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(v) coordinate efforts by participating agencies to 
provide appropriate support and assistance to hostages 
and their families in a coordinated and consistent man-
ner and to provide families with timely information re-
garding significant events in their cases; 

(vi) make recommendations to agencies in order to 
reduce the likelihood of U.S. nationals being taken hos-
tage abroad and enhance United States Government 
preparation to maximize the probability of a favorable 
outcome following a hostage-taking; and 

(vii) coordinate with agencies regarding congres-
sional, media, and other public inquiries pertaining to 
hostage events. 

SEC. 3. Establishment of the Hostage Response Group. (a) 
There shall be a Hostage Response Group (HRG) 
chaired by the Special Assistant to the President and 
Senior Director for Counterterrorism, to be convened 
on a regular basis and as needed at the request of the 
National Security Council to further the safe recovery 
of U.S. nationals held abroad. The HRG may also be 
tasked with coordinating the United States Govern-
ment response to other hostage-takings occurring 
abroad in which the United States has a national inter-
est, as specifically referred to the HRFC by the Depu-
ties Committee. 

(b) The regular members of the HRG shall include the 
Director of the HRFC, the HRFC’s Family Engagement 
Coordinator, and senior representatives from the De-
partment of State, Department of the Treasury, De-
partment of Defense, Department of Justice, FBI, Of-
fice of the Director of National Intelligence, and other 
agencies as the President, from time to time, may des-
ignate. 

(c) The HRG, in support of the Deputies Committee 
chaired by the Assistant to the President for Homeland 
Security and Counterterrorism, and consistent with 
the process outlined in Presidential Policy Directive 1 
or any successor, shall: 

(i) identify and recommend hostage recovery options 
and strategies to the President through the National 
Security Council, as consistent with Presidential Pol-
icy Directive 30 of June 24, 2015 (U.S. Nationals Taken 
Hostage Abroad and Personnel Recovery Efforts); 

(ii) coordinate the development and implementation 
of U.S. hostage recovery policies, strategies, and proce-
dures, consistent with the policies set forth in Presi-
dential Policy Directive 30; 

(iii) receive regular updates from the HRFC on the 
status of U.S. nationals being held hostage abroad and 
measures being taken to effect the hostages’ safe recov-
ery; 

(iv) coordinate the provision of policy guidance to the 
HRFC, including reviewing recovery options proposed 
by the HRFC and working to resolve disputes within 
the HRFC; and 

(v) where higher-level guidance is required, make rec-
ommendations to the Deputies Committee. 

SEC. 4. Establishment of the Special Presidential Envoy 

for Hostage Affairs. (a) There shall be a Special Presi-
dential Envoy for Hostage Affairs (Special Envoy), ap-
pointed by the President, who shall report to the Sec-
retary of State. 

(b) The Special Envoy shall: 
(i) lead diplomatic engagement on U.S. hostage pol-

icy; 
(ii) coordinate all diplomatic engagements in support 

of hostage recovery efforts, in coordination with the 
HRFC and consistent with policy guidance commu-
nicated through the HRG; 

(iii) coordinate with the HRFC proposals for diplo-
matic engagements and strategy in support of hostage 
recovery efforts; 

(iv) provide senior representation from the Special 
Envoy’s office to the HRFC and in the HRG; and 

(v) in coordination with the HRFC as appropriate, 
coordinate diplomatic engagements regarding cases in 
which a foreign government confirms that it has de-
tained a U.S. national but the United States Govern-
ment regards such detention as unlawful or wrongful. 

SEC. 5. Reporting. (a) Within 180 days of the date of 
this order, the HRG shall provide a status report to the 

Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism on the establishment of the HRFC 
and its implementation of policy guidance commu-
nicated through the HRG. 

(b) Within 1 year of the date of this order, the Direc-
tor of the National Counterterrorism Center, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, Secretary of De-
fense, Attorney General, and Director of the FBI, shall 
provide a status report to the Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism on 
the implementation of this order. That report shall be 
informed by consultation with stakeholders outside of 
the United States Government, including former hos-
tages and hostages’ families, and shall, to the extent 
possible, be made available to the public. 

SEC. 6. Definition. For purposes of this order, the term 
‘‘U.S. national’’ means: (a) a U.S. national as defined in 
either 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(22) or 8 U.S.C. 1408; or (b) a lawful 
permanent resident alien with significant ties to the 
United States. 

SEC. 7. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be im-
plemented consistent with applicable law and subject 
to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair 
or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law, regulation, Execu-
tive Order, or Presidential Directive to any executive 
department, agency, or head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

§ 1731. Protection to naturalized citizens abroad 

All naturalized citizens of the United States 
while in foreign countries are entitled to and 
shall receive from this Government the same 
protection of persons and property which is ac-
corded to native-born citizens. 

(R.S. § 2000.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2000 derived from Act July 27, 1868, ch. 249, § 2, 
15 Stat. 224. 

Section was formerly classified to section 903a of 
Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. 

