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this section, issue rules requiring uniform forms 
for (and from time to time thereafter to appro-
priately modify and approve)— 

(1) final reports by trustees in cases under 
chapters 7, 12, and 13 of title 11; and 

(2) periodic reports by debtors in possession 
or trustees in cases under chapter 11 of title 
11. 

(b) REPORTS.—Each report referred to in sub-
section (a) shall be designed (and the require-
ments as to place and manner of filing shall be 
established) so as to facilitate compilation of 
data and maximum possible access of the public, 
both by physical inspection at one or more cen-
tral filing locations, and by electronic access 
through the Internet or other appropriate 
media. 

(c) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—The information 
required to be filed in the reports referred to in 
subsection (b) shall be that which is in the best 
interests of debtors and creditors, and in the 
public interest in reasonable and adequate infor-
mation to evaluate the efficiency and practical-
ity of the Federal bankruptcy system. In issuing 
rules proposing the forms referred to in sub-
section (a), the Attorney General shall strike 
the best achievable practical balance between— 

(1) the reasonable needs of the public for in-
formation about the operational results of the 
Federal bankruptcy system; 

(2) economy, simplicity, and lack of undue 
burden on persons with a duty to file reports; 
and 

(3) appropriate privacy concerns and safe-
guards. 

(d) FINAL REPORTS.—The uniform forms for 
final reports required under subsection (a) for 
use by trustees under chapters 7, 12, and 13 of 
title 11 shall, in addition to such other matters 
as are required by law or as the Attorney Gen-
eral in the discretion of the Attorney General 
shall propose, include with respect to a case 
under such title— 

(1) information about the length of time the 
case was pending; 

(2) assets abandoned; 
(3) assets exempted; 
(4) receipts and disbursements of the estate; 
(5) expenses of administration, including for 

use under section 707(b), actual costs of admin-
istering cases under chapter 13 of title 11; 

(6) claims asserted; 
(7) claims allowed; and 
(8) distributions to claimants and claims dis-

charged without payment, 

in each case by appropriate category and, in 
cases under chapters 12 and 13 of title 11, date of 
confirmation of the plan, each modification 
thereto, and defaults by the debtor in perform-
ance under the plan. 

(e) PERIODIC REPORTS.—The uniform forms for 
periodic reports required under subsection (a) 
for use by trustees or debtors in possession 
under chapter 11 of title 11 shall, in addition to 
such other matters as are required by law or as 
the Attorney General in the discretion of the 
Attorney General shall propose, include— 

(1) information about the industry classi-
fication, published by the Department of Com-
merce, for the businesses conducted by the 
debtor; 

(2) length of time the case has been pending; 
(3) number of full-time employees as of the 

date of the order for relief and at the end of 
each reporting period since the case was filed; 

(4) cash receipts, cash disbursements and 
profitability of the debtor for the most recent 
period and cumulatively since the date of the 
order for relief; 

(5) compliance with title 11, whether or not 
tax returns and tax payments since the date of 
the order for relief have been timely filed and 
made; 

(6) all professional fees approved by the 
court in the case for the most recent period 
and cumulatively since the date of the order 
for relief (separately reported, for the profes-
sional fees incurred by or on behalf of the 
debtor, between those that would have been 
incurred absent a bankruptcy case and those 
not); and 

(7) plans of reorganization filed and con-
firmed and, with respect thereto, by class, the 
recoveries of the holders, expressed in aggre-
gate dollar values and, in the case of claims, 
as a percentage of total claims of the class al-
lowed. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–8, title VI, § 602(a), Apr. 20, 
2005, 119 Stat. 120.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For the effective date of this section, referred to in 
subsec. (a), see Effective Date note set out below. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 180 days after Apr. 20, 2005, and not 
applicable with respect to cases commenced under Title 
11, Bankruptcy, before such effective date, except as 
otherwise provided, see section 1501 of Pub. L. 109–8, set 
out as an Effective Date of 2005 Amendment note under 
section 101 of Title 11. 

CHAPTER 40—INDEPENDENT COUNSEL 

Sec. 

591. Applicability of provisions of this chapter. 
592. Preliminary investigation and application for 

appointment of an independent counsel. 
593. Duties of the division of the court. 
594. Authority and duties of an independent coun-

sel. 
595. Congressional oversight. 
596. Removal of an independent counsel; termi-

nation of office. 
597. Relationship with Department of Justice. 
598. Severability. 
599. Termination of effect of chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–191, § 2, Dec. 15, 1987, 101 Stat. 1293, 
amended chapter 40 heading and analysis generally, 
substituting items 591 to 599 for former items 591 to 598. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–554, title I, § 144(g)(1), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3097, substituted ‘‘40’’ for ‘‘39’’ as chapter designa-
tion. 

1983—Pub. L. 97–409, § 2(a)(1)(A), Jan. 3, 1983, 96 Stat. 
2039, substituted ‘‘independent counsel’’ for ‘‘special 
prosecutor’’ in chapter heading and in items 592, 594, 
and 596. 

§ 591. Applicability of provisions of this chapter 

(a) PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION WITH RESPECT 
TO CERTAIN COVERED PERSONS.—The Attorney 
General shall conduct a preliminary investiga-
tion in accordance with section 592 whenever the 
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