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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘terms’’. 

and necessary in view of the substantial role of 

the Federal Government in promoting the 

health and safety of the Nation’s population. It 

is therefore the policy of the Congress, and the 

purpose of this subchapter, to exercise the full 

reach of the Federal Government’s constitu-

tional powers in order to establish a comprehen-

sive Federal program, in connection with the 

manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages in 

or affecting interstate commerce, to deal with 

the provision of warning or other information 

with respect to any relationship between the 

consumption or abuse of alcoholic beverages and 

health, so that— 

(1) the public may be adequately reminded 

about any health hazards that may be associ-

ated with the consumption or abuse of alco-

holic beverages through a nationally uniform, 

nonconfusing warning notice on each con-

tainer of such beverages; and 

(2) commerce and the national economy may 

be— 

(A) protected to the maximum extent con-

sistent with this declared policy, 

(B) not impeded by diverse, nonuniform, 

and confusing requirements for warnings or 

other information on alcoholic beverage con-

tainers with respect to any relationship be-

tween the consumption or abuse of alcoholic 

beverages and health, and 

(C) protected from the adverse effects that 

would result from a noncomprehensive pro-

gram covering alcoholic beverage containers 

sold in interstate commerce, but not alco-

holic beverage containers manufactured and 

sold within a single State. 

(Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 814, title II, § 202, as added Pub. 

L. 100–690, title VIII, § 8001(a)(3), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 

Stat. 4518.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 814, title II, § 210, as added Nov. 

18, 1988, Pub. L. 100–690, title VIII, § 8001(a)(3), 102 Stat. 

4521, provided that: ‘‘Except as provided in section 

204(a) [27 U.S.C. 215(a)], this title [enacting this sub-

chapter] shall take effect on the date of its enactment 

into law [Nov. 18, 1988].’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of title II of act Aug. 29, 1935, which 

is classified to this subchapter, as the ‘‘Alcoholic Bev-

erage Labeling Act of 1988’’, see section 201 of act Aug. 

29, 1935, set out as a note under section 201 of this title. 

§ 214. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter— 

(1) The term ‘‘alcoholic beverage’’ includes 

any beverage in liquid form which contains 

not less than one-half of one percent of alcohol 

by volume and is intended for human con-

sumption. 

(2) The term ‘‘bottle’’ means to fill a con-

tainer with an alcoholic beverage and to seal 

such container. 

(3) The term ‘‘bottler’’ means a person who 

bottles an alcoholic beverage. 

(4) The term ‘‘commerce’’ means— 

(A) commerce between any State, the Dis-

trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 

Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, the Virgin 

Islands, American Samoa, Wake Island, the 

Midway Islands, Kingman Reef, or Johnston 

Island and any place outside thereof; 
(B) commerce between points in any State, 

the District of Columbia, the Common-

wealth of Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth 

of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, the 

Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Wake Is-

land, the Midway Islands, Kingman Reef, or 

Johnston Island, but through any place out-

side thereof; or 
(C) commerce wholly within the District of 

Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands, Guam, the Virgin Islands, 

American Samoa, Wake Island, the Midway 

Islands, Kingman Reef, or Johnston Island. 

(5) The term ‘‘container’’ means the inner-

most sealed container irrespective of the ma-

terial from which made, in which an alcoholic 

beverage is placed by the bottler and in which 

such beverage is offered for sale to members of 

the general public. 
(6) The term ‘‘health’’ includes, but is not 

limited to, the prevention of accidents. 
(7) The term ‘‘person’’ means an individual, 

partnership, joint stock company, business 

trust, association, corporation, or any other 

business or legal entity, including a receiver, 

trustee, or liquidating agent, and also includes 

any State, any State agency, or any officer or 

employee thereof. 
(8) The term 1 ‘‘sale’’ and ‘‘distribution’’ in-

clude sampling or any other distribution not 

for sale. 
(9) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of the Treasury. 
(10) The term ‘‘State’’ includes any political 

subdivision of any State, the District of Co-

lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 

the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, Guam, the Virgin Islands, American 

Samoa, Wake Island, the Midway Islands, 

Kingman Reef, or Johnston Island. 
(11) The term ‘‘State law’’ includes State 

statutes, regulations, and principles and rules 

having the force of law. 
(12) The term ‘‘United States’’, when used in 

geographical sense, includes the several 

States, the District of Columbia, the Common-

wealth of Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of 

the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, the Vir-

gin Islands, American Samoa, Wake Island, 

the Midway Islands, Kingman Reef, and John-

ston Island. 

(Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 814, title II, § 203, as added Pub. 

L. 100–690, title VIII, § 8001(a)(3), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 

Stat. 4518.) 

§ 215. Labeling requirement 

(a) Statement required on container 

On and after the expiration of the 12-month 

period following November 18, 1988, it shall be 

unlawful for any person to manufacture, import, 

or bottle for sale or distribution in the United 

States any alcoholic beverage unless the con-

tainer of such beverage bears the following 

statement: 
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