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§ 290h–2. Congressional declaration of purposes 

(a) Purposes of Foundation 

In order to enable the people of African coun-
tries to develop their potential, fulfill their aspi-
rations, and enjoy better, more productive lives, 
the purposes of the Foundation shall be— 

(1) to strengthen the bonds of friendship and 
understanding between the people of Africa 
and the United States; 

(2) to support self-help activities at the local 
level designed to enlarge opportunities for 
community development; 

(3) to stimulate and assist effective and ex-
panding participation of Africans in their de-
velopment process; and 

(4) to encourage the establishment and 
growth of development institutions which are 
indigenous to particular countries in Africa 
and which can respond to the requirements of 
the poor in those countries. 

(b) Implementation 

The Foundation shall carry out the purposes 
specified in subsection (a) in cooperation with, 
and in response to, organizations indigenous to 
Africa which are representative of the needs and 
aspirations of the poor in Africa and, in carrying 
out such purposes, the Foundation shall, to the 
extent possible, coordinate its development as-
sistance activities with the activities of the 
United States Government and private, re-
gional, and international organizations. 

(Pub. L. 96–533, title V, § 504, Dec. 16, 1980, 94 
Stat. 3152.) 

§ 290h–3. Functions of Foundation 

(a) Types of programs; project limitations; dis-
semination of project insights 

(1) In order to carry out the purposes set forth 
in section 290h–2 of this title, the Foundation 
may make grants, loans, and loan guarantees to 
any African private or public group (including 
public international organizations), association, 
or other entity engaged in peaceful activities 
for— 

(A) the fostering of local development insti-
tutions and the support of development efforts 
initiated by communities themselves; 

(B) the development of self-evaluation tech-
niques by participants in projects supported 
under this section, for the purpose of transfer-
ring experience gained in such projects to 
similar development activities; 

(C) development research by Africans and 
the transfer of development resources, exper-
tise, and knowledge within Africa; 

(D) the procurement of such technical or 
other assistance as is deemed appropriate by 
the recipient of such grant, loan, or guarantee, 
to carry out the purposes of this subchapter; 
and 

(E) other projects that would carry out the 
purposes set forth in section 290h–2 of this 
title. 

(2) The total amount of grants, loans, and loan 
guarantees that may be made under this section 
for a project may not exceed $250,000. 

(3) The Foundation may disseminate to the 
American public and to United States and 

multilateral development institutions insights 
gained from African development projects as-
sisted under this subchapter. 

(b) Community project priorities; disbursement 
of funds by recipients to other African enti-
ties 

In making grants, loans, and loan guarantees 
under subsection (a), the Foundation shall give 
priority to projects which community groups 
undertake to foster their own development and 
in the initiation, design, implementation, and 
evaluation of which there is the maximum fea-
sible participation of the poor. Where appro-
priate and in keeping with the purposes of this 
subchapter, the Foundation may make such 
grants, loans, and loan guarantees to African en-
tities which are representative and knowledge-
able of, and sensitive to, the needs and aspira-
tions of the poor and which would disburse funds 
acquired under such grants, loans, and loan 
guarantees to other African entities to carry out 
the purposes of this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 96–533, title V, § 505, Dec. 16, 1980, 94 
Stat. 3152; Pub. L. 100–461, title II, § 201, Oct. 1, 
1988, 102 Stat. 2268–13.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 100–461 inserted ‘‘(includ-
ing public international organizations)’’ after ‘‘public 
group’’. 

§ 290h–4. Powers of Foundation 

(a) General provisions 

The Foundation, as a corporation— 
(1) shall have perpetual succession unless 

dissolved by an Act of Congress; 
(2) may sue and be sued, complain, and de-

fend, in its corporate name in any court of 
competent jurisdiction; 

(3) may adopt, alter, and use a seal, which 
shall be judicially noticed; 

(4) may prescribe, amend, and repeal such 
rules and regulations as may be necessary for 
carrying out the functions of the Foundation; 

(5) may make and perform such contracts 
and other agreements with any individual, 
corporation, or other private or public entity 
however designated and wherever situated, as 
may be necessary for carrying out the func-
tions of the Foundation; 

(6) may determine and prescribe the manner 
in which its obligations shall be incurred and 
its expenses allowed and paid, including ex-
penses for representation not exceeding $10,000 
in any fiscal year; 

(7) may, as necessary for carrying out the 
functions of the Foundation, employ and fix 
the compensation of not to exceed the follow-
ing number of persons at any one time: 25 dur-
ing the fiscal year 1981, 50 during the fiscal 
year 1982, and 75 thereafter; 

(8) may lease, purchase, or otherwise ac-
quire, own, hold, improve, use, or otherwise 
deal in and with such property (real, personal, 
or mixed) or any interest therein, wherever 
situated, as may be necessary for carrying out 
the functions of the Foundation; 

(9) may accept gifts or donations of services 
or of property (real, personal, or mixed), tan-
gible or intangible, in furtherance of the pur-
poses of this subchapter; 
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