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(b) Information on international criminals 

(1) Information system 

The Secretary shall, in consultation with 
the heads of appropriate United States law en-
forcement agencies, including the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of the Treasury, 
take appropriate actions to establish an infor-
mation system or improve existing informa-
tion systems containing comprehensive infor-
mation on serious crimes committed by for-
eign nationals. The information system shall 
be available to United States embassies and 
missions abroad for use in consideration of ap-
plications for visas for entry into the United 
States. 

(2) Report 

Not later than 180 days after October 21, 1998, 
the Secretary shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report on the ac-
tions taken under paragraph (1). 

(c) Overseas coordination of counterdrug and 
anticrime programs, policy, and assistance 

(1) Strengthening coordination 

The responsibilities of every diplomatic mis-
sion of the United States shall include the 
strengthening of cooperation between and 
among the United States and foreign govern-
mental entities and multilateral entities with 
respect to activities relating to international 
narcotics and crime. 

(2) Designation of officers 

(A) In general 

Consistent with existing memoranda of 
understanding between the Department of 
State and other departments and agencies of 
the United States, including the Department 
of Justice, the chief of mission of every dip-
lomatic mission of the United States shall 
designate an officer or officers within the 
mission to carry out the responsibility of 
the mission under paragraph (1), including 
the coordination of counterdrug, law en-
forcement, rule of law, and administration 
of justice programs, policy, and assistance. 
Such officer or officers shall report to the 
chief of mission, or the designee of the chief 
of mission, on a regular basis regarding ac-
tivities undertaken in carrying out such re-
sponsibility. 

(B) Reports 

The chief of mission of every diplomatic 
mission of the United States shall submit to 
the Secretary on a regular basis a report on 
the actions undertaken by the mission to 
carry out such responsibility. 

(3) Report to Congress 

Not later than 180 days after October 21, 1998, 
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the 
Committee on International Relations of the 
House of Representatives a report on the 
status of any proposals for action or on action 
undertaken to improve staffing and personnel 
management at diplomatic missions of the 
United States in order to carry out the respon-
sibility set forth in paragraph (1). 

(Pub. L. 105–277, div. G, subdiv. B, title XXII, 
§ 2214, Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–812.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on International Relations of House of 
Representatives changed to Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of House of Representatives by House Resolution 
No. 6, One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 2657. Custody of seals and property 

The Secretary of State shall have the custody 
and charge of the seal of the Department of 
State, and of all the books, records, papers, fur-
niture, fixtures, and other property which on 
June 22, 1874, remained in and appertained to the 
Department, or were thereafter acquired for it. 

(R.S. § 203.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 203 derived from acts July 27, 1789, ch. 4, §§ 2, 4, 
1 Stat. 29; Sept. 15, 1789, ch. 14, § 7, 1 Stat. 69. 

Section was formerly classified to section 158 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2658. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–236, title I, § 162(a), 
Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 405 

Section, acts May 26, 1949, ch. 143, § 4, 63 Stat. 111; 
Aug. 26, 1954, ch. 937, § 544(c), as added July 18, 1956, ch. 
627, § 11(a), 70 Stat. 563; amended Aug. 14, 1957, Pub. L. 
85–141, § 11(b)(1), 71 Stat. 365, authorized Secretary of 
State to promulgate rules and regulations and delegate 
authority. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal applicable with respect to officials, offices, 
and bureaus of Department of State when executive or-
ders, regulations, or departmental directives imple-
menting the amendments by sections 161 and 162 of 
Pub. L. 103–236 become effective, or 90 days after Apr. 
30, 1994, whichever comes earlier, see section 161(b) of 
Pub. L. 103–236, as amended, set out as an Effective 
Date of 1994 Amendment note under section 2651a of 
this title. 

§ 2659. State statutes to be procured 

The Secretary of State shall procure from 
time to time such of the statutes of the several 
States as may not be in his office. 

(R.S. § 206.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 206 derived from act Sept. 23, 1789, No. 3, 1 Stat. 
97. 

Section was formerly classified to section 161 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

ABOLITION OF FUNCTIONS 

Section 161 of former Title 5, Executive Departments 
and Government Officers and Employees [now this sec-
tion], under which the Secretary of State was required 
to procure, from time to time, such of the statutes of 
the several States as might not be in his office, was af-
fected by Reorg. Plan No. 20 of 1950, 2(a), eff. May 24, 
1950, 15 F.R. 3178, 64 Stat. 1272, set out in Appendix to 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, 
which abolished such prescribed duty. Such section 2(a) 
further provided, however, that such abolition should 
not limit the authority of the Secretary of State to 
procure copies of such State statutes as may be needed 
in the performance of his functions. 
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