EQUITABLE TREATMENT BY UNITED STATES OF ITS 
CITIZENS LIVING ABROAD 

Pub. L. 95–426, title VI, § 611, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 989, 
as amended by Pub. L. 96–60, title IV, § 407, Aug. 15, 1979, 
93 Stat. 405; Pub. L. 97–241, title V, § 505(a)(2), (b)(1), 
Aug. 24, 1982, 96 Stat. 299, provided that: ‘‘The Congress 
finds that— 

‘‘(1) United States citizens living abroad should be 
provided fair and equitable treatment by the United 
States Government with regard to taxation, citizen-
ship of progeny, veterans’ benefits, voting rights, So-
cial Security benefits, and other obligations, rights, 
and benefits; and 

‘‘(2) United States statutes and regulations should 
be designed so as not to create competitive disadvan-
tage for individual American citizens living abroad or 
working in international markets.’’ 

§ 1732. Release of citizens imprisoned by foreign 
governments 

Whenever it is made known to the President 
that any citizen of the United States has been 
unjustly deprived of his liberty by or under the 
authority of any foreign government, it shall be 
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1 So in original. The word ‘‘this’’ probably should not appear. 

the duty of the President forthwith to demand 
of that government the reasons of such impris-
onment; and if it appears to be wrongful and in 
violation of the rights of American citizenship, 
the President shall forthwith demand the re-
lease of such citizen, and if the release so de-
manded is unreasonably delayed or refused, the 
President shall use such means, not amounting 
to acts of war and not otherwise prohibited by 
law, as he may think necessary and proper to 
obtain or effectuate the release; and all the facts 
and proceedings relative thereto shall as soon as 
practicable be communicated by the President 
to Congress. 

(R.S. § 2001; Pub. L. 101–222, § 9, Dec. 12, 1989, 103 
Stat. 1900.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2001 derived from act July 27, 1868, ch. 249, § 3, 
15 Stat. 224. 

Section was formerly classified to section 903b of 
Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–222 inserted ‘‘and not otherwise pro-
hibited by law’’ after ‘‘acts of war’’. 

RELEASE OF AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 

For Executive Order provisions relating to the re-
lease of the American hostages in Iran, see Ex. Ord. 
Nos. 12276 to 12285, Jan. 19, 1981, 46 F.R. 7913 to 7932, list-
ed in a table under section 1701 of Title 50, War and Na-
tional Defense. 

§ 1733. Interagency Hostage Recovery Coordina-
tor 

(a) Interagency Hostage Recovery Coordinator 

(1) In general 

Not later than 60 days after November 25, 
2015, the President shall designate an existing 
Federal official to coordinate efforts to secure 
the release of United States persons who are 
hostages held abroad. For purposes of carrying 
out the duties described in paragraph (2), such 
official shall have the title of ‘‘Interagency 
Hostage Recovery Coordinator’’. 

(2) Duties 

The Coordinator shall have the following du-
ties: 

(A) Coordinate activities of the Federal 
Government relating to each hostage situa-
tion described in paragraph (1) to ensure ef-
forts to secure the release of hostages are 
properly resourced and correct lines of au-
thority are established and maintained. 

(B) Chair a fusion cell consisting of appro-
priate personnel of the Federal Government 
with purview over each hostage situation de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

(C) Ensure sufficient representation of 
each Federal agency and department at each 
fusion cell established under subparagraph 
(B) and issue procedures for adjudication and 
appeal. 

(D) Develop processes and procedures to 
keep family members of hostages described 
in paragraph (1) informed of the status of 
such hostages, inform such family members 
of updates that do not compromise the na-
tional security of the United States, and 

coordinate with the Federal Government’s 
family engagement coordinator or other des-
ignated senior representative. 

(b) Quarterly report and briefing 

(1) Report 

(A) In general 

On a quarterly basis, the Coordinator shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees a report that includes a sum-
mary of each hostage situation described in 
subsection (a)(1). 

(B) Form of report 

Each report under this 1 subparagraph (A) 
may be submitted in classified or unclassi-
fied form. 

(2) Briefing 

On a quarterly basis, the Coordinator shall 
provide to the Senators representing the 
State, and the Member, Delegate, or Resident 
Commissioner of the House of Representatives 
representing the district, where a hostage de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1) resides a briefing 
with respect to the status of such hostage. 

(3) Appropriate congressional committees de-
fined 

In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate con-
gressional committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on the Judiciary, the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence, and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on the Judiciary, the Select 
Committee on Intelligence, and the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title X, § 1092, Nov. 25, 
2015, 129 Stat. 1018.) 

CHAPTER 24—MUTUAL SECURITY PROGRAM 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

1750 to 1753a. Repealed. 
1754. Foreign currencies. 
1755 to 1782. Repealed or Omitted. 
1783. Coordination with foreign policy. 
1784 to 1795. Repealed. 
1796. Participation in Joint Commission on Rural 

Reconstruction in China. 
1797. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER II—MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

1811 to 1834. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 

PART A—DEFENSE SUPPORT 

1841 to 1852. Repealed. 
1853. Assistance to Yugoslavia. 
1854. Repealed. 

PART B—DEVELOPMENT LOAN FUND 

1870 to 1876. Repealed. 

PART C—TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

1891 to 1896. Repealed. 
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