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‘“(iii) a description of the outcomes achieved by,
and any measurable benefits of, carrying out such
programs;

‘“(iv) an assessment of the effectiveness and the
efficiency of the implementation of such programs,
including a description of any barriers to accessing
and receiving care and services under such pro-
grams; and

‘“(v) such recommendations, including recom-
mendations for legislative or administrative action,
as the Secretary considers appropriate in light of
carrying out such programs.

‘(B) With respect to the program of comprehensive
assistance for family caregivers required by such sub-
section (a)(1)—

‘(1) a description of the outreach activities car-
ried out by the Secretary under such program;

‘“(ii) an assessment of the manner in which re-
sources are expended by the Secretary under such
program, particularly with respect to the provision
of monthly personal caregiver stipends under para-
graph (3)(A)(ii)(v) of such subsection (a); and

‘“(iii) an evaluation of the sufficiency and consist-
ency of the training provided to family caregivers
under such program in preparing family caregivers
to provide care to veterans under such program.
‘(C) With respect to the provision of general care-

giver support services required by such subsection
() (D)—

‘(i) a summary of the support services made
available under the program;

‘(ii) the number of caregivers who received sup-
port services under the program;

‘“(iii) the cost to the Department of providing
each support service provided under the program;
and

“(iv) such other information as the Secretary
considers appropriate.”

§1720H. Mental health treatment for veterans
who served in classified missions

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS.—(1) The
Secretary shall establish standards and proce-
dures to ensure that each eligible veteran may
access mental health care furnished by the Sec-
retary in a manner that fully accommodates the
obligation of the veteran to not improperly dis-
close classified information.

(2) In establishing standards and procedures
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consult
with the Secretary of Defense to ensure that
such standards and procedures are consistent
with the policies on classified information of the
Department of Defense.

(3) The Secretary shall disseminate guidance
to employees of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, including mental health professionals,
on the standards and procedures established
under paragraph (1) and how to best engage eli-
gible veterans during the course of mental
health treatment with respect to classified in-
formation.

(b) IDENTIFICATION.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall ensure that a veteran
may elect to identify as an eligible veteran on
an appropriate form.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘classified information’ means
any information or material that has been de-
termined by an official of the United States
pursuant to law to require protection against
unauthorized disclosure for reasons of na-
tional security.

(2) The term ‘‘eligible veteran’’ means a vet-
eran who—
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(A) is eligible to receive health care fur-
nished by the Department under this title;

(B) is seeking mental health treatment;
and

(C) in the course of serving in the Armed
Forces, participated in a sensitive mission
or served in a sensitive unit.

(3) The term ‘‘sensitive mission’” means a
mission of the Armed Forces that, at the time
at which an eligible veteran seeks treatment,
is classified.

(4) The term ‘‘sensitive unit’’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 130b(c)(4) of
title 10.

(Added Pub. L. 114-315, title VI, §605(b), Dec. 16,
2016, 130 Stat. 1571.)

§1720I. Mental and behavioral health care for
certain former members of the Armed Forces

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall furnish
to former members of the Armed Forces de-
scribed in subsection (b)—

(1) an initial mental health assessment; and

(2) the mental healthcare or behavioral
healthcare services authorized under this
chapter that are required to treat the mental
or behavioral health care needs of the former
service members, including risk of suicide or
harming others.

(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—A former member
of the Armed Forces described in this subsection
is an individual who—

(1) is a former member of the Armed Forces,
including the reserve components;

(2) while serving in the active military,
naval, or air service, was discharged or re-
leased therefrom under a condition that is not
honorable but not—

(A) a dishonorable discharge; or
(B) a discharge by court-martial;

(3) is not enrolled in the health care system
established by section 1705 of this title; and

(4)(A)(1) served in the Armed Forces for a pe-
riod of more than 100 cumulative days; and

(ii) was deployed in a theater of combat op-
erations, in support of a contingency oper-
ation, or in an area at a time during which
hostilities are occurring in that area during
such service, including by controlling an un-
manned aerial vehicle from a location other
than such theater or area; or

(B) while serving in the Armed Forces, was
the victim of a physical assault of a sexual na-
ture, a battery of a sexual nature, or sexual
harassment (as defined in section 1720D(f) of
this title).

(c) NON-DEPARTMENT CARE.—(1) In furnishing
mental or behavioral health care services to an
individual under this section, the Secretary may
provide such mental or behavioral health care
services at a non-Department facility if—

(A) in the judgment of a mental health pro-
fessional employed by the Department, the re-
ceipt of mental or behavioral health care serv-
ices by that individual in facilities of the De-
partment would be clinically inadvisable; or

(B) facilities of the Department are not ca-
pable of furnishing such mental or behavioral
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health care services to that individual eco-

nomically because of geographical inacces-

sibility.

