
Page 578 TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS § 3233 

that the individual’s whereabouts is unknown and the 
funds shall be transferred as directed in such section.’’ 

1983—Pub. L. 98–160 struck out the comma after ‘‘title 
31’’ and substituted ‘‘such section’’ for ‘‘section 
1322(a)’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–258 substituted ‘‘section 1322(a) of 
title 31’’ and ‘‘section 1322(a)’’ for ‘‘subsection (a) of 
section 725s of title 31’’ and ‘‘the last proviso of that 
subsection’’, respectively. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–419 effective Mar. 1, 2001, 
and applicable with respect to licensing and certifi-
cation tests approved by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs on or after such date, see section 122(d) of Pub. L. 
106–419, set out as a note under section 3032 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1977, see section 406 of Pub. 
L. 94–502, set out as a note under section 3201 of this 
title. 

§ 3233. Apprenticeship or other on-job training 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 
section, the amount of the monthly benefit pay-
ment to an individual pursuing a full-time pro-
gram of apprenticeship or other on-job training 
under this chapter is— 

(1) for each of the first six months of the in-
dividual’s pursuit of such program, 75 percent 
of the monthly benefit payment otherwise 
payable to such individual under this chapter; 

(2) for each of the second six months of the 
individual’s pursuit of such program, 55 per-
cent of such monthly benefit payment; and 

(3) for each of the months following the first 
12 months of the individual’s pursuit of such 
program, 35 percent of such monthly benefit 
payment. 

(b) In any month in which an individual pursu-
ing a program of education consisting of a pro-
gram of apprenticeship or other on-job training 
fails to complete 120 hours of training, the 
amount of the monthly benefit payment payable 
under this chapter to the individual shall be 
limited to the same proportion of the applicable 
rate determined under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion as the number of hours worked during such 
month, rounded to the nearest eight hours, 
bears to 120 hours. 

(c) For each month that an individual is paid 
a monthly benefit payment under this chapter, 
the individual’s entitlement under this chapter 
shall be charged at the rate of— 

(1) 75 percent of a month in the case of pay-
ments made in accordance with subsection 
(a)(1) of this section; 

(2) 55 percent of a month in the case of pay-
ments made in accordance with subsection 
(a)(2) of this section; and 

(3) 35 percent of a month in the case of pay-
ments made in accordance with subsection 
(a)(3) of this section. 

(d) For any month in which an individual fails 
to complete 120 hours of training, the entitle-
ment otherwise chargeable under subsection (c) 
of this section shall be reduced in the same pro-
portion as the monthly benefit payment payable 
is reduced under subsection (b) of this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–576, title III, § 310(b)(2), Oct. 28, 
1986, 100 Stat. 3271, § 1633; amended Pub. L. 

101–237, title IV, § 423(a)(7), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 
2091; renumbered § 3233, Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), 
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 renumbered section 1633 of this 
title as this section. 

1989—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–237 added subsec. (d). 

INCREASE IN BENEFIT FOR INDIVIDUALS PURSUING AP-
PRENTICESHIP OR ON-JOB TRAINING; POST-VIETNAM 
ERA VETERANS’ EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE 

Pub. L. 108–454, title I, § 103(b), Dec. 10, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3600, provided that: ‘‘For months beginning on or after 
October 1, 2005, and before January 1, 2008, subsection 
(a) of section 3233 of title 38, United States Code, shall 
be applied as if— 

‘‘(1) the reference to ‘75 percent’ in paragraph (1) 
were a reference to ‘85 percent’; 

‘‘(2) the reference to ‘55 percent’ in paragraph (2) 
were a reference to ‘65 percent’; and 

‘‘(3) the reference to ‘35 percent’ in paragraph (3) 
were a reference to ‘45 percent’.’’ 

§ 3234. Tutorial assistance 

(a) An individual entitled to benefits under 
this chapter shall also be entitled to the benefits 
provided an eligible veteran under section 3492 
of this title, subject to the conditions applicable 
to an eligible veteran under such section. Any 
amount paid to an individual under this section 
shall be in addition to the amount of other bene-
fits paid under this chapter. 

