§ 308

TITLE 46—SHIPPING
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section

Source (U.S. Code)

307 .............

46 App.:1111(d) (related to Commission).

Source (Statutes at Large)
June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title
II, § 201(d) (related to
Commission),
49
Stat.
1986;
Pub.
L.
97–31,
§ 12(58)(B), Aug. 6, 1981, 95
Stat. 158.

The words ‘‘by this chapter’’, ‘‘after June 29, 1936’’,
and ‘‘further’’ are omitted as unnecessary.
AMENDMENTS
2016—Pub. L. 114–120 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b).

§ 308. Authorization of appropriations
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Federal Maritime Commission $28,012,310 for fiscal year 2018 and $28,544,543 for fiscal year 2019
for the activities of the Commission authorized
under this chapter and subtitle IV.
(Added Pub. L. 114–120, title IV, § 401(a), Feb. 8,
2016, 130 Stat. 67; amended Pub. L. 115–282, title
VII, § 702, Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4294.)
AMENDMENTS
2018—Pub. L. 115–282 substituted ‘‘$28,012,310 for fiscal
year 2018 and $28,544,543 for fiscal year 2019’’ for
‘‘$24,700,000 for each of fiscal years 2016 and 2017’’.

CHAPTER 5—OTHER GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec.

501.
502.
503.
504.
505.

Waiver of navigation and vessel-inspection
laws.
Cargo exempt from forfeiture.
Notice of seizure.
Remission of fees and penalties.
Penalty for violating regulation or order.

§ 501. Waiver of navigation and vessel-inspection
laws
(a) ON REQUEST OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—
On request of the Secretary of Defense, the head
of an agency responsible for the administration
of the navigation or vessel-inspection laws shall
waive compliance with those laws to the extent
the Secretary considers necessary in the interest of national defense.
(b) BY HEAD OF AGENCY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—When the head of an agency
responsible for the administration of the navigation or vessel-inspection laws considers it
necessary in the interest of national defense,
the individual, following a determination by
the Maritime Administrator, acting in the Administrator’s capacity as Director, National
Shipping Authority, of the non-availability of
qualified United States flag capacity to meet
national defense requirements, may waive
compliance with those laws to the extent, in
the manner, and on the terms the individual,
in consultation with the Administrator, acting
in that capacity, prescribes.
(2) DETERMINATIONS.—The Maritime Administrator shall—
(A) for each determination referred to in
paragraph (1), identify any actions that
could be taken to enable qualified United
States flag capacity to meet national defense requirements;
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(B) provide notice of each such determination to the Secretary of Transportation and
the head of the agency referred to in paragraph (1) for which the determination is
made; and
(C) publish each such determination on the
Internet Web site of the Department of
Transportation not later than 48 hours after
notice of the determination is provided to
the Secretary of Transportation.
(3) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of an agency referred to in paragraph (1) shall notify the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the Committee on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate—
(i) of any request for a waiver of the
navigation or vessel-inspection laws under
this section not later than 48 hours after
receiving such a request; and
(ii) of the issuance of any such waiver
not later than 48 hours after such issuance.
(B) CONTENTS.—Such head of an agency
shall include in each notification under subparagraph (A)(ii) an explanation of—
(i) the reasons the waiver is necessary;
and
(ii) the reasons actions referred to in
paragraph (2)(A) are not feasible.
(c) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The authority granted by this section shall terminate at
such time as the Congress by concurrent resolution or the President may designate.
(Pub. L. 109–304, § 4, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1490;
Pub. L. 110–417, div. C, title XXXV, § 3510, Oct. 14,
2008, 122 Stat. 4769; Pub. L. 112–213, title III, § 301,
Dec. 20, 2012, 126 Stat. 1562; Pub. L. 112–239, div.
C, title XXXV, § 3517(a)(2), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat.
2229.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Revised
Section
501 .............

Source (U.S. Code)
46 App.:3 note prec.

Source (Statutes at Large)
Dec. 27, 1950, ch. 1155, §§ 1, 2,
64 Stat. 1120.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘When the head of an
agency . . . considers it necessary’’ are substituted for
‘‘either upon his own initiative or upon the written recommendation of the head of any other Government
agency, when he deems that such action is necessary’’
to eliminate unnecessary words.
AMENDMENTS
2013—Subsec. (b)(3)(A). Pub. L. 112–239 substituted
‘‘the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
and the Committee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation and the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate’’ for ‘‘the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate’’ in introductory provisions.
2012—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 112–213 designated existing
provisions as par. (1), inserted par. (1) heading, and
added pars. (2) and (3).
2008—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–417 reenacted heading
without change and amended text generally. Prior to

