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current or potential use that will be needed to 
supply the industrial, military, and essential ci-
vilian needs of the United States in the produc-
tion of goods or services, including those which 
are primarily imported or for which there is a 
prospect of shortages or uncertain supply, or 
which present opportunities in terms of new 
physical properties, use, recycling, disposal or 
substitution, with the exclusion of food and of 
energy fuels used as such. 

(Pub. L. 96–479, § 2, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2305.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 96–479, § 1, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2305, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as 
the ‘National Materials and Minerals Policy, Research 
and Development Act of 1980’.’’ 

EX. ORD. NO. 13817. A FEDERAL STRATEGY TO ENSURE 
SECURE AND RELIABLE SUPPLIES OF CRITICAL MINERALS 

Ex. Ord. No. 13817, Dec. 20, 2017, 82 F.R. 60835, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Findings. The United States is heavily reli-
ant on imports of certain mineral commodities that are 
vital to the Nation’s security and economic prosperity. 
This dependency of the United States on foreign 
sources creates a strategic vulnerability for both its 
economy and military to adverse foreign government 
action, natural disaster, and other events that can dis-
rupt supply of these key minerals. Despite the presence 
of significant deposits of some of these minerals across 
the United States, our miners and producers are cur-
rently limited by a lack of comprehensive, machine- 
readable data concerning topographical, geological, and 
geophysical surveys; permitting delays; and the poten-
tial for protracted litigation regarding permits that are 
issued. An increase in private-sector domestic explo-
ration, production, recycling, and reprocessing of criti-
cal minerals, and support for efforts to identify more 
commonly available technological alternatives to these 
minerals, will reduce our dependence on imports, pre-
serve our leadership in technological innovation, sup-
port job creation, improve our national security and 
balance of trade, and enhance the technological superi-
ority and readiness of our Armed Forces, which are 
among the Nation’s most significant consumers of crit-
ical minerals. 

SEC. 2. Definition. (a) A ‘‘critical mineral’’ is a min-
eral identified by the Secretary of the Interior pursu-
ant to subsection (b) of this section to be (i) a non-fuel 
mineral or mineral material essential to the economic 
and national security of the United States, (ii) the sup-
ply chain of which is vulnerable to disruption, and (iii) 
that serves an essential function in the manufacturing 
of a product, the absence of which would have signifi-
cant consequences for our economy or our national se-
curity. 

(b) The Secretary of the Interior, in coordination 
with the Secretary of Defense and in consultation with 
the heads of other relevant executive departments and 
agencies (agencies), shall publish a list of critical min-
erals in the Federal Register not later than 60 days after 
the date of this order, and disseminate such list to the 
appropriate agencies. 

SEC. 3. Policy. It shall be the policy of the Federal 
Government to reduce the Nation’s vulnerability to 
disruptions in the supply of critical minerals, which 
constitutes a strategic vulnerability for the security 
and prosperity of the United States. The United States 
will further this policy for the benefit of the American 
people and in a safe and environmentally responsible 
manner, by: 

(a) identifying new sources of critical minerals; 
(b) increasing activity at all levels of the supply 

chain, including exploration, mining, concentration, 

separation, alloying, recycling, and reprocessing criti-
cal minerals; 

(c) ensuring that our miners and producers have elec-
tronic access to the most advanced topographic, geo-
logic, and geophysical data within U.S. territory to the 
extent permitted by law and subject to appropriate lim-
itations for purposes of privacy and security, including 
appropriate limitations to protect critical infrastruc-
ture data such as those related to national security 
areas; and 

(d) streamlining leasing and permitting processes to 
expedite exploration, production, processing, reprocess-
ing, recycling, and domestic refining of critical min-
erals. 

SEC. 4. Implementation. (a) Within 180 days of the date 
that the Secretary of the Interior publishes a list of 
critical minerals under section 2 of this order, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, in coordination with the Secretar-
ies of Defense, the Interior, Agriculture, and Energy, 
and the United States Trade Representative, shall sub-
mit a report to the President through the Assistant to 
the President for Economic Policy, the Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, and the Director 
of the Office of Science and Technology Policy. The re-
port shall include: 

(i) a strategy to reduce the Nation’s reliance on criti-
cal minerals; 

(ii) an assessment of progress toward developing crit-
ical minerals recycling and reprocessing technologies, 
and technological alternatives to critical minerals; 

(iii) options for accessing and developing critical 
minerals through investment and trade with our allies 
and partners; 

(iv) a plan to improve the topographic, geologic, and 
geophysical mapping of the United States and make 
the resulting data and metadata electronically acces-
sible, to the extent permitted by law and subject to ap-
propriate limitations for purposes of privacy and secu-
rity, to support private sector mineral exploration of 
critical minerals; and 

(v) recommendations to streamline permitting and 
review processes related to developing leases; enhanc-
ing access to critical mineral resources; and increasing 
discovery, production, and domestic refining of critical 
minerals. 

(b) Agencies shall implement subsection (a) of this 
section in a manner consistent with, and when possible 
complementary to, implementation of Executive Order 
13771 of January 30, 2017 (Reducing Regulation and Con-
trolling Regulatory Costs), Executive Order 13783 of 
March 28, 2017 (Promoting Energy Independence and 
Economic Growth), Executive Order 13807 of August 15, 
2017 (Establishing Discipline and Accountability in the 
Environmental Review and Permitting Process for In-
frastructure Projects), and Executive Order 12866 of 
September 30, 1993 (Regulatory Planning and Review). 

