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‘“(¢)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this sub-
section—

‘“(A) the provisions of this Act [see Short Title note
set out under section 101 of this title] shall not affect
suits commenced prior to the date this section takes
effect; and

‘“(B) in all such suits proceedings shall be had, ap-
peals taken, and judgments rendered, in the same
manner and effect as if this Act [see Short Title note
set out under section 101 of this title] had not been
enacted.

No suit, action, or other proceeding commenced by or
against any officer in his official capacity as an officer
of any department or agency, functions of which are
transferred by this Act [see Short Title note set out
under section 101 of this title] shall abate by reason of
the enactment of this Act. No cause of action by or
against any department or agency, functions of which
are transferred by this Act, or by or against any officer
thereof in his official capacity shall abate by reason of
the enactment of this Act. Causes of actions, suits, ac-
tions, or other proceedings may be asserted by or
against the Postal Service or such official of that Serv-
ice as may be appropriate and, in any litigation pend-
ing when this section takes effect, the court may at
any time, on its own motion or that of any party, enter
an order which will give effect to the provisions of this
subsection.

‘(2) If before the date on which any provision of this
Act [see Short Title note set out under section 101 of
this title] takes effect, any department or agency, or
officer thereof in his official capacity, is a party to a
suit, and under this Act—

‘“(A) such department or agency is transferred to
the Postal Service; or

‘“(B) any function of such department, agency, or
officer is transferred to the Postal Service;

such suit shall be continued by the Postal Service.

“(d) The amendment of any statute by this Act [see
Short Title note set out under section 101 of this title]
shall not release or extinguish any criminal prosecu-
tion, penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under
such statute, unless the amending Act shall so ex-
pressly provide, and such statute shall be treated as
still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining
any proper action or prosecution for the enforcement of
such prosecution, penalty, forfeiture, or liability.

‘‘(e) With respect to any function, power, or duty
transferred by this Act [see Short Title note set out
under section 101 of this title] and exercised after the
effective date of this Act, reference in any other Fed-
eral law to any department or agency, officer, or office
so transferred, or functions of which are so transferred,
shall be deemed to mean the officer or agency of the
Postal Service in which this Act vests such function
after such transfer.

“(f) Provisions of title 39, United States Code, in ef-
fect immediately prior to the effective date of this sec-
tion, but not reenacted by this Act [see Short Title
note set out under section 101 of this title], shall re-
main in force as rules or regulations of the Postal Serv-
ice established by this Act, to the extent the Postal
Service is authorized to adopt such provisions as rules
or regulations, until they are revoked, amended, or re-
vised by the Postal Service.

“(g) Notwithstanding section 202 of title 39, United
States Code, as enacted by section 2 of this Act, Gov-
ernors of the Board of Governors of the Postal Service
may be paid $300 a day for not more than 60 days of
meetings in each of the first 2 years following the effec-
tive date of such section 202 [see section 15(b) of Pub.
L. 91-375 set out as an Effective Date note above].”

Provisions of section 5 of Pub. L. 91-375 effective
within 1 year after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established
therefor by the Board of Governors of the United States
Postal Service and published by it in the Federal Reg-
ister, see section 15(a) of Pub. L. 91-375, set out as an
Effective Date note above.

CORRESPONDING REFERENCES

Pub. L. 91-375, §6(0)-(q), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 783, pro-
vided that:
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‘“(0) Whenever any reference is made in any provision
of law (other than this Act [see Short Title note set out
under section 101 of this title] or a provision of law
amended by this Act), regulation, rule, record, or docu-
ment to the Post Office Department, the Postal Serv-
ice, the postal field service, the field postal service, or
the departmental service or departmental headquarters
of the Post Office Department, such reference shall be
considered a reference to the United States Postal
Service. Any reference to any officer or employee of
the Post Office Department, the Postal Service, the
postal field service, the field postal service, or the de-
partmental service or departmental headquarters of
the Post Office Department shall be deemed a reference
to the appropriate officer or employee of the United
States Postal Service.

‘“(p) Whenever reference is made in any provision of
law (other than this Act [see Short Title note set out
under section 101 of this title] or provision of law
amended by this Act), regulation, rule, record, or docu-
ment to a postal inspector or chief postal inspector of
the Post Office Department, such reference shall be
deemed to be a reference to the appropriate officer or
employee of the United States Postal Service who per-
forms duties related to the inspection of postal mat-
ters.

