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ess is at all times consistent with this chapter. 
The Administrator shall not approve any State 
permit program under subchapter IV of this 
chapter for any State which does not have an 
approved continuing planning process under this 
section. 

(3) The Administrator shall approve any con-
tinuing planning process submitted to him 
under this section which will result in plans for 
all navigable waters within such State, which 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 

(A) effluent limitations and schedules of 
compliance at least as stringent as those re-
quired by section 1311(b)(1), section 1311(b)(2), 
section 1316, and section 1317 of this title, and 
at least as stringent as any requirements con-
tained in any applicable water quality stand-
ard in effect under authority of this section; 

(B) the incorporation of all elements of any 
applicable area-wide waste management plans 
under section 1288 of this title, and applicable 
basin plans under section 1289 of this title; 

(C) total maximum daily load for pollutants 
in accordance with subsection (d) of this sec-
tion; 

(D) procedures for revision; 
(E) adequate authority for intergovern-

mental cooperation; 
(F) adequate implementation, including 

schedules of compliance, for revised or new 
water quality standards, under subsection (c) 
of this section; 

(G) controls over the disposition of all resid-
ual waste from any water treatment process-
ing; 

(H) an inventory and ranking, in order of 
priority, of needs for construction of waste 
treatment works required to meet the applica-
ble requirements of sections 1311 and 1312 of 
this title. 

(f) Earlier compliance 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
affect any effluent limitation, or schedule of 
compliance required by any State to be imple-
mented prior to the dates set forth in sections 
1311(b)(1) and 1311(b)(2) of this title nor to pre-
clude any State from requiring compliance with 
any effluent limitation or schedule of compli-
ance at dates earlier than such dates. 

(g) Heat standards 

Water quality standards relating to heat shall 
be consistent with the requirements of section 
1326 of this title. 

(h) Thermal water quality standards 

For the purposes of this chapter the term 
‘‘water quality standards’’ includes thermal 
water quality standards. 

(i) Coastal recreation water quality criteria 

(1) Adoption by States 

(A) Initial criteria and standards 

Not later than 42 months after October 10, 
2000, each State having coastal recreation 
waters shall adopt and submit to the Admin-
istrator water quality criteria and standards 
for the coastal recreation waters of the 
State for those pathogens and pathogen indi-
cators for which the Administrator has pub-
lished criteria under section 1314(a) of this 
title. 

(B) New or revised criteria and standards 

Not later than 36 months after the date of 
publication by the Administrator of new or 
revised water quality criteria under section 
1314(a)(9) of this title, each State having 
coastal recreation waters shall adopt and 
submit to the Administrator new or revised 
water quality standards for the coastal 
recreation waters of the State for all patho-
gens and pathogen indicators to which the 
new or revised water quality criteria are ap-
plicable. 

(2) Failure of States to adopt 

(A) In general 

If a State fails to adopt water quality cri-
teria and standards in accordance with para-
graph (1)(A) that are as protective of human 
health as the criteria for pathogens and 
pathogen indicators for coastal recreation 
waters published by the Administrator, the 
Administrator shall promptly propose regu-
lations for the State setting forth revised or 
new water quality standards for pathogens 
and pathogen indicators described in para-
graph (1)(A) for coastal recreation waters of 
the State. 

(B) Exception 

If the Administrator proposes regulations 
for a State described in subparagraph (A) 
under subsection (c)(4)(B), the Administrator 
shall publish any revised or new standard 
under this subsection not later than 42 
months after October 10, 2000. 

(3) Applicability 

Except as expressly provided by this sub-
section, the requirements and procedures of 
subsection (c) apply to this subsection, includ-
ing the requirement in subsection (c)(2)(A) 
that the criteria protect public health and 
welfare. 

(June 30, 1948, ch. 758, title III, § 303, as added 
Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 846; 
amended Pub. L. 100–4, title III, § 308(d), title IV, 
§ 404(b), Feb. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 39, 68; Pub. L. 
106–284, § 2, Oct. 10, 2000, 114 Stat. 870.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (a)(1), (2), (3)(B), (C) 
and (b)(1), means act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, 62 Stat. 1155, 
prior to the supersedure and reenactment of act June 
30, 1948 by act Oct. 18, 1972, Pub. L. 92–500, 86 Stat. 816. 
Act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as added by act Oct. 18, 1972, 
Pub. L. 92–500, 86 Stat. 816, enacted this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 106–284 added subsec. (i). 
1987—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 100–4, § 308(d), designated 

existing provision as subpar. (A) and added subpar. (B). 
Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 100–4, § 404(b), added par. (4). 

§ 1313a. Revised water quality standards 

The review, revision, and adoption or promul-
gation of revised or new water quality standards 
pursuant to section 303(c) of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act [33 U.S.C. 1313(c)] shall be 
completed by the date three years after Decem-
ber 29, 1981. No grant shall be made under title 
II of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act [33 
U.S.C. 1281 et seq.] after such date until water 
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quality standards are reviewed and revised pur-
suant to section 303(c), except where the State 
has in good faith submitted such revised water 
quality standards and the Administrator has not 
acted to approve or disapprove such submission 
within one hundred and twenty days of receipt. 