(2) The Secretary shall carry out paragraph (1)
pursuant to section 1703 of this title or any
other provision of law authorizing the Secretary
to enter into contracts or agreements to furnish
hospital care and medical services to veterans at
non-Department facilities.

(d) SETTING AND REFERRALS.—In furnishing
mental and behavioral health care services to
individuals under this section, the Secretary
shall—

(1) seek to ensure that such services are fur-
nished in settings that are therapeutically ap-
propriate, taking into account the circum-
stances that resulted in the need for such serv-
ices; and

(2) provide referral services to assist former
members who are not eligible for services
under this chapter to obtain services from
sources outside the Department.

(e) INFORMATION.—The Secretary shall provide
information on the mental and behavioral
health care services available under this section.
Efforts by the Secretary to provide such infor-
mation—

(1) shall include notification of each eligible
individual described in subsection (b) about
the eligibility of the individual for covered
mental and behavioral health care under this
section not later than the later of—

(A) 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of the Military Construction, Veterans
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2018; or

(B) 180 days after the date on which the in-
dividual was discharged or released from the
active military, naval, or air service;

(2) shall include availability of a toll-free
telephone number (commonly referred to as an
800 number);

(3) shall ensure that information about the
mental health care services available under
this section—

(A) is revised and updated as appropriate;

(B) is made available and visibly posted at
appropriate facilities of the Department; and

(C) is made available to State veteran
agencies and through appropriate public in-
formation services; and

(4) shall include coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense seeking to ensure that mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and individuals who
are being separated from active military,
naval, or air service are provided appropriate
information about programs, requirements,
and procedures for applying for mental health
care services under this section.

(f) ANNUAL REPORTS.—(1) Not less frequently
than once each year, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives a report on the
mental and behavioral health care services pro-
vided under this section.

(2) Each report submitted under paragraph (1)
shall include, with respect to the year preceding
the submittal of the report, the following:
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(A) The number of eligible individuals who
were furnished mental or behavioral health
care services under this section, disaggregated
by the number of men who received such serv-
ices and the number of women who received
such services.

(B) The number of individuals who requested
an initial mental health assessment under
subsection (a)(1).

(C) Such other information as the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(Added Pub. L. 115-141, div. J, title II, §258(a),
Mar. 23, 2018, 132 Stat. 826, §1712I; renumbered
§1720I, Pub. L. 115-182, title V, §511, June 6, 2018,
132 Stat. 1481; amended Pub. L. 115-251, title II,
§205, Sept. 29, 2018, 132 Stat. 3173.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of the enactment of the Military Construc-
tion, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2018, referred to in subsec. (e)(1)(A), is the
date of enactment of div. J of Pub. L. 115-141, which
was approved Mar. 23, 2018.

AMENDMENTS

2018—Pub. L. 115-182 renumbered section 17121 of this
title as this section.

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 115-251 substituted ‘‘is not en-
rolled”’ for ‘‘is not otherwise eligible to enroll’’.

SUBCHAPTER III—MISCELLANEOUS PROVI-

SIONS RELATING TO HOSPITAL AND
NURSING HOME CARE AND MEDICAL
TREATMENT OF VETERANS

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-581, title II, §202(i), Oct. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 28566, inserted ‘“‘AND NURSING HOME” in sub-
chapter heading.

§1721. Power to make rules and regulations

Rules and regulations prescribed under section
501(a) of this title shall include rules and regula-
tions to promote good conduct on the part of
persons who are receiving hospital, nursing
home, and domiciliary care and medical services
in Department facilities. The Secretary may
prescribe in rules and regulations under such
section limitations in connection with the fur-
nishing of such care and services during a period
of national emergency (other than a period of
war or an emergency described in section 8111A
of this title).

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1143, §621;
Pub. L. 94-581, title II, §§202(j), 210(a)(8), Oct. 21,
1976, 90 Stat. 2856, 2863; Pub. L. 100-322, title I,
§133, May 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 507; Pub. L. 102-40,
title IV, §402(d)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 239; re-
numbered §1721 and amended Pub. L. 102-83,
§§2(c)(D), 4(a)3), (4D, (b)), 2)(E), 5(a), Aug. 6,
1991, 105 Stat. 402, 404-406.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Prior section 1721 was renumbered section 3521 of this
title.

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 621 of
this title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1),
retary’ for ““Administrator”.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘‘Department”
for ““Veterans’ Administration”.

(2)(E), substituted ‘‘Sec-
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