(b) An individual’s period of entitlement to 
educational assistance under this chapter shall 
be charged only with respect to the amount of 
educational assistance paid to the individual 
under this section in excess of $600. 

(c) An individual’s period of entitlement to 
educational assistance under this chapter shall 
be charged at the rate of one month for each 
amount of assistance paid to the individual 
under this section in excess of $600 that is equal 
to the amount of monthly educational assist-
ance the individual is otherwise eligible to re-
ceive for full-time pursuit of an institutional 
course under this chapter. 

(d) Payments of benefits under this section 
shall be made— 

(1) in the case of the first $600 of such bene-
fits paid to an individual, from funds appro-
priated, or otherwise available, to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the payment of 
readjustment benefits; and 

(2) in the case of payments to an individual 
for such benefits in excess of $600, from the 
fund from contributions made to the fund by 
the veteran and by the Secretary of Defense in 
the same proportion as these contributions are 
used to pay other educational assistance to 
the individual under this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–689, title I, § 107(b)(1), Nov. 18, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4168, § 1634; amended Pub. L. 
101–237, title IV, § 423(b)(1)(B), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 
Stat. 2092; renumbered § 3234 and amended Pub. 
L. 102–83, § 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), renumbered section 1634 of 
this title as this section. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted ‘‘3492’’ 
for ‘‘1692’’. 
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1989—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 101–237 substituted ‘‘De-
partment of Veterans Affairs’’ for ‘‘Veterans’ Adminis-
tration’’. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ADMINISTRATION 

§ 3241. Requirements 

(a)(1) The provisions of sections 3470, 3471, 3474, 
3476, 3483, 3485, and 3491(a)(1) of this title and the 
provisions of chapter 36 of this title (with the 
exception of section 3687) shall be applicable 
with respect to individuals who are pursuing 
programs of education while serving on active 
duty. 

(2) The Secretary may, without regard to the 
application to this chapter of so much of the 
provisions of section 3471 of this title as prohibit 
the enrollment of an eligible veteran in a pro-
gram of education in which the veteran is ‘‘al-
ready qualified’’, and pursuant to such regula-
tions as the Secretary shall prescribe, approve 
the enrollment of such individual in refresher 
courses (including courses which will permit 
such individual to update knowledge and skills 
or be instructed in the technological advances 
which have occurred in the individual’s field of 
employment during and since the period of such 
veteran’s active military service), deficiency 
courses, or other preparatory or special edu-
cation or training courses necessary to enable 
the individual to pursue an approved program of 
education. 

(b) The Secretary may approve the pursuit of 
flight training (in addition to a course of flight 
training that may be approved under section 
3680A(b) of this title) by an individual entitled 
to basic educational assistance under this chap-
ter if— 

(1) such training is generally accepted as 
necessary for the attainment of a recognized 
vocational objective in the field of aviation; 

(2) the individual possesses a valid pilot cer-
tificate and meets, on the day the individual 
begins a course of flight training, the medical 
requirements necessary for a commercial pilot 
certificate; and 

(3) the flight school courses meet Federal 
Aviation Administration standards for such 
courses and are approved by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and the State approving 
agency. 

(c) The provisions of sections 3470, 3471, 3474, 
3476, 3483, and 3491(a) (other than clause (1)) of 
this title and the provisions of chapter 36 of this 
title (with the exception of section 3687) shall be 
applicable with respect to individuals who are 
pursuing programs of education following dis-
charge or release from active duty. 

(Added Pub. L. 94–502, title IV, § 404, Oct. 15, 1976, 
90 Stat. 2397, § 1641; amended Pub. L. 96–466, title 
IV, § 405, Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 2202; Pub. L. 97–35, 
title XX, § 2003(a)(2), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 782; 
Pub. L. 99–576, title III, §§ 308(b), 310(c), Oct. 28, 
1986, 100 Stat. 3270, 3272; Pub. L. 100–689, title I, 
§ 106(b), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4167; Pub. L. 
101–237, title IV, § 423(a)(5)(B), (b)(1)(A), Dec. 18, 
1989, 103 Stat. 2091, 2092; Pub. L. 102–16, §§ 2(b)(2), 
7(a), Mar. 22, 1991, 105 Stat. 49, 51; renumbered 
§ 3241 and amended Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), (c)(1), 
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406; Pub. L. 102–568, title 

