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between, the Great Lakes, the Secretary shall 
conduct such dredging as is necessary to ensure 
minimal operation depths consistent with the 
original authorized depths of the channels and 
harbors when water levels in the Great Lakes 
are, or are forecast to be, below the Inter-
national Great Lakes Datum of 1985. 

(Pub. L. 106–541, title III, § 343, Dec. 11, 2000, 114 
Stat. 2613.) 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 106–541, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 426o–2. Great Lakes navigation and protection 

(a) Great Lakes navigation 

Using available funds, the Secretary shall ex-
pedite the operation and maintenance, including 
dredging, of the navigation features of the Great 
Lakes and Connecting Channels for the purpose 
of supporting commercial navigation to author-
ized project depths. 

(b) Great Lakes pilot project 

Using available funds, the Director of the Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Service, in co-
ordination with the Secretary, the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
the Commandant of the Coast Guard, and the 
Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service, shall carry out a pilot project, on an 
emergency basis, to control and prevent further 
spreading of viral hemorrhagic septicemia in the 
Great Lakes and Connecting Channels. 

(c) Great Lakes and Connecting Channels de-
fined 

In this section, the term ‘‘Great Lakes and 
Connecting Channels’’ includes Lakes Superior, 
Huron, Michigan, Erie, and Ontario, all connect-
ing waters between and among such lakes used 
for commercial navigation, any navigation fea-
tures in such lakes or waters that are a Federal 
operation or maintenance responsibility, and 
areas of the Saint Lawrence River that are oper-
ated or maintained by the Federal Government 
for commercial navigation. 

(Pub. L. 110–114, title V, § 5014, Nov. 8, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1195.) 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 110–114, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 426p. Corps of Engineers 

(a) Technical and other assistance 

The Secretary of the Army may— 
(1) provide emergency assistance to prevent 

or reduce damage attributable to high water 
levels in the Great Lakes, including provision 
of sandbags, sheeting, and stones and other ar-
moring devices (taking account of flooding 
and erosion of other property which may be 
caused by such activity) but not including 
construction of permanent structures; 

(2) provide technical assistance to individ-
uals and local governments with respect to 
measures to prevent or reduce such damage; 
and 

(3) compile and disseminate information 
on— 

(A) water levels of the Great Lakes, 
(B) techniques for prevention or reduction 

of such damage, and 
(C) emergency relief available to persons 

who suffer economic injury attributable to 
high water levels in the Great Lakes. 

(b) Issuance of permits 

(1) Consideration of flooding and erosion 

In issuing a permit under— 
(A) section 403 of this title; or 
(B) section 1344 of this title; 

for any activity carried out with assistance 
under this title, the Secretary of the Army 
shall take account of flooding and erosion of 
other property which may be caused by such 
activity. 

(2) Bank stabilization 

(A) General rule 

In issuing permits under sections 403 and 
1344 of this title for a project involving 
dredging of any portion of the Great Lakes, 
the Secretary of the Army shall, if feasible, 
encourage for bank stabilization purposes 
the disposal of nonhazardous compatible 
sand from such project on shorelines af-
fected by erosion. 

(B) Consultation 

In carrying out subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of the Army shall consult affected 
State and local governments. 

(Pub. L. 100–707, title II, § 203, Nov. 23, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4712.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This title, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is title II of 
Pub. L. 100–707, Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4711, known as 
the ‘‘Great Lakes Planning Assistance Act of 1988’’. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 100–707, title II, § 201, Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4711, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this section, 
amending sections 3501 to 3503 of Title 16, Conservation, 
and enacting provisions set out as notes under this sec-
tion and sections 3501 and 3505 of Title 16] may be cited 
as the ‘Great Lakes Planning Assistance Act of 1988’.’’ 

GREAT LAKES DAMAGE ASSISTANCE AND PREVENTION; 
DAMAGE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 100–707, title II, § 202, Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4711, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director is authorized to pro-
vide assistance to Great Lakes States in the establish-
ment of State programs to reduce and prevent damage 
attributable to high water levels in the Great Lakes. 

‘‘(b) GRANTS.—Upon application by a Great Lakes 
State within 1 year after the date of enactment of this 
Act [Nov. 23, 1988], the Director may make a one-time 
grant to the State of not more than $250,000 for use by 
the State for— 

‘‘(1) preparation of plans for mitigation, warning, 
emergency operations, and emergency assistance; 

‘‘(2) coordination of available State and Federal as-
sistance; 

‘‘(3) development and implementation of non-
structural measures to reduce or prevent damage at-
tributable to high water levels in the Great Lakes, 
including establishment of setback requirements and 
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