‘“(q) Whenever reference is made in any law to title
39, United States Code, or provision of that title, as
such title or provision existed prior to the effective
date of this section [see Effective Date note set out
above], that reference shall be considered a reference to
the appropriate provision of title 39, as amended by sec-
tion 2 of this Act, unless no such provision is included
therein.”

Provisions of section 6(0) to (q) of Pub. L. 91-375 effec-
tive within 1 year after Aug. 12, 1970, on date estab-
lished therefor by the Board of Governors and published
by it in the Federal Register, see section 15(a) of Pub.
L. 91-375, set out as an Effective Date note above.

SEPARABILITY; LEGISLATIVE CONSTRUCTION

Pub. L. 91-375, §11, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 785, provided
that:

‘“(a) If a part of title 39, United States Code, as en-
acted by section 2 of this Act, is held invalid, the re-
mainder of such title shall not be affected thereby; and
if any other part of this Act [see Short Title note set
out under section 101 of this title] is held to be invalid,
the remainder of the Act shall not be affected thereby.

““(b) An inference of a legislative construction is not
to be drawn by reason of a chapter in title 39, United
States Code, as enacted by section 2 of this Act in
which a section is placed nor by reason of the caption
or catchline.”

Provisions of section 11 of Pub. L. 91-375 effective
Aug. 12, 1970, see section 15(a) of Pub. L. 91-375, set out
as an Effective Date note above.

PART I—GENERAL

Chap. Sec.
1 Postal Policy and Definitions .......... 101
2. Organization 201
4, General Authority ..., 401
5. Postal Regulatory Commission ....... 501
6 Private Carriage of Letters .......c.cc.. 601

AMENDMENTS

2006—Pub. L. 109-435, title VI, §601(c), Dec. 20, 2006, 120
Stat. 3239, added item for chapter 5.

CHAPTER 1—POSTAL POLICY AND

DEFINITIONS
Sec.
101. Postal policy.
102. Definitions.

§ 101. Postal policy

(a) The United States Postal Service shall be
operated as a basic and fundamental service pro-
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vided to the people by the Government of the
United States, authorized by the Constitution,
created by Act of Congress, and supported by the
people. The Postal Service shall have as its
basic function the obligation to provide postal
services to bind the Nation together through the
personal, educational, literary, and business cor-
respondence of the people. It shall provide
prompt, reliable, and efficient services to pa-
trons in all areas and shall render postal serv-
ices to all communities. The costs of establish-
ing and maintaining the Postal Service shall not
be apportioned to impair the overall value of
such service to the people.

(b) The Postal Service shall provide a maxi-
mum degree of effective and regular postal serv-
ices to rural areas, communities, and small
towns where post offices are not self-sustaining.
No small post office shall be closed solely for op-
erating at a deficit, it being the specific intent
of the Congress that effective postal services be
insured to residents of both urban and rural
communities.

(c) As an employer, the Postal Service shall
achieve and maintain compensation for its offi-
cers and employees comparable to the rates and
types of compensation paid in the private sector
of the economy of the United States. It shall
place particular emphasis upon opportunities for
career advancements of all officers and employ-
ees and the achievement of worthwhile and sat-
isfying careers in the service of the United
States.

(d) Postal rates shall be established to appor-
tion the costs of all postal operations to all
users of the mail on a fair and equitable basis.

(e) In determining all policies for postal serv-
ices, the Postal Service shall give the highest
consideration to the requirement for the most
expeditious collection, transportation, and de-
livery of important letter mail.

(f) In selecting modes of transportation, the
Postal Service shall give highest consideration
to the prompt and economical delivery of all
mail. Modern methods of transporting mail by
containerization and programs designed to
achieve overnight transportation to the destina-
tion of important letter mail to all parts of the
Nation shall be a primary goal of postal oper-
ations.

(2) In planning and building new postal facili-
ties, the Postal Service shall emphasize the need
for facilities and equipment designed to create
desirable working conditions for its officers and
employees, a maximum degree of convenience
for efficient postal services, proper access to ex-
isting and future air and surface transportation
facilities, and control of costs to the Postal
Service.

(Pub. L. 91-375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 719; Pub. L.
110405, §2(b)(9), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4289.)

