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fully and maliciously sets fire to or burns any
building, structure or vessel, any machinery or
building materials or supplies, military or naval
stores, munitions of war, or any structural aids
or appliances for navigation or shipping, or at-
tempts or conspires to do such an act, shall be
imprisoned for not more than 25 years, fined the
greater of the fine under this title or the cost of
repairing or replacing any property that is dam-
aged or destroyed, or both.

If the building be a dwelling or if the life of
any person be placed in jeopardy, he shall be
fined under this title or imprisoned for any term
of years or for life, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 688; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), (K), Sept. 13,
1994, 108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 104-132, title VII,
§708(b), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1296; Pub. L.
107-56, title VIII, §§810(a), 811(a), Oct. 26, 2001, 115
Stat. 380, 381.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§464, 465 (Mar. 4,
1909, ch. 321, §§285, 286, 35 Stat. 1144).

Sections were consolidated and rewritten both as to
form and substance and that part of each section relat-
ing to destruction of property by means other than
burning constitutes section 1363 of this title.

The words ‘“‘within the maritime and territorial juris-
diction of the United States’” were added to preserve
existing limitations of territorial applicability. (See
section 7 of this title and note thereunder.)

The phrase ‘‘any building, structure, or vessel, any
machinery or building materials and supplies, military
or naval stores, munitions of war or any structural aids
or appliances for navigation or shipping’’ was sub-
stituted for ‘‘any dwelling house, or any store, barn,
stable, or other building, parcel of a dwelling house’’, in
section 464 of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., and ‘‘any arsenal,
armory, magazine, rope walk, ship house, warehouse,
blockhouse, or barrack, or any storehouse, barn or sta-
ble, not parcel of a dwelling house, or any other build-
ing not mentioned in the section last preceding, or any
vessel, built, building, or undergoing repair, or any
lighthouse, or beacon, or any machinery, timber, ca-
bles, rigging, or other materials or appliances for build-
ing, repairing or fitting out vessels, or any pile of wood,
boards, or other lumber, or any military, naval or vict-
ualing stores, arms, or other munitions of war’’, in sec-
tion 465 of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed. The substituted
phrase is a concise and comprehensive description of
the things enumerated in both sections.

The punishment provisions are new and are grad-
uated with some regard to the gravity of the offense. It
was felt that a possible punishment of 20 years for
burning a wood pile or injuring or destroying an out-
building was disproportionate and not in harmony with
recent legislation.

AMENDMENTS

2001—Pub. L. 107-56, in first par., struck out ‘, or at-
tempts to set fire to or burn” after ‘‘maliciously sets
fire to or burns’ and inserted ‘‘or attempts or conspires
to do such an act,” before ‘‘shall be imprisoned” and,
in second par., substituted ‘‘for any term of years or for
life”’ for ‘“not more than twenty years’’.

1996—Pub. L. 104-132, in first par., substituted ‘“‘im-
prisoned for not more than 25 years, fined the greater
of the fine under this title or the cost of repairing or
replacing any property that is damaged or destroyed,
or both” for ‘‘fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than five years, or both”’.

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000” in first par. and
for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000"’ in second par.
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AMENDMENTS

2008—Pub. L. 110-177, title II, §202(b), Jan. 7, 2008, 121
Stat. 25637, added item 119.

2007—Pub. L. 109-472, §4(b), Jan. 11, 2007, 120 Stat.
3555, added item 118.

1996—Pub. L. 104-208, div. C, title VI, §645(b)(2), Sept.
30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-709, added item 116.

1984—Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1008(b), Oct. 12, 1984, 98
Stat. 2140, added item 115.

1976—Pub. L. 94-467, §6, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 2000, sub-
stituted ‘‘official guests, and internationally protected
persons”’ for ‘‘and official guests’ in item 112.

1972—Pub. L. 92-539, title III, §302, Oct. 24, 1972, 86
Stat. 1073, substituted ‘‘Protection of foreign officials
and official guests’ for ‘‘Assaulting certain foreign dip-
lomatic and other official personnel” in item 112.

1964—Pub. L. 88493, §2, Aug. 27, 1964, 78 Stat. 610, sub-
stituted ‘‘certain foreign diplomatic and other official
personnel” for ‘“‘public minister’ in item 112.

§111. Assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain
officers or employees

(a) IN GENERAL.—Whoever—

(1) forcibly assaults, resists, opposes, im-
pedes, intimidates, or interferes with any per-
son designated in section 1114 of this title
while engaged in or on account of the perform-
ance of official duties; or

(2) forcibly assaults or intimidates any per-
son who formerly served as a person des-
ignated in section 1114 on account of the per-
formance of official duties during such per-
son’s term of service,

shall, where the acts in violation of this section
constitute only simple assault, be fined under
this title or imprisoned not more than one year,
or both, and where such acts involve physical
contact with the victim of that assault or the
intent to commit another felony, be fined under
this title or imprisoned not more than 8 years,
or both.

(b) ENHANCED PENALTY.—Whoever, in the com-
mission of any acts described in subsection (a),
uses a deadly or dangerous weapon (including a
weapon intended to cause death or danger but
that fails to do so by reason of a defective com-
ponent) or inflicts bodily injury, shall be fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than 20
years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 688; Pub. L.
100-690, title VI, §6487(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat.

1Editorially supplied. Section 117 added by Pub. L. 109-162

without corresponding amendment of chapter analysis.
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