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(Pub. L. 102-139, title II, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat.
758.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Herein, referred to in text, probably means Pub. L.
102-139, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 736, known as the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban De-
velopment, and Independent Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1992. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Tables.

CODIFICATION

In the second undesignated par., ‘‘subchapter II of
chapter 5 of title 5’ was substituted for ‘‘the Adminis-
trative Procedures Act’ on authority of Pub. L. 89-554,
§7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first section of
which enacted Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

Section was enacted as part of the Departments of
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1992, and
not as part of the United States Housing Act of 1937
which comprises this chapter.

§1436d. Consultation with affected areas in set-
tlement of litigation

In negotiating any settlement of, or consent
decree for, significant litigation regarding pub-
lic housing or section 8 [42 U.S.C. 1437f] tenant-
based assistance that involves the Secretary and
any public housing agency or any unit of general
local government, the Secretary shall seek the
views of any units of general local government
and public housing agencies having jurisdictions
that are adjacent to the jurisdiction of the pub-
lic housing agency involved, if the resolution of
such litigation would involve the acquisition or
development of public housing dwelling units or
the use of vouchers under section 1437f of this
title in jurisdictions that are adjacent to the ju-
risdiction of the public housing agency involved
in the litigation.

(Pub. L. 105-276, title V, §599H(b), Oct. 21, 1998,
112 Stat. 2668.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT
Secretary, referred to in text, means the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development.
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Quality Housing
and Work Responsibility Act of 1998, and not as part of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 which comprises
this chapter.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 105-276, title V, §599H(m), Oct. 21, 1998, 112
Stat. 2670, provided that: ‘“This section [enacting this
section and amending section 1490 of this title] shall
take effect on, and the amendments made by this sec-
tion are made on, and shall apply beginning upon, the
date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 21, 1998].”’

SUBCHAPTER I-GENERAL PROGRAM OF
ASSISTED HOUSING
CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 100-358, §5, June 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 681, added
subchapter heading.

§1437. Declaration of policy and public housing
agency organization
(a) Declaration of policy
It is the policy of the United States—

TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

§1437

(1) to promote the general welfare of the Na-
tion by employing the funds and credit of the
Nation, as provided in this chapter—

(A) to assist States and political subdivi-
sions of States to remedy the unsafe housing
conditions and the acute shortage of decent
and safe dwellings for low-income families;

(B) to assist States and political subdivi-
sions of States to address the shortage of
housing affordable to low-income families;
and

(C) consistent with the objectives of this
subchapter, to vest in public housing agen-
cies that perform well, the maximum
amount of responsibility and flexibility in
program administration, with appropriate
accountability to public housing residents,
localities, and the general public;

(2) that the Federal Government cannot
through its direct action alone provide for the
housing of every American citizen, or even a
majority of its citizens, but it is the respon-
sibility of the Government to promote and
protect the independent and collective actions
of private citizens to develop housing and
strengthen their own neighborhoods;

(3) that the Federal Government should act
where there is a serious need that private citi-
zens or groups cannot or are not addressing re-
sponsibly; and

(4) that our Nation should promote the goal
of providing decent and affordable housing for
all citizens through the efforts and encourage-
ment of Federal, State, and local govern-
ments, and by the independent and collective
actions of private citizens, organizations, and
the private sector.

(b) Public housing agency organization
(1) Required membership

Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3),
the membership of the board of directors or
similar governing body of each public housing
agency shall contain not less than 1 member—

(A) who is directly assisted by the public
housing agency; and
(B) who may, if provided for in the public
housing agency plan, be elected by the resi-
dents directly assisted by the public housing
agency.
(2) Exception

Paragraph (1) shall not apply to any public
housing agency—

(A) that is located in a State that requires
the members of the board of directors or
similar governing body of a public housing
agency to be salaried and to serve on a full-
time basis; or

(B) with less than 300 public housing units,
if—

(i) the agency has provided reasonable
notice to the resident advisory board of
the opportunity of not less than 1 resident
described in paragraph (1) to serve on the
board of directors or similar governing
body of the public housing agency pursu-
ant to such paragraph; and

(ii) within a reasonable time after re-
ceipt by the resident advisory board estab-
lished by the agency pursuant to section
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