AMENDMENTS

2008—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 110-405 substituted ‘‘mail.”
for ‘““mail and shall make a fair and equitable distribu-
tion of mail business to carriers providing similar
modes of transportation services to the Postal Serv-
ice.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 110-405, §2(c), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4290, pro-
vided that: ‘“The amendments made by this section
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[amending this section, sections 3401 and 5402 of this
title, and sections 41901 to 41904 and 41910 of Title 49,
Transportation, renumbering former sections 41906,
41909, 41910, and 41912 of Title 49 as sections 41905, 41906,
41907, and 41908 of Title 49, respectively, and repealing
former sections 41905, 41907, 41908, and 41911 of Title 49]
shall take effect on October 1, 2008.”

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Jan. 20, 1971, pursuant to Resolution
No. 71-10 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of
Pub. L. 91-375, set out as a note preceding this section.

SHORT TITLE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 114-99, §1, Dec. 11, 2015, 129 Stat. 2201, provided
that: ““This Act [amending section 414 of this title] may
be cited as the ‘Breast Cancer Research Stamp Reau-
thorization Act of 2015°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2014 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 113-165, §1, Sept. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 1878, pro-
vided that: “This Act [amending provisions set out as
a note under section 416 of this title] may be cited as
the ‘Multinational Species Conservation Funds
Semipostal Stamp Reauthorization Act of 2013°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 111-155, §1, Apr. 7, 2010, 124 Stat. 1112, provided
that: ‘“This Act [amending section 3001 of this title]
may be cited as the ‘Prevent Deceptive Census Look
Alike Mailings Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 110-405, §1, Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4287, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [amending this section, sections
3401 and 5402 of this title, and sections 41901 to 41904 and
41910 of Title 49, Transportation, renumbering former
sections 41906, 41909, 41910, and 41912 of Title 49 as sec-
tions 41905, 41906, 41907, and 41908 of Title 49, respec-
tively, repealing former sections 41905, 41907, 41908, and
41911 of Title 49, and enacting provisions set out as a
note under this section] may be cited as the ‘Air Car-
riage of International Mail Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2006 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 109-435, §1(a), Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 3198, pro-
vided that: “This Act [see Tables for classification]
may be cited as the ‘Postal Accountability and En-
hancement Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2004 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 108447, div. J, title III, §301(a), Dec. 8, 2004,
118 Stat. 3350, provided that: ‘““This title [amending sec-
tion 5402 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Rural Air
Service Improvement Act of 2004’.”’

SHORT TITLE OF 2003 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 108-86, §1, Sept. 30, 2003, 117 Stat. 1052, pro-
vided that: “This Act [amending section 1004 of this
title and enacting provisions set out as notes under sec-
tion 1004 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Postmasters
Equity Act of 2003°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 107-206, title III, §3002(a), Aug. 2, 2002, 116
Stat. 910, provided that: ““This title [amending section
5402 of this title, section 2703 of Title 19, Customs Du-
ties, section 1626 of Title 43, Public Lands, and section
41901 of Title 49, Transportation, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under section 5402 of this title,
section 112 of Title 1, General Provisions, and sections
2703 and 3203 of Title 19] may be cited as the ‘Rural
Service Improvement Act of 2002°.”’

SHORT TITLE OF 2001 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 107-67, title VI, §650(a), Nov. 12, 2001, 115 Stat.
5566, provided that: ‘“This section [amending section 414
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of this title and enacting provisions set out as a note
under section 414 of this title] may be cited as the
‘Breast Cancer Research Stamp Act of 2001’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106-253, §1, July 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 634, pro-
vided that: ““This Act [enacting section 416 of this title,
amending section 414 of this title, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under sections 414 and 416 of this
title] may be cited as the ‘Semipostal Authorization
Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1998 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-241, §1, Sept. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 1572, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting section 415 of this title
and amending sections 404 and 3622 of this title, section
7902 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees, and sections 6562 and 668 of Title 29, Labor] may be
cited as the ‘Postal Employees Safety Enhancement
Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1997 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 10541, §1, Aug. 13, 1997, 111 Stat. 1119, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting section 414 of this title
and provisions set out as a note under section 414 of
this title] may be cited as the ‘Stamp Out Breast Can-
cer Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1993 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 103-123, title VII, §701(a), Oct. 28, 1993, 107
Stat. 1267, provided that: ‘“This title [enacting section
3642 of this title, amending sections 410, 2401, 3202, 3601,
3625 to 3627, and 3683 of this title, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under sections 2401, 3621, 3626, and
3683 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Revenue Forgone
Reform Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 94421, §1, Sept. 24, 1976, 90 Stat. 1303, pro-
vided: ‘“That this Act [amending sections 404, 2003, 2401,
3601, 3604, 3622, 3623, 3624, 3626, 3641, and 3683 of this title,
and enacting provisions set out as notes under sections
404, 3601, 3624, 3641, and 3661 of this title] may be cited
as the ‘Postal Reorganization Act Amendments of
1976°.”

