§1506

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-435 effective Sept. 30, 1976,
see section 106 of Pub. L. 94-435, set out as a note under
section 1311 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade.

§1506. Theft or alteration of record or process;
false bail

Whoever feloniously steals, takes away, alters,
falsifies, or otherwise avoids any record, writ,
process, or other proceeding, in any court of the
United States, whereby any judgment is re-
versed, made void, or does not take effect; or

Whoever acknowledges, or procures to be ac-
knowledged in any such court, any recog-
nizance, bail, or judgment, in the name of any
other person not privy or consenting to the
same—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 770; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §233 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §127, 35 Stat. 1111).

The term of imprisonment was reduced from 7 to 5
years, to conform the punishment with like ones for
similar offenses. (See section 1503 of this title.)

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title”” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’ in last par.

§1507. Picketing or parading

Whoever, with the intent of interfering with,
obstructing, or impeding the administration of
justice, or with the intent of influencing any
judge, juror, witness, or court officer, in the dis-
charge of his duty, pickets or parades in or near
a building housing a court of the United States,
or in or near a building or residence occupied or
used by such judge, juror, witness, or court offi-
cer, or with such intent uses any sound-truck or
similar device or resorts to any other dem-
onstration in or near any such building or resi-
dence, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than one year, or both.

Nothing in this section shall interfere with or
prevent the exercise by any court of the United
States of its power to punish for contempt.

(Added Sept. 23, 1950, ch. 1024, title I, §31(a), 64
Stat. 1018; amended Pub. L. 103-322, title XXXIII,
§330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147.)

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for “‘fined not more than $5,000’" in first par.

§1508. Recording, listening to, or observing pro-
ceedings of grand or petit juries while delib-
erating or voting

Whoever knowingly and willfully,
means or device whatsoever—

(a) records, or attempts to record, the pro-
ceedings of any grand or petit jury in any
court of the United States while such jury is
deliberating or voting; or

(b) listens to or observes, or attempts to lis-
ten to or observe, the proceedings of any grand
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or petit jury of which he is not a member in
any court of the United States while such jury
is deliberating or voting—

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than one year, or both.

Nothing in paragraph (a) of this section shall
be construed to prohibit the taking of notes by
a grand or petit juror in any court of the United
States in connection with and solely for the pur-
pose of assisting him in the performance of his
duties as such juror.

(Added Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 879, §1, 70 Stat. 935;
amended Pub. L. 103-322, title XXXIII,
§330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147; Pub.
L. 104-294, title VI, §601(f)(13), Oct. 11, 1996, 110
Stat. 3500.)

AMENDMENTS

1996—Pub. L. 104-294 realigned margins for provisions
beginning ‘‘shall be fined” and ending ‘‘one year, or
both.”

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000”’ in par. following
par. (b).

§ 1509. Obstruction of court orders

Whoever, by threats or force, willfully pre-
vents, obstructs, impedes, or interferes with, or
willfully attempts to prevent, obstruct, impede,
or interfere with, the due exercise of rights or
the performance of duties under any order, judg-
ment, or decree of a court of the United States,
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than one year, or both.

No injunctive or other civil relief against the
conduct made criminal by this section shall be
denied on the ground that such conduct is a
crime.

(Added Pub. L. 86-449, title I, §101, May 6, 1960,
74 Stat. 86; amended Pub. L. 103-322, title
XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat.
2147.)

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000”’ in first par.

§ 1510. Obstruction of criminal investigations

(a) Whoever willfully endeavors by means of
bribery to obstruct, delay, or prevent the com-
munication of information relating to a viola-
tion of any criminal statute of the United
States by any person to a criminal investigator
shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned not
more than five years, or both.

(b)(1) Whoever, being an officer of a financial
institution, with the intent to obstruct a judi-
cial proceeding, directly or indirectly notifies
any other person about the existence or con-
tents of a subpoena for records of that financial
institution, or information that has been fur-
nished in response to that subpoena, shall be
fined under this title or imprisoned not more
than 5 years, or both.

(2) Whoever, being an officer of a financial in-
stitution, directly or indirectly notifies—

(A) a customer of that financial institution
whose records are sought by a subpoena for
records; or

(B) any other person named in that sub-
poena;



Page 367

about the existence or contents of that subpoena
or information that has been furnished in re-
sponse to that subpoena, shall be fined under
this title or imprisoned not more than one year,
or both.

(3) As used in this subsection—

(A) the term ‘‘an officer of a financial insti-
tution” means an officer, director, partner,
employee, agent, or attorney of or for a finan-
cial institution; and

(B) the term ‘‘subpoena for records’ means a
Federal grand jury subpoena or a Department
of Justice subpoena (issued under section 3486
of title 18), for customer records that has been
served relating to a violation of, or a conspir-
acy to violate—

(i) section 215, 656, 657, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1014,

1344, 1956, 1957, or chapter 53 of title 31; or

(ii) section 1341 or 1343 affecting a financial
institution.

(c) As used in this section, the term ‘‘criminal
investigator’” means any individual duly author-
ized by a department, agency, or armed force of
the United States to conduct or engage in inves-
tigations of or prosecutions for violations of the
criminal laws of the United States.