SEC. 5. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order 
shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment or agency, or the head thereof; 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals; or 

(iii) existing treaties or international agreements re-
lating to mineral production, imports, or exports. 

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-
priations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

DONALD J. TRUMP. 

§ 1602. Congressional declaration of policies 

The Congress declares that it is the continuing 
policy of the United States to promote an ade-
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quate and stable supply of materials necessary 
to maintain national security, economic well- 
being and industrial production with appro-
priate attention to a long-term balance between 
resource production, energy use, a healthy envi-
ronment, natural resources conservation, and 
social needs. The Congress further declares that 
implementation of this policy requires that the 
President shall, through the Executive Office of 
the President, coordinate the responsible de-
partments and agencies to, among other meas-
ures— 

(1) identify materials needs and assist in the 
pursuit of measures that would assure the 
availability of materials critical to commerce, 
the economy, and national security; 

(2) establish a mechanism for the coordina-
tion and evaluation of Federal materials pro-
grams, including those involving research and 
development so as to complement related ef-
forts by the private sector as well as other do-
mestic and international agencies and organi-
zations; 

(3) establish a long-range assessment capa-
bility concerning materials demands, supply 
and needs, and provide for the policies and 
programs necessary to meet those needs; 

(4) promote a vigorous, comprehensive, and 
coordinated program of materials research and 
development consistent with the policies and 
priorities set forth in the National Science 
and Technology Policy, Organization, and Pri-
orities Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.); 

(5) promote cooperative research and devel-
opment programs with other nations for the 
equitable and frugal use of materials and en-
ergy; 

(6) promote and encourage private enterprise 
in the development of economically sound and 
stable domestic materials industries; and 

(7) encourage Federal agencies to facilitate 
availability and development of domestic re-
sources to meet critical materials needs. 

(Pub. L. 96–479, § 3, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2305.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Science and Technology Policy, Organi-
zation, and Priorities Act of 1976, referred to in par. (4), 
is Pub. L. 94–282, May 11, 1976, 90 Stat. 459, as amended, 
which is classified principally to chapter 79 (§ 6601 et 
seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 6601 of Title 42 
and Tables. 

§ 1603. Implementation of policies 

For the purpose of implementing the policies 
set forth in section 1602 of this title and the pro-
visions of section 1604 of this title, the Congress 
declares that the President shall, through the 
Executive Office of the President, coordinate the 
responsible departments and agencies, and 
shall— 

(1) direct that the responsible departments 
and agencies identify, assist, and make recom-
mendations for carrying out appropriate poli-
cies and programs to ensure adequate, stable, 
and economical materials supplies essential to 
national security, economic well-being, and 
industrial production; 

(2) support basic and applied research and 
development to provide for, among other ob-
jectives— 

(A) advanced science and technology for 
the exploration, discovery, and recovery of 
nonfuel materials; 

(B) enhanced methods or processes for the 
more efficient production and use of renew-
able and nonrenewable resources; 

(C) improved methods for the extraction, 
processing, use, recovery, and recycling of 
materials which encourage the conservation 
of materials, energy, and the environment; 
and 

(D) improved understanding of current and 
new materials performance, processing, sub-
stitution, and adaptability in engineering 
designs; 

(3) provide for improved collection, analysis, 
and dissemination of scientific, technical and 
economic materials information and data from 
Federal, State, and local governments and 
other sources as appropriate; 

(4) assess the need for and make recom-
mendations concerning the availability and 
adequacy of supply of technically trained per-
sonnel necessary for materials research, devel-
opment, extraction, harvest and industrial 
practice, paying particular regard to the prob-
lem of attracting and maintaining high qual-
ity materials professionals in the Federal 
service; 

(5) establish early warning systems for ma-
terials supply problems; 

(6) recommend to the Congress appropriate 
measures to promote industrial innovation in 
materials and materials technologies; 

(7) encourage cooperative materials research 
and problem-solving by— 

(A) private corporations performing the 
same or related activities in materials in-
dustries; and 

(B) Federal and State institutions having 
shared interests or objectives; 

(8) assess Federal policies which adversely or 
positively affect all stages of the materials 
cycle, from exploration to final product recy-
cling and disposal including but not limited 
to, financial assistance and tax policies for re-
cycled and virgin sources of materials and 
make recommendations for equalizing any ex-
isting imbalances, or removing any impedi-
ments, which may be created by the applica-
tion of Federal law and regulations to the 
market for materials; and 

(9) assess the opportunities for the United 
States to promote cooperative multilateral 
and bilateral agreements for materials devel-
opment in foreign nations for the purpose of 
increasing the reliability of materials supplies 
to the Nation. 

(Pub. L. 96–479, § 4, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2306.) 

§ 1604. Program administration 

(a) President; preparation of plan and submis-
sion to Congress of report 

Within 1 year after October 21, 1980, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the Congress— 

(1) a program plan to implement such exist-
ing or prospective proposals and organiza-
tional structures within the executive branch 
as he finds necessary to carry out the provi-
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