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Sec. 

6320. Purchase of office equipment or furnishings 

by Senators. 

SUBCHAPTER I—MEMBER PAY 

§ 6301. Senators’ salaries 

Senators elected, whose term of office begins 
on the 3d day of January, and whose credentials 
in due form of law shall have been presented in 
the Senate, may receive their compensation 
from the beginning of their term. 

(June 19, 1934, ch. 648, title I, § 1, 48 Stat. 1022; 
Pub. L. 97–51, § 112(b)(2), Oct. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 963.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 33 of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–51 struck out ‘‘monthly’’ after ‘‘may 

receive their compensation’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 97–51, § 112(e), Oct. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 963, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The amendments and repeals made by this 

section [enacting section 5303 of this title and amend-

ing this section and sections 5306 and 4591 of this title] 

shall be effective in the case of compensation payable 

for months after December 1981.’’ 

§ 6302. Salaries of Senators 

Salaries of Senators appointed to fill vacan-
cies in the Senate shall commence on the day of 
their appointment and continue until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified: Provided, That 
when Senators have been elected during a sine 
die adjournment of the Senate to succeed ap-
pointees, the salaries of Senators so elected 
shall commence on the day following their elec-
tion. 

Salaries of Senators elected during a session 
to succeed appointees shall commence on the 
day they qualify: Provided, That when Senators 
have been elected during a session to succeed ap-
pointees, but have not qualified, the salaries of 
Senators so elected shall commence on the day 
following the sine die adjournment of the Sen-
ate. 

When no appointments have been made the 
salaries of Senators elected to fill such vacan-
cies shall commence on the day following their 
election. 

(Feb. 10, 1923, ch. 68, 42 Stat. 1225; Feb. 6, 1931, 
ch. 111, 46 Stat. 1065; June 19, 1934, ch. 648, title 
I, § 1, 48 Stat. 1022; Feb. 13, 1935, ch. 6, § 1, 49 Stat. 
22, 23.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 36 of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior similar provisions were contained in act July 

31, 1894, ch. 174, 28 Stat. 162. 

R.S. § 51. 

AMENDMENTS 

1935—Act Feb. 13, 1935, inserted proviso as to com-

mencement of salaries of Senators elected during a sine 

die adjournment on day following their election and 

provision as to commencement of salaries of Senators 

elected during a session to succeed appointees on day 

they qualify but that upon failure to qualify their sala-

ries are to commence on day following sine die adjourn-

ment of Senate and struck out provision that salaries 

of Senators elected to fill vacancies are to commence 

on day they qualify. 

1934—Act June 19, 1934, made nonsubstantive changes 

in grammar and punctuation. 

1931—Act Feb. 6, 1931, made nonsubstantive changes 

in grammar and punctuation and struck out ‘‘to fill 

such vacancies’’ after ‘‘When no appointments have 

been made’’. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 

The first section of amendment XX to the Constitu-

tion provides in part: ‘‘* * * the terms of Senators and 

Representatives [shall end] at noon on the 3d day of 

January, of the years in which such terms would have 

ended if this article had not been ratified; and the 

terms of their successors shall then begin.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER II—EMPLOYEES, EXPENSES, 
AND ALLOWANCES 

§ 6311. Organizational expenses of Senator-elect 

(a) Appointment of employees by Secretary of 
Senate to assist; termination of employment 

Upon the recommendation of a Senator-elect 
(other than an incumbent Senator or a Senator 
elected to fill a vacancy), the Secretary of the 
Senate shall appoint two employees to assist 
such Senator-elect. Any employee so appointed 
shall serve through the day before the date on 
which the Senator-elect recommending his ap-
pointment commences his service as a Senator, 
except that his employment may be terminated 
before such day upon recommendation of such 
Senator-elect. 

(b) Payment of salaries of appointed employees; 
funding; maximum amount 

(1) Salaries of employees appointed under sub-
section (a) shall be paid from the appropriation 
for ‘‘Administrative, Clerical, and Legislative 
Assistance to Senators’’. 

(2) Salaries paid to employees appointed upon 
recommendation of a Senator-elect under sub-
section (a) shall be charged against the amount 
of compensation which may be paid to employ-
ees in his office under section 4575(d) of this title 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘clerk-hire allow-
ance’’), for the fiscal year in which his service as 
a Senator commences. The total amount of sala-
ries paid to employees so appointed upon recom-
mendation of a Senator-elect shall be charged 
against his clerk-hire allowance for each month 
in such fiscal year beginning with the month in 
which his service as a Senator commences (until 
the total amount has been charged) by which-
ever of the following amounts is greater: (1) one- 
ninth of the amount of salaries so paid, or (2) 
the amount by which the aggregate amount of 
his clerk-hire allowance which may be paid as of 
the close of such month under section 
4575(d)(1)(B) of this title exceeds the aggregate 
amount of his clerk-hire allowance actually paid 
as of the close of such month. 
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