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§ 510d. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sub-
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 111–11, title IX, § 9605, Mar. 30, 2009, 123 
Stat. 1349.) 

SUBCHAPTER XII—CONTRACTS WITH 
STATE IRRIGATION DISTRICTS FOR PAY-
MENT OF CHARGES 

§ 511. Authority to contract with irrigation dis-
trict 

In carrying out the purposes of the Act of 
June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388), and Acts amendatory 
thereof and supplementary thereto and known 
as the reclamation law, the Secretary of the In-
terior may enter into contract with any legally 
organized irrigation district whereby such irri-
gation district shall agree to pay the moneys re-
quired to be paid to the United States, and in 
such event water-right applications on the part 
of landowners and entrymen, in the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Interior, may be dispensed 
with. In the event of such contract being made 
with an irrigation district, the Secretary of the 
Interior, in his discretion, may contract that 
the payments, both for the construction of irri-
gation works and for operation and mainte-
nance, on the part of the district shall be made 
upon such dates as will best conform to the dis-
trict and taxation laws of the respective States 
under which such irrigation districts shall be 
formed, and if he deem it advisable he may con-
tract for such penalties or interest charges in 
case of delinquency in payments as he may deem 
proper and consistent with such State laws, not-
withstanding the provisions of sections 471, 472, 
475, 478 to 481, 492, 493, 494 to 497 and 499 of this 
title. The Secretary of the Interior may accept 
a partial payment of the amount due from any 
district to the United States, providing such ac-
ceptance shall not constitute a waiver of the 
balance remaining due nor the interest or pen-
alties, if any, accruing upon said balance: Pro-

vided, That no contract with an irrigation dis-
trict under this section and sections 512 and 513 
of this title shall be binding on the United 
States until the proceedings on the part of the 
district for the authorization of the execution of 
the contract with the United States shall have 
been confirmed by decree of a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, or pending appellate action 
if ground for appeal be laid. 

(May 15, 1922, ch. 190, § 1, 42 Stat. 541.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 17, 1902, referred to in text, is popularly 
known as the Reclamation Act, which is classified gen-
erally to this chapter. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 371 of this title and Tables. 

§ 512. Release of Government liens after contract 
with irrigation districts 

Patents and water-right certificates which 
shall be issued after May 15, 1922, under the 
terms of subchapter XIV of this chapter, for 
lands lying within any irrigation district with 
which the United States shall have contracted, 

by which the irrigation district agrees to make 

the payment of all charges for the building of ir-

rigation works and for operation and mainte-

nance, shall not reserve to the United States a 

lien for the payment of such charges; and where 

such a lien shall have been reserved in any pat-

ent or water-right certificate issued under said 

subchapter, the Secretary of the Interior is em-

powered to release such lien in such manner and 

form as may be deemed effective; and the Sec-

retary of the Interior is further empowered to 

release liens in favor of the United States con-

tained in water-right applications and to assent 

to the release of liens to secure reimbursement 

of moneys due to the United States pursuant to 

water-right applications running in favor of the 

water users’ association and contained in stock 

subscription contracts to such associations, 

when the lands covered by such liens shall be 

subject to assessment and levy for the collection 

of all moneys due and to become due to the 

United States by irrigation districts formed pur-

suant to State law and with which the United 

States shall have entered into contract therefor: 

Provided, That no such lien so reserved to the 

United States in any patent or water-right cer-

tificate shall be released until the owner of the 

land covered by the lien shall consent in writing 

to the assessment, levy, and collection by such 

irrigation district of taxes against said land for 

the payment to the United States of the con-

tract obligation: Provided further, That before 

any lien is released under this section the Sec-

retary of the Interior shall file a written report 

finding that the contracting irrigation district 

is legally organized under the laws of the State 

in which its lands are located, with full power to 

enter into the contract and to collect by assess-

ment and levy against the lands of the district 

the amount of the contract obligation. 

(May 15, 1922, ch. 190, § 2, 42 Stat. 542.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Subchapter XIV (§ 541 et seq.) of this chapter, referred 

to in text, was in the original a reference to act Aug. 

9, 1912, 37 Stat. 265. 

§ 513. Lands in project subject to provisions of 
chapter; after contract with irrigation dis-
trict 

Upon the execution of any contract between 

the United States and any irrigation district 

pursuant to sections 511 and 512 of this title the 

public lands included within such irrigation dis-

trict, when subject to entry, and entered lands 

within such irrigation district, for which no 

final certificates shall have been issued and 

which may be designated by the Secretary of the 

Interior in said contract, shall be subject to all 

the provisions of chapter 13 of this title: Pro-

vided, That no map or plan as required by sec-
tion 623 of this title need be filed by the irriga-
tion district for approval by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(May 15, 1922, ch. 190, § 3, 42 Stat. 542.) 
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