§751a

(R.S. §2395; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; Apr. 29, 1950, ch. 134, §1,
64 Stat. 92.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2395 derived from acts May 18, 1796, ch. 29, §2,
1 Stat. 465; May 10, 1800, ch. 55, §3, 2 Stat. 73; Mar. 3,
1877, ch. 105, 19 Stat. 348.

AMENDMENTS

1950—Par. Third. Act Apr. 29, 1950, struck out provi-
sion that sections 1 mile square in townships be estab-
lished by running survey lines 2 miles apart.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

In par. ‘“‘Eighth’, reference to ‘“United States Super-
visor of Surveys,” changed to ‘‘Secretary of the Inte-
rior or such officer as he may designate,’’; ‘‘office of the
Field Surveying Service’ changed to ‘‘office of the Sec-
retary of the Interior or of such agency as he may des-
ignate,”’; and ‘‘General Land Office’’ changed to ‘‘Bu-
reau of Land Management’’, on authority of section 403
of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under sec-
tion 1 of this title.

Act Mar. 3, 1925, abolished office of surveyor general
and transferred administration of all activities in
charge of surveyors general to Field Surveying Service
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

LAND INFORMATION STUDY; REPORT TO CONGRESS

Pub. L. 100-409, §8, Aug. 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 1091, pro-
vided that:

‘‘(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of the Interior shall con-
duct an assessment of the need for and cost and bene-
fits associated with improvements in the existing
methods of land surveying and mapping and of collect-
ing, storing, retrieving, disseminating, and using infor-
mation about Federal and other lands.

““(b) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the assessment
required by this section, the Secretary of the Interior
shall consult with the following—

‘(1) the Secretary of Agriculture;

‘(2) the Secretary of Commerce;

‘“(3) the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion;

‘“(4) representatives of State and local govern-
ments;

‘“(5) representatives of private sector surveying and
mapping science.

‘‘(¢c) REPORT.—No later than one year after the day of
enactment of this Act [Aug. 20, 1988], the Secretary of
the Interior shall report to the Congress concerning the
results of the assessment required by this section.

‘(d) Topics.—In the report required by subsection (c),
the Secretary of the Interior shall include a discussion
and evaluation of the following:

‘(1) relevant recommendations made by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences (National Research Coun-
cil) on the concept of a multipurpose cadastre from
time to time prior to the date of enactment of this
Act [Aug. 20, 1988];

‘“(2) ongoing activities concerning development of
an overall reference frame for land and resource in-
formation, including but not limited to a geodetic
network, a series of current and accurate large-scale
maps, cadastral overlay maps, unique identifying
numbers linking specific land parcels to a common
index of all land records in United States cadastral
systems, and a series of land data files;

¢“(3) ways to achieve better definition of the roles of
Federal and other governmental agencies and the pri-
vate sector in dealing with land information systems;
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‘“(4) ways to improve the coordination of Federal
land information activities; and

“(5) model standards developed by the Secretary for
compatible multipurpose land information systems
for use by Federal, State and local governmental
agencies, the public, and the private sector.

‘‘(e) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The report required by sub-
section (¢c) may also include such recommendations for
legislation as the Secretary of the Interior considers
necessary or desirable.”’

§ 751a. Survey system extended to Alaska

The system of public land surveys is extended
to the Territory of Alaska.

(Mar. 3, 1899, ch. 424, 30 Stat. 1098.)
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 351 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

Section is from the Sundry Civil Appropriation Act,
1900.

ADMISSION OF ALASKA AS STATE

Admission of Alaska into the Union was accom-
plished Jan. 3, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan.
3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 Stat. cl16, as required by sections
1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85-508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set
out as notes preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories
and Insular Possessions.

§751b. Surveys in Nome and Fairbanks districts

The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate, shall furnish the land offices
at Nome and Fairbanks a sufficient quantity of
numbers to be used in the different classes of of-
ficial surveys that may be made in the Nome
and Fairbanks land districts to meet the re-
quirements thereof, and upon application by any
person desiring to have an official survey made
such officers as the Secretary of the Interior
may designate shall furnish a number or num-
bers for such survey or surveys, together with
an order directing a qualified deputy surveyor to
make the same, and such application, order, and
the fee required to be paid shall be transmitted
to the Secretary of the Interior or such officer
as he may designate: Provided, That all surveys
thus made shall be approved by the Secretary of
the Interior or such officer as he may designate.

(Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2537, §4, 34 Stat. 1232; Mar. 3,
1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144; Oct. 9, 1942, ch. 584, §2,
56 Stat. 779; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 352 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

REPEALS

Act Oct. 9, 1942, ch. 584, §2, 56 Stat. 779, cited as a
credit to this section, was repealed by Pub. L. 89-554,
§8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 651.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Functions of Supervisor of Surveys and Registers
transferred to Secretary of the Interior or those offi-
cers as he may designate by section 403 of Reorg. Plan
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No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of this
title.

