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Treasury with respect to simplification of Federal in-
come tax returns, establishment of a task force to as-
sist in conduct of study, and a report by Secretary on 
study and investigation to Congressional committees 
not later than 2 years after Nov. 6, 1978. 

FIRST RETURN PERIOD FOR INTEREST EQUALIZATION 
TAX RETURNS 

Pub. L. 89–243, § 3(d)(1), Oct. 9, 1965, 79 Stat. 955, pro-
vided that the first period for which returns were to be 
made under subsec. (d)(1) of this section with respect to 
acquisitions made subject to tax by this section was 
the period commencing Feb. 11, 1965, and ending at the 
close of the calendar quarter in which the enactment of 
Pub. L. 89–243 [Oct. 9, 1965] occurred. 

Pub. L. 88–563, § 3(e), Sept. 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 845, pro-
vided that the first period for which returns were to be 
made under subsec. (d)(1) of this section was the period 
commencing July 19, 1963, and ending at the close of 
the calendar quarter in which the enactment of Pub. L. 
88–563 [Sept. 2, 1964] occurred. 

SUBPART B—INCOME TAX RETURNS 

Sec. 

6012. Persons required to make returns of income. 
6013. Joint returns of income tax by husband and 

wife. 
6014. Income tax return—tax not computed by tax-

payer. 
6015. Relief from joint and several liability on joint 

return. 
[6016. Repealed.] 
6017. Self-employment tax returns. 
[6017A. Repealed.] 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–206, title III, § 3201(f), July 22, 1998, 
112 Stat. 740, added item 6015. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7711(b)(3), Dec. 19, 
1989, 103 Stat. 2393, struck out item 6017A ‘‘Place of res-
idence’’. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title IV, § 412(c)(1), July 
18, 1984, 98 Stat. 792, struck out item 6015 ‘‘Declaration 
of estimated income tax by individuals.’’ 

1972—Pub. L. 92–512, title I, § 144(a)(2), Oct. 20, 1972, 86 
Stat. 935, added item 6017A. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–364, title I, § 103(e)(7), June 28, 1968, 82 
Stat. 264, struck out item 6016 ‘‘Declarations of esti-
mated income tax by corporations.’’ 

§ 6012. Persons required to make returns of in-
come 

(a) General rule 

Returns with respect to income taxes under 
subtitle A shall be made by the following: 

(1)(A) Every individual having for the tax-
able year gross income which equals or ex-
ceeds the exemption amount, except that a re-
turn shall not be required of an individual— 

(i) who is not married (determined by ap-
plying section 7703), is not a surviving 
spouse (as defined in section 2(a)), is not a 
head of a household (as defined in section 
2(b)), and for the taxable year has gross in-
come of less than the sum of the exemption 
amount plus the basic standard deduction 
applicable to such an individual, 

(ii) who is a head of a household (as so de-
fined) and for the taxable year has gross in-
come of less than the sum of the exemption 
amount plus the basic standard deduction 
applicable to such an individual, 

(iii) who is a surviving spouse (as so de-
fined) and for the taxable year has gross in-
come of less than the sum of the exemption 

amount plus the basic standard deduction 
applicable to such an individual, or 

(iv) who is entitled to make a joint return 
and whose gross income, when combined 
with the gross income of his spouse, is, for 
the taxable year, less than the sum of twice 
the exemption amount plus the basic stand-
ard deduction applicable to a joint return, 
but only if such individual and his spouse, at 
the close of the taxable year, had the same 
household as their home. 

Clause (iv) shall not apply if for the taxable 
year such spouse makes a separate return or 
any other taxpayer is entitled to an exemption 
for such spouse under section 151(c). 

(B) The amount specified in clause (i), (ii), or 
(iii) of subparagraph (A) shall be increased by 
the amount of 1 additional standard deduction 
(within the meaning of section 63(c)(3)) in the 
case of an individual entitled to such deduc-
tion by reason of section 63(f)(1)(A) (relating 
to individuals age 65 or more), and the amount 
specified in clause (iv) of subparagraph (A) 
shall be increased by the amount of the addi-
tional standard deduction for each additional 
standard deduction to which the individual or 
his spouse is entitled by reason of section 
63(f)(1). 

(C) The exception under subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply to any individual— 

(i) who is described in section 63(c)(5) and 
who has— 

(I) income (other than earned income) in 
excess of the sum of the amount in effect 
under section 63(c)(5)(A) plus the addi-
tional standard deduction (if any) to which 
the individual is entitled, or 

(II) total gross income in excess of the 
standard deduction, or 

(ii) for whom the standard deduction is 
zero under section 63(c)(6). 

(D) For purposes of this subsection— 
(i) The terms ‘‘standard deduction’’, ‘‘basic 

standard deduction’’ and ‘‘additional stand-
ard deduction’’ have the respective meanings 
given such terms by section 63(c). 

(ii) The term ‘‘exemption amount’’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 151(d). 
In the case of an individual described in sec-
tion 151(d)(2), the exemption amount shall be 
zero. 

(2) Every corporation subject to taxation 
under subtitle A; 

(3) Every estate the gross income of which 
for the taxable year is $600 or more; 

(4) Every trust having for the taxable year 
any taxable income, or having gross income of 
$600 or over, regardless of the amount of tax-
able income; 

(5) Every estate or trust of which any bene-
ficiary is a nonresident alien; 

(6) Every political organization (within the 
meaning of section 527(e)(1)), and every fund 
treated under section 527(g) as if it constituted 
a political organization, which has political 
organization taxable income (within the 
meaning of section 527(c)(1)) for the taxable 
year; 

(7) Every homeowners association (within 
the meaning of section 528(c)(1)) which has 
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