(Pub. L. 97–117, § 24, Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1632.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, referred to 
in text, is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as amended gener-
ally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 816. Title 
II of the Act is classified generally to subchapter II 
(§ 1281 et seq.) of this chapter. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 1251 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Municipal Waste-
water Treatment Construction Grant Amendments of 
1981, and not as part of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1314. Information and guidelines 

(a) Criteria development and publication 

(1) The Administrator, after consultation with 
appropriate Federal and State agencies and 
other interested persons, shall develop and pub-
lish, within one year after October 18, 1972 (and 
from time to time thereafter revise) criteria for 
water quality accurately reflecting the latest 
scientific knowledge (A) on the kind and extent 
of all identifiable effects on health and welfare 
including, but not limited to, plankton, fish, 
shellfish, wildlife, plant life, shorelines, beaches, 
esthetics, and recreation which may be expected 
from the presence of pollutants in any body of 
water, including ground water; (B) on the con-
centration and dispersal of pollutants, or their 
byproducts, through biological, physical, and 
chemical processes; and (C) on the effects of pol-
lutants on biological community diversity, pro-
ductivity, and stability, including information 
on the factors affecting rates of eutrophication 
and rates of organic and inorganic sedimenta-
tion for varying types of receiving waters. 

(2) The Administrator, after consultation with 
appropriate Federal and State agencies and 
other interested persons, shall develop and pub-
lish, within one year after October 18, 1972 (and 
from time to time thereafter revise) information 
(A) on the factors necessary to restore and 
maintain the chemical, physical, and biological 
integrity of all navigable waters, ground waters, 
waters of the contiguous zone, and the oceans; 
(B) on the factors necessary for the protection 
and propagation of shellfish, fish, and wildlife 
for classes and categories of receiving waters 
and to allow recreational activities in and on 
the water; and (C) on the measurement and clas-
sification of water quality; and (D) for the pur-
pose of section 1313 of this title, on and the iden-
tification of pollutants suitable for maximum 
daily load measurement correlated with the 
achievement of water quality objectives. 

(3) Such criteria and information and revisions 
thereof shall be issued to the States and shall be 
published in the Federal Register and otherwise 
made available to the public. 

(4) The Administrator shall, within 90 days 
after December 27, 1977, and from time to time 

thereafter, publish and revise as appropriate in-
formation identifying conventional pollutants, 
including but not limited to, pollutants classi-
fied as biological oxygen demanding, suspended 
solids, fecal coliform, and pH. The thermal com-
ponent of any discharge shall not be identified 
as a conventional pollutant under this para-
graph. 

(5)(A) The Administrator, to the extent prac-
ticable before consideration of any request 
under section 1311(g) of this title and within six 
months after December 27, 1977, shall develop 
and publish information on the factors nec-
essary for the protection of public water sup-
plies, and the protection and propagation of a 
balanced population of shellfish, fish and wild-
life, and to allow recreational activities, in and 
on the water. 

(B) The Administrator, to the extent prac-
ticable before consideration of any application 
under section 1311(h) of this title and within six 
months after December 27, 1977, shall develop 
and publish information on the factors nec-
essary for the protection of public water sup-
plies, and the protection and propagation of a 
balanced indigenous population of shellfish, fish 
and wildlife, and to allow recreational activi-
ties, in and on the water. 

(6) The Administrator shall, within three 
months after December 27, 1977, and annually 
thereafter, for purposes of section 1311(h) of this 
title publish and revise as appropriate informa-
tion identifying each water quality standard in 
effect under this chapter or State law, the spe-
cific pollutants associated with such water qual-
ity standard, and the particular waters to which 
such water quality standard applies. 

(7) GUIDANCE TO STATES.—The Administrator, 
after consultation with appropriate State agen-
cies and on the basis of criteria and information 
published under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this 
subsection, shall develop and publish, within 9 
months after February 4, 1987, guidance to the 
States on performing the identification required 
by subsection (l)(1) of this section. 

(8) INFORMATION ON WATER QUALITY CRITERIA.— 
The Administrator, after consultation with ap-
propriate State agencies and within 2 years 
after February 4, 1987, shall develop and publish 
information on methods for establishing and 
measuring water quality criteria for toxic pol-
lutants on other bases than pollutant-by-pollut-
ant criteria, including biological monitoring and 
assessment methods. 

(9) REVISED CRITERIA FOR COASTAL RECREATION 
WATERS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years after 
October 10, 2000, after consultation and in co-
operation with appropriate Federal, State, 
tribal, and local officials (including local 
health officials), the Administrator shall pub-
lish new or revised water quality criteria for 
pathogens and pathogen indicators (including 
a revised list of testing methods, as appro-
priate), based on the results of the studies con-
ducted under section 1254(v) of this title, for 
the purpose of protecting human health in 
coastal recreation waters. 

(B) REVIEWS.—Not later than the date that 
is 5 years after the date of publication of 
water quality criteria under this paragraph, 
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