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‘‘(I) to determine or resolve an accounting of 
the use of water under this subtitle in the State 
of Arizona; 

‘‘(II) to obtain a necessary water right for the 
consumptive use of water in Arizona; 

‘‘(III) to contract for the delivery of water for 
use in Arizona; or 

‘‘(IV) to construct and operate a lateral facil-
ity to deliver water to a community of the Na-
tion in Arizona, under the Project. 

‘‘(f) EFFECT ON RIGHTS OF INDIAN TRIBES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph 

(2), nothing in the Agreement, the Contract, or this 
section quantifies or adversely affects the land and 
water rights, or claims or entitlements to water, of 
any Indian tribe or community other than the rights, 
claims, or entitlements of the Nation in, to, and from 
the San Juan River Basin in the State of New Mexico. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—The right of the Nation to use 
water under water rights the Nation has in other 
river basins in the State of New Mexico shall be 
forborne to the extent that the Nation supplies the 
uses for which the water rights exist by diversions of 
water from the San Juan River Basin under the 
Project consistent with subparagraph 9.13 of the 
Agreement.’’ 
[For definitions of terms used in section 10701 of Pub. 

L. 111–11, set out above, see section 10302 of Pub. L. 
111–11, set out as a note under section 407 of this title.] 

§ 620a. Priority to planning reports of certain ad-
ditional participating projects; reports to 
States; San Juan-Chama project; Juniper 
project 

In carrying out further investigations of proj-
ects under the Federal reclamation laws in the 
Upper Colorado River Basin, the Secretary shall 
give priority to completion of planning reports 
on the Gooseberry, Eagle Divide, Bluestone, 
Battlement Mesa, Grand Mesa, Yellow Jacket, 
Basalt, Middle Park (including the Troublesome, 
Rabbit Ear, and Azure units), Upper Gunnison 
(including the East River, Ohio Creek, and 
Tomichi Creek units), Lower Yampa (including 
the Juniper and Great Northern units), Upper 
Yampa (including the Hayden Mesa, Wessels, 
and Toponas units) and Sublette (including a di-
version of water from the Green River to the 
North Platte River Basin Wyoming), Ute Indian 
unit of the Central Utah Project, San Juan 
County (Utah), Price River, Grand County 
(Utah), Gray Canyon, and Juniper (Utah) par-
ticipating projects: Provided, That the planning 
report for the Ute Indian unit of the Central 
Utah participating project shall be completed on 
or before December 31, 1974, to enable the United 
States of America to meet the commitments 
heretofore made to the Ute Indian Tribe of the 
Uintah and Ouray Indian Reservation under the 
agreement dated September 20, 1965 (Contract 
Numbered 14–06–W–194). Said reports shall be 
completed as expeditiously as funds are made 
available therefor and shall be submitted 
promptly to the affected States, which in the 
case of the San Juan-Chama project shall in-
clude the State of Texas, and thereafter to the 
President and the Congress: Provided, That with 
reference to the plans and specifications for the 
San Juan-Chama project, the storage for control 
and regulation of water imported from the San 
Juan River shall (1) be limited to a single off-
stream dam and reservoir on a tributary of the 
Chama River, (2) be used solely for control and 
regulation and no power facilities shall be estab-

lished, installed or operated thereat, and (3) be 
operated at all times by the Bureau of Reclama-
tion of the Department of the Interior in strict 
compliance with the Rio Grande Compact as ad-
ministered by the Rio Grande Compact Commis-
sion. The preparation of detailed designs and 
specifications for the works proposed to be con-
structed in connection with projects shall be 
carried as far forward as the investigations 
thereof indicate is reasonable in the circum-
stances. 

The Secretary, concurrently with the inves-
tigations directed by the preceding paragraph, 
shall also give priority to completion of a plan-
ning report on the Juniper project. 