References to ‘‘receivers’ changed to ‘‘registers’ by
act Oct. 9, 1942, which abolished office of receiver and
transferred functions to an employee to be designated
by Secretary and to be performed under title ‘‘reg-
ister’.

Act Mar. 3, 1925, abolished office of surveyor general
and transferred administration of all activities in
charge of surveyors general to Field Surveying Service
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

§752. Boundaries and contents of public lands;
how ascertained

The boundaries and contents of the several
sections, half-sections, and quarter-sections of
the public lands shall be ascertained in conform-
ity with the following principles:

First. All the corners marked in the surveys,
returned by the Secretary of the Interior or such
agency as he may designate, shall be established
as the proper corners of sections, or subdivisions
of sections, which they were intended to des-
ignate; and the corners of half- and quarter-sec-
tions, not marked on the surveys, shall be
placed as nearly as possible equidistant from
two corners which stand on the same line.

Second. The boundary lines, actually run and
marked in the surveys returned by the Sec-
retary of the Interior or such agency as he may
designate, shall be established as the proper
boundary lines of the sections, or subdivisions,
for which they were intended, and the length of
such lines as returned, shall be held and consid-
ered as the true length thereof. And the bound-
ary lines which have not been actually run and
marked shall be ascertained, by running
straight lines from the established corners to
the opposite corresponding corners; but in those
portions of the fractional townships where no
such opposite corresponding corners have been
or can be fixed, the boundary lines shall be as-
certained by running from the established cor-
ners due north and south or east and west lines,
as the case may be, to the watercourse, Indian
boundary line, or other external boundary of
such fractional township.

Third. BEach section or subdivision of section,
the contents whereof have been returned by the
Secretary of the Interior or such agency as he
may designate, shall be held and considered as
containing the exact quantity expressed in such
return; and the half sections and quarter sec-
tions, the contents whereof shall not have been
thus returned, shall be held and considered as
containing the one-half or the one-fourth part,
respectively, of the returned contents of the sec-
tion of which they may make part.

(R.S. §2396; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;

1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2396 derived from act Feb. 11, 1805, ch. 14, §2, 2
Stat. 313.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
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eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

In pars. “First”, ‘“Second” and ‘‘Third”’, reference to
‘““‘Field Surveying Service’’ changed to ‘‘Secretary of
the Interior or such agency as he may designate’, on
authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

Act Mar. 3, 1925, abolished office of surveyor general
and transferred administration of all activities in
charge of surveyors general to Field Surveying Service
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

§753. Lines of division of half quarter sections;
how run

In every case of the division of a quarter sec-
tion the line for the division thereof shall run
north and south, and the corners and contents of
half quarter sections which may thereafter be
sold, shall be ascertained in the manner and on
the principles directed and prescribed by section
752 of this title, and fractional sections contain-
ing one hundred and sixty acres or upwards shall
in like manner as nearly as practicable be sub-
divided into half quarter sections under such
rules and regulations as may be prescribed by
the Secretary of the Interior, and in every case
of a division of a half quarter section, the line
for the division thereof shall run east and west,
and the corners and contents of quarter quarter
sections, which may thereafter be sold, shall be
ascertained as nearly as may be, in the manner,
and on the principles, directed and prescribed by
the section preceding; and fractional sections
containing fewer or more than one hundred and
sixty acres shall in like manner, as nearly as
may be practicable, be subdivided into quarter
quarter sections, under such rules and regula-
tions as may be prescribed by the Secretary of
the Interior.

(R.S. §2397.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2397 derived from acts Apr. 24, 1820, ch. 51, §1,
3 Stat. 566; Apr. 5, 1832, ch. 65, 4 Stat. 503.

§§ 754 to 756. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, §1,
46 Stat. 1029

Section 754, R.S. §2398, related to binding effect of
contracts for surveys.

Section 755, R.S. §2399; acts Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1262, 26
Stat. 660; Aug. 15, 1894, ch. 288, 28 Stat. 285; Apr. 26, 1902,
ch. 592, 32 Stat. 120; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144,
related to various surveying instructions which were to
be deemed part of every contract for survey.

Section 756, R.S. §2400; act Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 130, §1, 18
Stat. 384, related to establishment of prices of surveys.

§757. Cost of survey of private land claims to be
reported and paid

An accurate account shall be kept by the Sec-
retary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate of the cost of surveying and platting
every private land claim to be reported to the
Bureau of Land Management with the map of
such claim; and a patent shall not issue nor
shall any copy of any such survey be furnished
for any such private claim until the cost of sur-
vey and platting shall have been paid into the
Treasury of the United States by the party or
parties in interest in said grant or by any other
party.
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