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1 See References in Text note below. 

1994—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230207, as amended 

by Pub. L. 104–294, substituted ‘‘and on June 30 every 

two years thereafter’’ for ‘‘and on December 31 every 2 

years thereafter’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230206, added subsec. (h). 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(10), sub-

stituted ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’ in two 

places and ‘‘under this chapter’’ for ‘‘under this chapter 

and may delegate to any officer or employee of the De-

partment of Justice any such function as the Attorney 

General deems appropriate’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(11), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(12), which di-

rected substitution of ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney Gen-

eral or any duly authorized representative of the Attor-

ney General’’, was executed by making substitution in 

two places. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(13), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’ two places in intro-

ductory provisions and in pars. (2) and (3). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(14), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’ in two places and 

‘‘on December 31, 1990, and on December 31 every 2 

years thereafter’’ for ‘‘no later than December 31, 1987’’. 

1986—Subsecs. (g), (h). Pub. L. 99–646 redesignated 

subsec. (h) as (g) and substituted ‘‘1402’’, which was 

translated as ‘‘section 10601 of this title’’ for ‘‘1302’’, 

which had been editorially translated as ‘‘section 10601 

of this title’’, thereby requiring no change in text. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–294 effective Sept. 13, 1994, 

see section 604(d) of Pub. L. 104–294, set out as a note 

under section 13 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-

dure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–690 not applicable with re-

spect to a State compensation program that was an eli-

gible State crime victim compensation program on 

Nov. 18, 1988, until Oct. 1, 1991, see section 7129 of Pub. 

L. 100–690, as amended, set out as a note under section 

20101 of this title. 

§ 20111. Establishment of Office for Victims of 
Crime 

(a) Office established within Department of Jus-
tice 

There is established within the Department of 
Justice an Office for Victims of Crime (herein-
after in this subchapter referred to as the ‘‘Of-
fice’’). 

(b) Appointment of Director; authority; restric-
tions 

The Office shall be headed by a Director (re-
ferred to in this subchapter as the ‘‘Director’’), 
who shall be appointed by the President. The Di-
rector shall report to the Attorney General 
through the Assistant Attorney General for the 
Office of Justice Programs and shall have final 
authority for all grants, cooperative agree-
ments, and contracts awarded by the Office. The 
Director shall not engage in any employment 
other than that of serving as the Director, nor 
shall the Director hold any office in, or act in 
any capacity for, any organization, agency, or 
institution with which the Office makes any 
contract or other agreement under this sub-
chapter.1 

(c) Duties of Director 

The Director shall have the following duties: 

(1) Administering funds made available by 
section 20101 of this title. 

(2) Providing funds to eligible States pursu-
ant to sections 20102 and 20103 of this title. 

(3) Establishing programs in accordance 
with section 20103(c) of this title on terms and 
conditions determined by the Director to be 
consistent with that subsection. 

(4) Cooperating with and providing technical 
assistance to States, units of local govern-
ment, and other public and private organiza-
tions or international agencies involved in ac-
tivities related to crime victims. 

(5) Such other functions as the Attorney 
General may delegate. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1411, as added Pub. L. 
100–690, title VII, § 7123(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4420; amended Pub. L. 112–166, § 2(h)(5), Aug. 10, 
2012, 126 Stat. 1285.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, the last place it appears in subsec. 

(b), was in the original ‘‘this part’’, which has been 

translated as reading in the original ‘‘this chapter’’ 

meaning chapter XIV of title II of Pub. L. 98–473 to re-

flect the probable intent of Congress because chapter 

XIV of title II of Pub. L. 98–473, which comprises this 

subchapter, does not contain parts. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10605 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 112–166 struck out ‘‘, by and 

with the advice and consent of the Senate’’ before pe-

riod at end of first sentence. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–166 effective 60 days after 

Aug. 10, 2012, and applicable to appointments made on 

and after that effective date, including any nomination 

pending in the Senate on that date, see section 6(a) of 

Pub. L. 112–166, set out as a note under section 113 of 

Title 6, Domestic Security. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not applicable with respect to a State com-

pensation program that was an eligible State crime 

victim compensation program on Nov. 18, 1988, until 

Oct. 1, 1991, see section 7129 of Pub. L. 100–690, as 

amended, set out as an Effective Date of 1988 Amend-

ment note under section 20101 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER II—VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, SEXUAL 
ASSAULT, AND STALKING 

§ 20121. Legal assistance for victims 

(a) In general 

The purpose of this section is to enable the At-
torney General to award grants to increase the 
availability of civil and criminal legal assist-
ance necessary to provide effective aid to adult 
and youth victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, stalking, or sexual assault who are 
seeking relief in legal matters relating to or 
arising out of that abuse or violence, at minimal 
or no cost to the victims. Criminal legal assist-
ance provided for under this section shall be 
limited to criminal matters relating to or aris-
ing out of domestic violence, sexual assault, dat-
ing violence, and stalking. 
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