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tion prior to the expiration of such 2-year period, or in
the case of a board established by the Congress, its du-
ration is otherwise provided for by law. See sections
3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 92-463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 776,
set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees.

§1364. Emergency powers
(a) Emergency powers

Notwithstanding any other provision of this
chapter, the Administrator upon receipt of evi-
dence that a pollution source or combination of
sources is presenting an imminent and substan-
tial endangerment to the health of persons or to
the welfare of persons where such endangerment
is to the livelihood of such persons, such as in-
ability to market shellfish, may bring suit on
behalf of the United States in the appropriate
district court to immediately restrain any per-
son causing or contributing to the alleged pollu-
tion to stop the discharge of pollutants causing
or contributing to such pollution or to take such
other action as may be necessary.

(b) Repealed. Pub. L. 96-510, title III, §304(a),
Dec. 11, 1980, 94 Stat. 2809

(June 30, 1948, ch. 758, title V, §504, as added Pub.
L. 92-500, §2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 888; amended
Pub. L. 95-217, §69, Dec. 27, 1977, 91 Stat. 1607;
Pub. L. 96-510, title III, §304(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2809.)

AMENDMENTS

1980—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96-510 struck out subsec. (b)
which related to emergency assistance, establishment
of an emergency fund, and preparation of a contingency
plan for such emergencies.

1977—Pub. L. 95-217 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-510 effective Dec. 11, 1980,
see section 96562 of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare.

§ 1365. Citizen suits
(a) Authorization; jurisdiction

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
section and section 1319(g)(6) of this title, any
citizen may commence a civil action on his own
behalf—

(1) against any person (including (i) the
United States, and (ii) any other govern-
mental instrumentality or agency to the ex-
tent permitted by the eleventh amendment to
the Constitution) who is alleged to be in viola-
tion of (A) an effluent standard or limitation
under this chapter or (B) an order issued by
the Administrator or a State with respect to
such a standard or limitation, or

(2) against the Administrator where there is
alleged a failure of the Administrator to per-
form any act or duty under this chapter which
is not discretionary with the Administrator.

The district courts shall have jurisdiction, with-
out regard to the amount in controversy or the
citizenship of the parties, to enforce such an ef-
fluent standard or limitation, or such an order,
or to order the Administrator to perform such
act or duty, as the case may be, and to apply
any appropriate civil penalties under section
1319(d) of this title.
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(b) Notice

No action may be commenced—

(1) under subsection (a)(1) of this section—

(A) prior to sixty days after the plaintiff
has given notice of the alleged violation (i)
to the Administrator, (ii) to the State in
which the alleged violation occurs, and (iii)
to any alleged violator of the standard, limi-
tation, or order, or

(B) if the Administrator or State has com-
menced and is diligently prosecuting a civil
or criminal action in a court of the United
States, or a State to require compliance
with the standard, limitation, or order, but
in any such action in a court of the United
States any citizen may intervene as a mat-
ter of right.

(2) under subsection (a)(2) of this section
prior to sixty days after the plaintiff has given
notice of such action to the Administrator,

except that such action may be brought imme-
diately after such notification in the case of an
action under this section respecting a violation
of sections 1316 and 1317(a) of this title. Notice
under this subsection shall be given in such
manner as the Administrator shall prescribe by
regulation.

(c) Venue; intervention by Administrator; United
States interests protected

(1) Any action respecting a violation by a dis-
charge source of an effluent standard or limita-
tion or an order respecting such standard or lim-
itation may be brought under this section only
in the judicial district in which such source is
located.

(2) In such action under this section, the Ad-
ministrator, if not a party, may intervene as a
matter of right.

(3) PROTECTION OF INTERESTS OF UNITED
STATES.—Whenever any action is brought under
this section in a court of the United States, the
plaintiff shall serve a copy of the complaint on
the Attorney General and the Administrator. No
consent judgment shall be entered in an action
in which the United States is not a party prior
to 45 days following the receipt of a copy of the
proposed consent judgment by the Attorney
General and the Administrator.

(d) Litigation costs

The court, in issuing any final order in any ac-
tion brought pursuant to this section, may
award costs of litigation (including reasonable
attorney and expert witness fees) to any prevail-
ing or substantially prevailing party, whenever
the court determines such award is appropriate.
The court may, if a temporary restraining order
or preliminary injunction is sought, require the
filing of a bond or equivalent security in accord-
ance with the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

(e) Statutory or common law rights not re-
stricted

Nothing in this section shall restrict any right
which any person (or class of persons) may have
under any statute or common law to seek en-
forcement of any effluent standard or limitation
or to seek any other relief (including relief
against the Administrator or a State agency).
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