order 
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