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 91-375, §1, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 719, provided:
“That this Act [revising this title, enacting sections
1735 to 1737 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure,
amending section 356 of Title 2, The Congress, section
19 of Title 3, The President, sections 101, 104, 2104, 2105,
3104, 3304a, 4301, 5102, 5303, 5304, 5312, 5314 to 5316, 5541,
6301, 6323, 7101, and 8344 of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, sections 24 seventh par., 1701d-3,
and 1701le of Title 12, Banks and Banking, section 637 of
Title 15, Commerce and Trade, section 460/-1 of Title 16,
Conservation, section 8 of former Title 17, Copyrights,
sections 12, 440, 441, 500, 501, 612, 876, 877, 1114, 1303, 1341,
1342, 1463, 1696, 1699, 1703, 1704, 1707, 1709 to 1713, 1715,
1716, 1716A, 1717, 1718, 1721 to 1725, 1729, 1730, 1733, and
3061 of Title 18, section 611 of Title 22, Foreign Rela-
tions and Intercourse, sections 72 fifth par., 129, and
T24a of former Title 31, Money and Finance, sections
356, 474, 615, 723, and 724 of former Title 40, Public Build-
ings, Property, and Works, and section 2942 of Title 42,
The Public Health and Welfare, repealing section 3327
of Title 5 and section 1028 of former Title 31, and enact-
ing provisions set out as notes under this section and
sections 201, 601, 1001, 1003, 1201, 2002, 2004, 3010, and 3621
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Postal Reorganization
Act’.”

§ 102. Definitions

As used in this title—

(1) “‘Postal Service” means the United
States Postal Service established by section
201 of this title;
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(2) “Board of Governors’, and ‘‘Board’’, un-
less the context otherwise requires, mean the
Board of Governors established under section
202 of this title;

(3) ““‘Governors’ means the 9 members of the
Board of Governors appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, under section 202(a) of this title;

(4) “Inspector General’ means the Inspector
General appointed under section 202(e) of this
title;

(5) “postal service” refers to the delivery of
letters, printed matter, or mailable packages,
including acceptance, collection, sorting,
transportation, or other functions ancillary
thereto;

(6) ‘“‘product’” means a postal service with a
distinct cost or market characteristic for
which a rate or rates are, or may reasonably
be, applied;

(7) “‘rates’, as used with respect to products,
includes fees for postal services;

(8) “market-dominant product’ or ‘‘product
in the market-dominant category of mail”
means a product subject to subchapter I of
chapter 36;

(9) ‘“‘competitive product’ or ‘“‘product in the
competitive category of mail”’ means a prod-
uct subject to subchapter II of chapter 36; and

(10) ““‘year’’, as used in chapter 36 (other than
subchapters I and VI thereof), means a fiscal
year.

(Pub. L. 91-375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 720; Pub. L.
104-208, div. A, title I, §101(f) [title VI,
§662(a)(2)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-314,
3009-379; Pub. L. 109-435, title I, §101, Dec. 20,
2006, 120 Stat. 3199.)

AMENDMENTS

2006—Pars. (5) to (10). Pub. L. 109-435 added pars. (5)
to (10).
1996—Par. (4). Pub. L. 104-208 added par. (4).

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution
No. 71-9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of
Pub. L. 91-375, set out as a note preceding section 101
of this title.

CHAPTER 2—ORGANIZATION

Sec.

201. United States Postal Service.

202. Board of Governors.

203. Postmaster General; Deputy Postmaster Gen-
eral.

204. General Counsel; Judicial Officer; Chief Post-
al Inspector.

205. Procedures of the Board of Governors.

206. Advisory Council.

207. Seal.

208. Reservation of powers.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title I, §101(f) [title VI,
§662(£)(2)(B)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-314, 3009-383,
in item 204 substituted ‘‘General Counsel; Judicial Offi-
cer; Chief Postal Inspector’ for ‘‘Assistant Postmasters
General; General Counsel; Judicial Officer’.

§201. United States Postal Service

There is established, as an independent estab-
lishment of the executive branch of the Govern-
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