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FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 114–98, § 2, Dec. 11, 2015, 129 Stat. 2199, provided 
that: ‘‘Congress finds that— 

‘‘(1) the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 
1996 (Public Law 104–182) [see Short Title of 1996 
Amendments note set out under section 201 of this 
title] authorized technical assistance for small and 
rural communities to assist those communities in 
complying with regulations promulgated pursuant to 
the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.); 

‘‘(2) technical assistance and compliance training— 
‘‘(A) ensures that Federal regulations do not 

overwhelm the resources of small and rural commu-
nities; and 

‘‘(B) provides small and rural communities lack-
ing technical resources with the necessary skills to 
improve and protect water resources; 
‘‘(3) across the United States, more than 90 percent 

of the community water systems serve a population 
of less than 10,000 individuals; 

‘‘(4) small and rural communities have the greatest 
difficulty providing safe, affordable public drinking 
water and wastewater services due to limited econo-
mies of scale and lack of technical expertise; and 

‘‘(5) in addition to being the main source of compli-
ance assistance, small and rural water technical as-
sistance has been the main source of emergency re-
sponse assistance in small and rural communities.’’ 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH REVIEW 

Pub. L. 104–182, title II, § 202, Aug. 6, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1682, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall— 
‘‘(1) develop a strategic plan for drinking water re-

search activities throughout the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (in this section referred to as the 
‘Agency’); 

‘‘(2) integrate that strategic plan into ongoing 
Agency planning activities; and 

‘‘(3) review all Agency drinking water research to 
ensure the research— 

‘‘(A) is of high quality; and 
‘‘(B) does not duplicate any other research being 

conducted by the Agency. 
‘‘(b) PLAN.—The Administrator shall transmit the 

plan to the Committees on Commerce [now Energy and 
Commerce] and Science [now Science, Space, and Tech-
nology] of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the plan shall be made available to the public.’’ 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR GROUND WATER RESEARCH 

Pub. L. 104–182, title II, § 203, Aug. 6, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1683, provided that: ‘‘The Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, acting through the Robert 
S. Kerr Environmental Research Laboratory, is author-
ized to reestablish a partnership between the Labora-
tory and the National Center for Ground Water Re-
search, a university consortium, to conduct research, 
training, and technology transfer for ground water 
quality protection and restoration. No funds are au-
thorized by this section.’’ 

COMPARATIVE HEALTH EFFECTS ASSESSMENT 

Pub. L. 99–339, title III, § 304(b), June 19, 1986, 100 Stat. 
667, provided that: ‘‘The Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall conduct a comparative 
health effects assessment, using available data, to com-
pare the public health effects (both positive and nega-
tive) associated with water treatment chemicals and 
their byproducts to the public health effects associated 
with contaminants found in public water supplies. Not 
later than 18 months after the date of the enactment of 
this Act [June 19, 1986], the Administrator shall submit 
a report to the Congress setting forth the results of 
such assessment.’’ 

§ 300j–1a. Innovative water technology grant pro-
gram 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Administrator 

The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) Eligible entity 

The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means— 
(A) a public water system (as defined 

under section 300f(4) of this title); 
(B) an institution of higher education; 
(C) a research institution or foundation; 
(D) a regional water organization; or 
(E) a nonprofit organization described in 

section 300j–1(e)(8) of this title. 

(b) Grant program authorized 

The Administrator shall carry out a grant pro-
gram for the purpose of accelerating the devel-
opment and deployment of innovative water 
technologies that address pressing drinking 
water supply, quality, treatment, or security 
challenges of public water systems, areas served 
by private wells, or source waters. 

(c) Grants 

In carrying out the program under subsection 
(b), the Administrator shall make grants to eli-
gible entities— 

(1) to develop, test, and deploy innovative 
water technologies; or 

(2) to provide technical assistance to deploy 
demonstrated innovative water technologies. 

(d) Selection criteria 

In making grants under this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall— 

(1) award grants through a competitive proc-
ess to eligible entities the Administrator de-
termines are best able to carry out the pur-
pose of the program; and 

(2) give priority to projects that have the po-
tential— 

(A) to reduce ratepayer or community 
costs or costs of future capital investments; 

(B) to significantly improve human health 
or the environment; or 

(C) to provide additional drinking water 
supplies with minimal environmental im-
pact. 

(e) Cost-sharing 

The Federal share of the cost of activities car-
ried out using a grant under this section shall be 
not more than 65 percent. 

(f) Limitation 

The maximum amount of a grant under this 
section shall be $5,000,000. 

(g) Report 

Each year, the Administrator shall submit to 
Congress and make publicly available on the 
website of the Administrator a report that de-
scribes any advancements during the previous 
year in development of innovative water tech-
nologies made as a result of funding provided 
under this section. 

(h) Partnerships 

Grants awarded under this program may in-
clude projects that are carried out by an eligible 
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entity in cooperation with a private entity, in-
cluding a farmer, farmer cooperative, or manu-
facturer of water technologies. 