(Apr. 11, 1956, ch. 203, § 2, 70 Stat. 106; Pub. L. 
87–483, § 18, June 13, 1962, 76 Stat. 102; Pub. L. 
88–568, § 1, Sept. 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 852; Pub. L. 
90–537, title V, § 501(a), Sept. 30, 1968, 82 Stat. 
897.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal reclamation laws, referred to in text, are 
identified in section 620c of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

The provisions of subsec. (a) of section 501 of Pub. L. 
90–537 which amended this section are only a part of 
said subsec. (a). The remainder of subsec. (a), amended 
section 620 of this title and enacted provisions set out 
as notes under sections 620 and 620k of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–537 substituted Basalt, Middle Park 
(including Troublesome, Rabbit Ear, and Azure units), 
Upper Gunnison (including the East River, Ohio Creek, 
and Tomichi Creek units), Lower Yampa (including Ju-
niper and Great Northern units), and Upper Yampa (in-
cluding Hayden Mesa, Wessels, and Toponas units) 
projects for Parshall, Troublesome, Rabbit Ear, San 
Miguel, West Divide, Tomichi Creek, East River, Ohio 
Creek, Dallas Creek, Dolores, Fruit Growers Extension, 
and Animas-La Plata projects, added Ute Indian unit of 
the Central Utah Project, San Juan County (Utah), 
Price River, Grand County (Utah), Gray Canyon, and 
Juniper (Utah) projects, and that portion of the 
Sublette projects consisting of a diversion of water 
from the Green River to the North Platte River Basin 
in Wyoming to the list of participating projects, and in-
serted proviso that planning report for Ute Indian unit 
of Central Utah project be completed on or before De-
cember 31, 1974. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–568 struck out ‘‘, Fruitland Mesa, 
Bostwick Park’’ and ‘‘, Savery-Pot Hook’’ after ‘‘Ohio 
Creek’’ and ‘‘Dallas Creek’’, respectively. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–483 struck out ‘‘San Juan-Chama, 
Navajo’’ after ‘‘Gooseberry,’’ in first sentence. 

STORAGE OF WATER AT ABIQUIU DAM IN NEW MEXICO 

Pub. L. 100–522, Oct. 24, 1988, 102 Stat. 2604, provided 
that: 

‘‘SECTION 1. WATER STORAGE. 

‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of En-
gineers, is authorized to store 200,000 acre-feet of Rio 
Grande system water at Abiquiu Dam, New Mexico, in 
lieu of the water storage authorized by section 5 of 
Public Law 97–140 [set out below], to the extent that 
contracting entities under section 5 of Public Law 
97–140 no longer require such storage. The Secretary is 
authorized further to acquire lands adjacent to Abiquiu 
Dam on which the Secretary holds easements as of the 
date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 24, 1988] if such ac-
quisition is necessary to assure proper recreational ac-
cess at Abiquiu Dam. The Secretary is further directed 
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to report to Congress as soon as possible with recom-
mendations on additional easements that may be re-
quired to assure implementation of this Act. 

‘‘SEC. 2. LIMITATION. 

‘‘The authorization to store water and to acquire 
lands under section 1 is subject to the provisions of the 
Rio Grande Compact and the resolutions of the Rio 
Grande Compact Commission.’’ 

STORAGE OF SAN JUAN-CHAMA PROJECT WATER IN 
OTHER RESERVOIRS 

Pub. L. 97–140, § 5, Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1717, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) The proviso of section 2 of Public Law 84–485 
[this section] shall not be construed to prohibit the 
storage of San Juan-Chama project water acquired by 
contract with the Secretary of the Interior pursuant to 
Public Law 87-483 [section 615ii et seq. of this title] in 
any reservoir, including the storage of water for recre-
ation and other beneficial purposes by any party con-
tracting with the Secretary for project water. 

‘‘(b) The Secretary of the Army, acting through the 
Chief of Engineers, is authorized to enter into agree-
ments with entities which have contracted with the 
Secretary of the Interior for water from the San Juan- 
Chama project pursuant to Public Law 87-483 for stor-
age of a total of two hundred thousand acre-feet of such 
water in Abiquiu Reservoir. The Secretary of the Inte-
rior is hereby authorized to release San Juan-Chama 
project water to contracting entities for such storage. 
The agreements to thus store San Juan-Chama project 
water shall not interfere with the authorized purposes 
of the Abiquiu Dam and Reservoir project and shall in-
clude a requirement that each user of storage space 
shall pay any increase in operation and maintenance 
costs attributable to the storage of that user’s water. 