(d)(1) Whoever—

(A) acting as, or being, an officer, director,
agent or employee of a person engaged in the
business of insurance whose activities affect
interstate commerce, or

(B) is engaged in the business of insurance
whose activities affect interstate commerce or
is involved (other than as an insured or bene-
ficiary under a policy of insurance) in a trans-
action relating to the conduct of affairs of
such a business,

with intent to obstruct a judicial proceeding, di-
rectly or indirectly notifies any other person
about the existence or contents of a subpoena
for records of that person engaged in such busi-
ness or information that has been furnished to a
Federal grand jury in response to that subpoena,
shall be fined as provided by this title or impris-
oned not more than 5 years, or both.

(2) As used in paragraph (1), the term ‘‘sub-
poena for records’” means a Federal grand jury
subpoena for records that has been served relat-
ing to a violation of, or a conspiracy to violate,
section 1033 of this title.

(e) Whoever, having been notified of the appli-
cable disclosure prohibitions or confidentiality
requirements of section 2709(c)(1) of this title,
section 626(d)(1) or 627(c)(1) of the Fair Credit
Reporting Act (156 TU.S.C. 168lu(d)(1) or
1681v(c)(1)), section 1114(a)(3)(A) or
1114(a)(5)(D)(i) of the Right to Financial Privacy
Actl (12 U.S.C. 3414(a)(3)(A) or 3414(a)(5)(D)(1)),
or section 802(b)(1) of the National Security Act
of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 436(b)(1)),2 knowingly and with
the intent to obstruct an investigation or judi-
cial proceeding violates such prohibitions or re-
quirements applicable by law to such person
shall be imprisoned for not more than five years,
fined under this title, or both.

(Added Pub. L. 90-123, §1(a), Nov. 3, 1967, 81 Stat.
362; amended Pub. L. 97-291, §4(e), Oct. 12, 1982,

180 in original. Probably should be followed by ‘‘of 1978"".
2See References in Text note below.
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96 Stat. 1253; Pub. L. 101-73, title IX, §962(c),
Aug. 9, 1989, 103 Stat. 502; Pub. L. 102-550, title
XV, §1528, Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4065; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXII, §320604(c), title XXXIII,
§330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2119, 2147;
Pub. L. 104-191, title II, §248(c), Aug. 21, 1996, 110
Stat. 2020; Pub. L. 109-177, title I, §117, Mar. 9,
2006, 120 Stat. 217; Pub. L. 111-148, title X,
§10606(d)(1), Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat. 1008.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Security Act of 1947, referred to in sub-
sec. (e), is act July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 61 Stat. 495, which
was formerly classified principally to chapter 15 (§401
et seq.) of Title 50, War and National Defense, prior to
editorial reclassification in chapter 44 (§3001 et seq.) of
Title 50. Section 802 of this Act is now classified to sec-
tion 3162 of Title 50. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2010—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 111-148, §10606(d)(1)(A),
struck out ‘‘to the grand jury’” after ‘has been fur-
nished”.

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111-148, §10606(d)(1)(B)(ii),
struck out ‘‘to the grand jury” after ‘has been fur-
nished” in concluding provisions.

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 111-148, §10606(d)(1)(B)(1),
substituted ‘‘subpoena for records’ for ‘‘grand jury sub-
poena’’.

2006—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109-177 added subsec. (e).

1996—Subsec. (b)(3)(B). Pub. L. 104-191 which directed
the insertion of ‘‘or a Department of Justice subpoena
(issued under section 3486 of title 18),” after ‘‘sub-
poena’’, was executed by making the insertion after
‘‘subpoena’ the second place it appeared to reflect the
probable intent of Congress.

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-322, §330016(1)(K), sub-
stituted ‘‘fined under this title” for ‘‘fined not more
than $5,000"".

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103-322, §320604(c), added subsec.
(d).

1992—Subsec. (b)(3)(B)(1). Pub. L. 102-550 substituted
41344, 1956, 1957, or chapter 53 of title 31" for ‘‘or 1344".

1989—Subsecs. (b), (¢). Pub. L. 101-73 added subsec. (b)
and redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c).

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-291 struck out
‘., misrepresentation, intimidation, or force or threats
thereof” after ‘‘bribery’’, and struck out provision ap-
plying the penalties provided by this subsection to
whoever injured any person in his person or property
on account of the giving by such person or any other
person of any information relating to a violation of any
criminal statute of the United States to any criminal
investigator.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-291 effective Oct. 12, 1982,
see section 9(a) of Pub. L. 97-291, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 1512 of this title.

§1511. Obstruction of State or local law enforce-
ment

(a) It shall be unlawful for two or more per-
sons to conspire to obstruct the enforcement of
the criminal laws of a State or political subdivi-
sion thereof, with the intent to facilitate an ille-
gal gambling business if—

(1) one or more of such persons does any act
to effect the object of such a conspiracy;

(2) one or more of such persons is an official
or employee, elected, appointed, or otherwise,
of such State or political subdivision; and

(3) one or more of such persons conducts, fi-
nances, manages, supervises, directs, or owns
all or part of an illegal gambling business.
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