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CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14044d of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–457 struck out ‘‘, as the department 

or agency determines appropriate,’’ before ‘‘apprise the 

Senior Policy Operating Group’’. 

§ 20707. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Severe forms of trafficking in persons 

The term ‘‘severe forms of trafficking in per-
sons’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 7102(9) of title 22. 

(2) Sex trafficking 

The term ‘‘sex trafficking’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 7102(10) of title 22. 

(3) Commercial sex act 

The term ‘‘commercial sex act’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 7102(4) of 
title 22. 

(Pub. L. 109–164, title II, § 207, Jan. 10, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3572; Pub. L. 113–4, title XII, § 1212(b)(2)(C), 
Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 144.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title II of Pub. L. 109–164, Jan. 10, 

2006, 119 Stat. 3567, which enacted sections 20701 to 20703 

and 20705 to 20707 of this title and amended sections 7103 

and 7104 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

For complete classification of title II to the Code, see 

Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14044e of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Par. (1). Pub. L. 113–4, § 1212(b)(2)(C)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘section 7102(9)’’ for ‘‘section 7102(8)’’. 

Par. (2). Pub. L. 113–4, § 1212(b)(2)(C)(ii), substituted 

‘‘section 7102(10)’’ for ‘‘section 7102(9)’’. 

Par. (3). Pub. L. 113–4, § 1212(b)(2)(C)(iii), substituted 

‘‘section 7102(4)’’ for ‘‘section 7102(3)’’. 

§ 20708. Grants for specialized human trafficking 
training and technical assistance for service 
providers 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Act of trafficking 

The term ‘‘act of trafficking’’ means an act 
or practice described in paragraph (9) of sec-
tion 7102 of title 22. 

(2) Eligible entity 

The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means— 
(A) a State or unit of local government; 
(B) a federally recognized Indian tribal 

government, as determined by the Secretary 
of the Interior; 

(C) a victim service provider; 
(D) a nonprofit or for-profit organization 

(including a tribal nonprofit or for-profit or-
ganization); 

(E) a national organization; or 
(F) an institution of higher education (in-

cluding tribal institutions of higher edu-
cation). 

(3) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ means any State of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, the 
United States Virgin Islands, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
American Samoa, and any other territory or 
possession of the United States. 

(4) Victim of trafficking 

The term ‘‘victim of trafficking’’ means a 
person subjected to an act of trafficking. 

(b) Grants authorized 

The Attorney General may award grants to el-
igible entities to— 

(1) provide training to identify and protect 
victims of trafficking; 

(2) improve the quality and quantity of serv-
ices offered to trafficking survivors; and 

(3) improve victim service providers’ part-
nerships with Federal, State, tribal, and local 
law enforcement agencies and other relevant 
entities. 

(c) Use of funds 

A grant awarded under this section shall be 
used to— 

(1) train law enforcement personnel to iden-
tify and protect victims of trafficking, includ-
ing training such personnel to utilize Federal, 
State, or local resources to assist victims of 
trafficking; 

(2) train law enforcement or State or local 
prosecutors to identify, investigate, or pros-
ecute acts of trafficking; 

(3) train law enforcement or State or local 
prosecutors to utilize laws that prohibit acts 
of trafficking and to assist in the development 
of State and local laws to prohibit acts of traf-
ficking; 

(4) provide technical assistance on the range 
of services available to victim service provid-
ers who serve trafficking victims; 

(5) develop and distribute materials, includ-
ing materials identifying best practices in ac-
cordance with Federal law and policies, to sup-
port victim service providers working with 
human trafficking victims; 

(6) identify and disseminate other publicly 
available materials in accordance with Fed-
eral law to help build capacity of service pro-
viders; 

(7) provide training at relevant conferences, 
through webinars, or through other mecha-
nisms in accordance with Federal law; or 

(8) assist service providers in developing ad-
ditional resources such as partnerships with 
Federal, State, tribal, and local law enforce-
ment agencies and other relevant entities in 
order to access a range of available services in 
accordance with Federal law. 

(d) Restrictions 

(1) Administrative expenses 

An eligible entity that receives a grant 
under this section may use not more than 5 
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percent of the total amount of such grant for 
administrative expenses. 

(2) Nonexclusivity 

Nothing in this section may be construed to 
restrict the ability of an eligible entity to 
apply for or obtain funding from any other 
source to carry out the training described in 
subsection (c). 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$10,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2007 
through 2011 to carry out the provisions of this 
section. 

(Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 111, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 
Stat. 2984; Pub. L. 113–4, title XII, § 1212(b)(2)(D), 
Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 144; Pub. L. 115–392, § 10(a), 
Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5254.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14044f of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–392, § 10(a)(1), substituted ‘‘special-

ized human trafficking training and technical assist-

ance for service providers’’ for ‘‘law enforcement train-

ing programs’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 115–392, § 10(a)(2), substituted 

‘‘means—’’ and subpars. (A) to (F) for ‘‘means a State 

or a local government.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 115–392, § 10(a)(3), added subsec. (b) 

and struck out former subsec. (b). Prior to amendment, 

text read as follows: ‘‘The Attorney General may award 

grants to eligible entities to provide training to State 

and local law enforcement personnel to identify and 

protect victims of trafficking.’’ 

Subsec. (c)(4) to (8). Pub. L. 115–392, § 10(a)(4), added 

pars. (4) to (8). 

2013—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–4 substituted ‘‘para-

graph (9)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (8)’’. 

§ 20709. Combat Human Trafficking Act 

(a) Short title 

This section may be cited as the ‘‘Combat 
Human Trafficking Act of 2015’’. 

(b) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Commercial sex act; severe forms of traf-
ficking in persons; state; task force 

The terms ‘‘commercial sex act’’, ‘‘severe 
forms of trafficking in persons’’, ‘‘State’’, and 
‘‘Task Force’’ have the meanings given those 
terms in section 7102 of title 22. 

(2) Covered offender 

The term ‘‘covered offender’’ means an indi-
vidual who obtains, patronizes, or solicits a 
commercial sex act involving a person subject 
to severe forms of trafficking in persons. 

(3) Covered offense 

The term ‘‘covered offense’’ means the provi-
sion, obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting of a 
commercial sex act involving a person subject 
to severe forms of trafficking in persons. 

(4) Federal law enforcement officer 

The term ‘‘Federal law enforcement officer’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 115 
of title 18. 

(5) Local law enforcement officer 

The term ‘‘local law enforcement officer’’ 
means any officer, agent, or employee of a 
unit of local government authorized by law or 
by a local government agency to engage in or 
supervise the prevention, detection, investiga-
tion, or prosecution of any violation of crimi-
nal law. 

(6) State law enforcement officer 

The term ‘‘State law enforcement officer’’ 
means any officer, agent, or employee of a 
State authorized by law or by a State govern-
ment agency to engage in or supervise the pre-
vention, detection, investigation, or prosecu-
tion of any violation of criminal law. 

(c) Department of Justice training and policy for 
law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and 
judges 

(1) Training 

(A) Law enforcement officers 

The Attorney General shall ensure that 
each anti-human trafficking program oper-
ated by the Department of Justice, including 
each anti-human trafficking training pro-
gram for Federal, State, or local law en-
forcement officers, includes technical train-
ing on— 

(i) effective methods for investigating 
and prosecuting covered offenders; 

(ii) facilitating the provision of physical 
and mental health services by health care 
providers to persons subject to severe 
forms of trafficking in persons; 

(iii) individually screening all adults and 
children who are suspected of engaging in 
commercial sex acts or who are subject to 
labor exploitation that may be in violation 
of child labor laws to determine whether 
each individual screened is a victim of 
human trafficking; and 

(iv) how— 
(I) victims of sex or labor trafficking 

often engage in criminal acts as a direct 
result of severe trafficking in persons; 
and 

(II) such individuals are victims of a 
crime and affirmative measures should 
be taken to avoid arresting, charging, or 
prosecuting such individuals for any of-
fense that is the direct result of their 
victimization. 

(B) Federal prosecutors 

The Attorney General shall ensure that 
each anti-human trafficking program oper-
ated by the Department of Justice for 
United States attorneys or other Federal 
prosecutors includes training on seeking res-
titution for offenses under chapter 77 of title 
18 to ensure that each United States attor-
ney or other Federal prosecutor, upon ob-
taining a conviction for such an offense, re-
quests a specific amount of restitution for 
each victim of the offense without regard to 
whether the victim requests restitution. 

(C) Judges 

The Federal Judicial Center shall provide 
training to judges relating to the applica-
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