III, § 313(a)(5), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4332; Pub. L. 
103–446, title VI, § 601(b), title XII, § 1201(d)(12), 
Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4670, 4684; Pub. L. 105–368, 
title II, § 204(a), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3327.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105–368 substituted ‘‘pilot 
certificate’’ for ‘‘pilot’s license’’ in two places and in-
serted ‘‘, on the day the individual begins a course of 
flight training,’’ after ‘‘meets’’. 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–446, § 601(b), struck out 
‘‘(1)’’ before ‘‘The Secretary may approve’’, redesig-
nated subpars. (A) to (C) as pars. (1) to (3), respectively, 
and struck out former par. (2) which read as follows: 
‘‘This subsection shall not apply to a course of flight 
training that commences on or after October 1, 1994.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–446, § 1201(d)(12), struck out 
‘‘1663,’’ after ‘‘sections’’. 

1992—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102–568, § 313(a)(5)(A), 
struck out ‘‘3473,’’ after ‘‘3471,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 102–568, § 313(a)(5)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘3680A(b)’’ for ‘‘3473(b)’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–568, § 313(a)(5)(A), struck out 
‘‘3473,’’ after ‘‘3471,’’. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), renumbered section 1641 of 
this title as this section. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘3470, 3471, 3473, 3474, 3476, 3483, 3485, and 3491(a)(1)’’ for 
‘‘1670, 1671, 1673, 1674, 1676, 1683, 1685, and 1691(a)(1)’’ and 
‘‘3687’’ for ‘‘1787’’. 

Pub. L. 102–16, § 2(b)(2), struck out ‘‘1663,’’ before 
‘‘1670,’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘3471’’ for ‘‘1671’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘3473(b)’’ for ‘‘1673(b)’’ in par. (1). 

Pub. L. 102–16, § 7(a)(2), added subsec. (b). Former sub-
sec. (b) redesignated (c). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted ‘‘3470, 
3471, 3473, 3474, 3476, 3483, and 3491(a)’’ for ‘‘1670, 1671, 
1673, 1674, 1676, 1683, and 1691(a)’’ and ‘‘3687’’ for ‘‘1787’’. 

Pub. L. 102–16, § 7(a)(1), redesignated subsec. (b) as (c). 
1989—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 101–237, § 423(b)(1)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever ap-
pearing. 

Pub. L. 101–237, § 423(a)(5)(B), substituted ‘‘employ-
ment during and since the period of such veteran’s ac-
tive military service)’’ for ‘‘employment)’’. 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–689, § 106(b)(1), des-
ignated existing provision as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–689, § 106(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘1691(a) (other than clause (1))’’ for ‘‘1691(a)(1)’’. 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–576, §§ 308(b), 310(c)(1), (2), 
designated existing provisions as subsec. (a), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 1787) shall be applicable with respect 
to individuals who are pursuing programs of education 
while serving on active duty’’ for ‘‘sections 1777, 1780(c), 
and 1787) shall be applicable to the program’’, and in-
serted ‘‘1685,’’ after ‘‘1683,’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–576, § 310(c)(3), added subsec. 
(b). 

1981—Pub. L. 97–35 struck out references to sections 
1677 and 1681(c) of this title. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–466 inserted ‘‘1663,’’ before ‘‘1670,’’ and 
substituted ‘‘and 1691(a)(1)’’ for ‘‘1696, and 1698’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–368 applicable with re-
spect to courses of flight training beginning on or after 
Oct. 1, 1998, see section 204(c) of Pub. L. 105–368, set out 
as a note under section 16136 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 601(b) of Pub. L. 103–446 effec-
tive Oct. 1, 1994, see section 601(d) of Pub. L. 103–446, set 
out as a note under section 3034 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 7(a) of Pub. L. 102–16 effective 
Apr. 1, 1991, see section 7(c) of Pub. L. 102–16, set out as 
a note under section 3231 of this title. 
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