‘‘(c) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
enter into agreements with entities which have con-
tracted with the Secretary of the Interior for water 
from the San Juan-Chama project pursuant to Public 
Law 87-483 for storage of such water in Elephant Butte 
Reservoir. The Secretary of the Interior is hereby au-
thorized to release San Juan-Chama project water to 
contracting entities for such storage. Any increase in 
operation and maintenance costs resulting from such 
storage not offset by increased power revenues result-
ing from that storage shall be paid proportionately by 
the entities for which the San Juan-Chama project 
water is stored. 

‘‘(d) The amount of evaporation loss and spill charge-
able to San Juan-Chama project water stored pursuant 
to subsections (b) and (c) of this section shall be ac-
counted as required by the Rio Grande compact and the 
procedures established by the Rio Grande Compact 
Commission.’’ 

§ 620a–1. Construction of participating projects 
to be concurrent with Central Arizona 
Project 

The Secretary is directed to proceed as nearly 
as practicable with the construction of the 
Animas-La Plata, Dolores, Dallas Creek, West 
Divide, and San Miguel participating Federal 
reclamation projects concurrently with the con-
struction of the Central Arizona Project, to the 
end that such projects shall be completed not 
later than the date of the first delivery of water 
from said Central Arizona Project: Provided, 
That an appropriate repayment contract for 
each of said participating projects shall have 
been executed as provided in section 620c of this 
title before construction shall start on that par-
ticular project. 

(Pub. L. 90–537, title V, § 501(b), Sept. 30, 1968, 82 
Stat. 897.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section consists of subsec. (b) of section 501 of Pub. 
L. 90–537. Subsecs. (a), (d), and (e) of section 501 are 
classified to sections 620, 620 note, 620a, 620a–2, 620c–1, 
and 620k note of this title. Subsec. (c) and (f) of section 
501 are not classified to the Code. 

Section was enacted as part of the Colorado River 
Basin Project Act, and not as part of act Apr. 11, 1956, 
popularly known as the Colorado River Storage Project 
Act, which comprises this chapter. 

§ 620a–2. Establishment of nonexcess irrigable 
acreage for participating projects 

The Secretary shall, for the Animas-La Plata, 
Dolores, Dallas Creek, San Miguel, West Divide, 
and Seedskadee participating projects of the 
Colorado River storage project, establish the 
nonexcess irrigable acreage for which any single 
ownership may receive project water at one hun-
dred and sixty acres of class 1 land or the equiv-
alent thereof, as determined by the Secretary, 
in other land classes. 

(Pub. L. 90–537, title V, § 501(d), Sept. 30, 1968, 82 
Stat. 898.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section consists of subsec. (d) of section 501 of Pub. 
L. 90–537. Subsecs. (a), (b), and (e) of section 501 are 
classified to sections 620, 620 note, 620a, 620a–1, 620c–1, 
and 620k note of this title. Subsecs. (c) and (f) of section 
501 are not classified to the Code. 

Section was enacted as part of the Colorado River 
Basin Project Act, and not as part of act Apr. 11, 1956, 
popularly known as the Colorado River Storage Project 
Act, which comprises this chapter. 

§ 620b. Congressional intent; additional undesig-
nated projects not precluded; construction 
not authorized within national park or 
monument 

It is not the intention of Congress, in author-
izing only those projects designated in section 
620 of this title, and in authorizing priority in 
planning only those additional projects des-
ignated in section 620a of this title, to limit, re-
strict, or otherwise interfere with such compre-
hensive development as will provide for the con-
sumptive use by States of the Upper Colorado 
River Basin of waters, the use of which is appor-
tioned to the Upper Colorado River Basin by the 
Colorado River Compact and to each State 
thereof by the Upper Colorado River Basin Com-
pact, nor to preclude consideration and author-
ization by the Congress of additional projects 
under the allocations in the compacts as addi-
tional needs are indicated. It is the intention of 
Congress that no dam or reservoir constructed 
under the authorization of this chapter shall be 
within any national park or monument. 

(Apr. 11, 1956, ch. 203, § 3, 70 Stat. 107.) 

§ 620c. Laws governing; irrigation repayment 
contracts; time for making contract; con-
tracts for municipal water; payment by In-
dian lands; restricted delivery of water for 
excess commodity; apportionments of use 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, 
in constructing, operating, and maintaining the 
units of the Colorado River storage project and 
the participating projects listed in section 620 of 
this title, the Secretary shall be governed by the 
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