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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 99-651 effective 120 days after
Nov. 14, 1986, see section 105 of Pub. L. 99-651, set out
as a note under section 3006A of Title 18, Crimes and
Criminal Procedure.

§ 1826. Recalcitrant witnesses

(a) Whenever a witness in any proceeding be-
fore or ancillary to any court or grand jury of
the United States refuses without just cause
shown to comply with an order of the court to
testify or provide other information, including
any book, paper, document, record, recording or
other material, the court, upon such refusal, or
when such refusal is duly brought to its atten-
tion, may summarily order his confinement at a
suitable place until such time as the witness is
willing to give such testimony or provide such
information. No period of such confinement
shall exceed the life of—

(1) the court proceeding, or
(2) the term of the grand jury, including ex-
tensions,

before which such refusal to comply with the
court order occurred, but in no event shall such
confinement exceed eighteen months.

(b) No person confined pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section shall be admitted to bail pend-
ing the determination of an appeal taken by him
from the order for his confinement if it appears
that the appeal is frivolous or taken for delay.
Any appeal from an order of confinement under
this section shall be disposed of as soon as prac-
ticable, but not later than thirty days from the
filing of such appeal.

(c) Whoever escapes or attempts to escape
from the custody of any facility or from any
place in which or to which he is confined pursu-
ant to this section or section 4243 of title 18, or
whoever rescues or attempts to rescue or insti-
gates, aids, or assists the escape or attempt to
escape of such a person, shall be subject to im-
prisonment for not more than three years, or a
fine of not more than $10,000, or both.

(Added Pub. L. 91-452, title III, §301(a), Oct. 15,
1970, 84 Stat. 932; amended Pub. L. 98-473, title
II, §1013, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2142.)

AMENDMENTS
1984—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 98-473 added subsec. (c).

§1827. Interpreters in courts of the United States

(a) The Director of the Administrative Office
of the United States Courts shall establish a
program to facilitate the use of certified and
otherwise qualified interpreters in judicial pro-
ceedings instituted by the United States.

(b)(1) The Director shall prescribe, determine,
and certify the qualifications of persons who
may serve as certified interpreters, when the Di-
rector considers certification of interpreters to
be merited, for the hearing impaired (whether or
not also speech impaired) and persons who speak
only or primarily a language other than the
English language, in judicial proceedings insti-
tuted by the United States. The Director may
certify interpreters for any language if the Di-
rector determines that there is a need for cer-
tified interpreters in that language. Upon the
request of the Judicial Conference of the United
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States for certified interpreters in a language,
the Director shall certify interpreters in that
language. Upon such a request from the judicial
council of a circuit and the approval of the Judi-
cial Conference, the Director shall certify inter-
preters for that circuit in the language re-
quested. The judicial council of a circuit shall
identify and evaluate the needs of the districts
within a circuit. The Director shall certify in-
terpreters based on the results of criterion-ref-
erenced performance examinations. The Direc-
tor shall issue regulations to carry out this
paragraph within 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of the Judicial Improvements and Ac-
cess to Justice Act.

(2) Only in a case in which no certified inter-
preter is reasonably available as provided in
subsection (d) of this section, including a case in
which certification of interpreters is not pro-
vided under paragraph (1) in a particular lan-
guage, may the services of otherwise qualified
interpreters be used. The Director shall provide
guidelines to the courts for the selection of
otherwise qualified interpreters, in order to en-
sure that the highest standards of accuracy are
maintained in all judicial proceedings subject to
the provisions of this chapter.

(3) The Director shall maintain a current mas-
ter list of all certified interpreters and other-
wise qualified interpreters and shall report peri-
odically on the use and performance of both cer-
tified and otherwise qualified interpreters in ju-
dicial proceedings instituted by the United
States and on the languages for which inter-
preters have been certified. The Director shall
prescribe, subject to periodic review, a schedule
of reasonable fees for services rendered by inter-
preters, certified or otherwise, used in proceed-
ings instituted by the United States, and in
doing so shall consider the prevailing rate of
compensation for comparable service in other
governmental entities.

(c)(1) BEach United States district court shall
maintain on file in the office of the clerk, and
each United States attorney shall maintain on
file, a list of all persons who have been certified
as interpreters by the Director in accordance
with subsection (b) of this section. The clerk
shall make the list of certified interpreters for
judicial proceeding available upon request.

(2) The clerk of the court, or other court em-
ployee designated by the chief judge, shall be re-
sponsible for securing the services of certified
interpreters and otherwise qualified interpreters
required for proceedings initiated by the United
States, except that the United States attorney
is responsible for securing the services of such
interpreters for governmental witnesses.

(d)(1) The presiding judicial officer, with the
assistance of the Director of the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts, shall utilize
the services of the most available certified in-
terpreter, or when no certified interpreter is
reasonably available, as determined by the pre-
siding judicial officer, the services of an other-
wise qualified interpreter, in judicial proceed-
ings instituted by the United States, if the pre-
siding judicial officer determines on such offi-
cer’s own motion or on the motion of a party
that such party (including a defendant in a
criminal case), or a witness who may present
testimony in such judicial proceedings—
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