(i) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2019 and 2020. 

(Pub. L. 115–270, title II, § 2007, Oct. 23, 2018, 132 
Stat. 3845.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America’s Water 
Infrastructure Act of 2018, and not as part of the Public 
Health Service Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 300j–2. Grants for State programs 

(a) Public water systems supervision programs; 
applications for grants; allotment of sums; 
waiver of grant restrictions; notice of ap-
proval or disapproval of application; author-
ization of appropriations 

(1) From allotments made pursuant to para-
graph (4), the Administrator may make grants 
to States to carry out public water system su-
pervision programs. 

(2) No grant may be made under paragraph (1) 
unless an application therefor has been submit-
ted to the Administrator in such form and man-
ner as he may require. The Administrator may 
not approve an application of a State for its 
first grant under paragraph (1) unless he deter-
mines that the State— 

(A) has established or will establish within 
one year from the date of such grant a public 
water system supervision program, and 

(B) will, within that one year, assume pri-
mary enforcement responsibility for public 
water systems within the State. 

No grant may be made to a State under para-
graph (1) for any period beginning more than 
one year after the date of the State’s first grant 
unless the State has assumed and maintains pri-
mary enforcement responsibility for public 
water systems within the State. The prohibi-
tions contained in the preceding two sentences 
shall not apply to such grants when made to In-
dian Tribes. 

(3) A grant under paragraph (1) shall be made 
to cover not more than 75 per centum of the 
grant recipient’s costs (as determined under reg-
ulations of the Administrator) in carrying out, 
during the one-year period beginning on the 
date the grant is made, a public water system 
supervision program. 

(4) In each fiscal year the Administrator shall, 
in accordance, with regulations, allot the sums 
appropriated for such year under paragraph (5) 
among the States on the basis of population, 
geographical area, number of public water sys-
tems, and other relevant factors. No State shall 
receive less than 1 per centum of the annual ap-
propriation for grants under paragraph (1): Pro-

vided, That the Administrator may, by regula-
tion, reduce such percentage in accordance with 
the criteria specified in this paragraph: And pro-

vided further, That such percentage shall not 
apply to grants allotted to Guam, American 
Samoa, or the Virgin Islands. 

(5) The prohibition contained in the last sen-
tence of paragraph (2) may be waived by the Ad-

ministrator with respect to a grant to a State 
through fiscal year 1979 but such prohibition 
may only be waived if, in the judgment of the 
Administrator— 

(A) the State is making a diligent effort to 
assume and maintain primary enforcement re-
sponsibility for public water systems within 
the State; 

(B) the State has made significant progress 
toward assuming and maintaining such pri-
mary enforcement responsibility; and 

(C) there is reason to believe the State will 
assume such primary enforcement responsibil-
ity by October 1, 1979. 

The amount of any grant awarded for the fiscal 
years 1978 and 1979 pursuant to a waiver under 
this paragraph may not exceed 75 per centum of 
the allotment which the State would have re-
ceived for such fiscal year if it had assumed and 
maintained such primary enforcement respon-
sibility. The remaining 25 per centum of the 
amount allotted to such State for such fiscal 
year shall be retained by the Administrator, and 
the Administrator may award such amount to 
such State at such time as the State assumes 
such responsibility before the beginning of fiscal 
year 1980. At the beginning of each fiscal years 
1979 and 1980 the amounts retained by the Ad-
ministrator for any preceding fiscal year and 
not awarded by the beginning of fiscal year 1979 
or 1980 to the States to which such amounts 
were originally allotted may be removed from 
the original allotment and reallotted for fiscal 
year 1979 or 1980 (as the case may be) to States 
which have assumed primary enforcement re-
sponsibility by the beginning of such fiscal year. 

(6) The Administrator shall notify the State of 
the approval or disapproval of any application 
for a grant under this section— 

(A) within ninety days after receipt of such 
application, or 

(B) not later than the first day of the fiscal 
year for which the grant application is made, 

whichever is later. 
(7) AUTHORIZATION.—For the purpose of mak-

ing grants under paragraph (1), there are author-
ized to be appropriated $125,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2020 and 2021. 

(8) RESERVATION OF FUNDS BY THE ADMINIS-
TRATOR.—If the Administrator assumes the pri-
mary enforcement responsibility of a State pub-
lic water system supervision program, the Ad-
ministrator may reserve from funds made avail-
able pursuant to this subsection an amount 
equal to the amount that would otherwise have 
been provided to the State pursuant to this sub-
section. The Administrator shall use the funds 
reserved pursuant to this paragraph to ensure 
the full and effective administration of a public 
water system supervision program in the State. 

(9) STATE LOAN FUNDS.— 
(A) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—For any fiscal 

year for which the amount made available to 
the Administrator by appropriations to carry 
out this subsection is less than the amount 
that the Administrator determines is nec-
essary to supplement funds made available 
pursuant to paragraph (8) to ensure the full 
and effective administration of a public water 
system supervision program in a State, the 
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